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Community invited to beat
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NEWSLINES

MEMORIAL DAY
CEREMONY

Fort Rucker’s Memorial Day
Ceremony is today at 3 p.m.
at Veterans Park. For more
information, call 255-2366.

SOLDIERS HELPING
SOLDIERS

Fort Rucker wraps up suc-
cessful Army Emergency Relief
fundraising campaign.

See Page A3.

GET CULTURED
Blue Star Museums offers
free museum visits across the
country — many in Alabama.
See Page C7.

CHANGES OF COMMAND
The U.S. Army Aeromedical
Research Laboratory hosts a
change of command ceremony
Wednesday at 2 p.m. in the
U.S. Army Aviation Museum.
Col. Dana Renta will assume
command from Col. Joseph
McKeon during the ceremony.
The Headquarters and
Headquarters Company of the
Warrant Office Career College
hosts a change of command
ceremony June 3 at 1 p.m.
in the U.S. Army Aviation Mu-
seum. CW4 Eugene M. Murphy
assumes command from CW4
Nicholas J. Atwood.

CONCERT UNDER THE
ALABAMA STARS

The 98th Army Band per-
forms a “Concert Under the
Alabama Stars” for the benefit
of the entire Fort Rucker com-
munity June 10 at 6:30 p.m.
at Howze Field. The event
includes a Streamer Ceremony
featuring historical military
re-enactors in recognition of
the upcoming Army birthday.
See full story in next week’s
Army Flier,

MOVING SALE
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop
is currently offering 75 percent
off solid white ticket items
until July 1. Colored tickets
are consigned and cannot be
discounted. The thrift shop
is located at 3904 Gladiator
across from the post office.
For more information, call
255-9595,
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Col. Mason W. Thornal, XVIII Airborne Corps and Task Force Bragg chief of staff at Fort Bragg, N.C., pins Aviator wings on his son, 1st Lt. Hunter Thornal, AH-64
Apache pilot, during the IERW graduation ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum May 19. See Page A3 for the full story.
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Valorous Unit — 40 years after the fact

BY RUSSELL SELLERS 7
Army Flier Staff Writer

Forty years after the fact,a Fort
Rucker unit received a Valorous
Unit award for its actions during
the Vietnam War.

The 1st Battalion, 14th Aviation
Regiment, received its new flag
streamer, award confirmation
letter and plaque during a cer-
emony at the U.S. Army Aviation
Museum May 20.

The award was presented
for the unit’s heroism in action
against and armed enemy of the
U.S.from Feb. 8 to April 7,1971.

If not for the efforts of retired
CW4 Douglas Womack, the award
might have been lost for a much
longer amount of time. While
working with a veteran on a post-
traumatic stress disorder claim six
years ago, he came across the un-
signed recommendation for the
award in the national archives.He
said his reaction was one almost
stronger than he could handle.

SEE VALOROUS, PAGE A6
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Retired Maj. Clark Sando and Lt. Col. Scott Halverson, 1st Bn., 14th Avn. Regt. commander, tie a new streamer to the unit's
flag representing the Valorous Unit award it received after 40 years of waiting May 20.
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Ed Myers, mail clerk, Jose Gintron, accountable mail clerk, and Wanda Tye, mail clerk, sort through
the days mail in the new mail center facility located at 2218 Sixth Avenue.

BY BREANNA HERRING
Army Flier Staff Writer

After several weeks of
construction, the new
mail center on post is up
and running in its new
location in Bldg. 118 on
Shamrock and Sixth Av-
enue.

Along with the new
center comes a new ad-
dress and a new letter-
head for on-post official
mail, said Directorate of
Human Resources offi-
cials.

“Officials will need to
let their mail recipients
and senders know of the
new address to make

certain mail is received
and distributed,” said Di-
ane Irby, Fort Rucker of-
ficial mail manager.

The new mailing ad-
dress is 2218 Sixth Av-
enue, Fort Rucker, AL
36362, and the new let-
terhead has been sent to
director’s secretaries via
e-mail and can be found
on the Fort Rucker Web
site, according to Debo-
rah Seimer, Fort Rucker
director of HR.

“The mail center
receives  all  official
mail and distribution.
Basically, we make sure

Mail center opens with changes postwide

SEE CENTER, PAGE A6
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Statement of Publication

authorization

The Army Flier is an autho-
rized publication for members
of the Department of Defense.
Contents of the Army Flier
are not necessarily the official
views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, or the
Department of the Army.

The editorial content of this
publication is the responsibil-
ity of the Fort Rucker Public
Affairs Office.

Ten thousand copies are
published weekly by Media
General Inc., doing busi-
ness as The Dothan Eagle,

a private company in no way
connected with the U.S.
government under exclusive
contract with the Department
of the Army.

The appearance of ad-
vertising in this publication,
including inserts or supple-
ments, does not constitute
endorsement by the U.S. Army
or Media General Inc. of the
products or services adver-
tised.

Business matters

For business, advertise-
ments, subscriptions or to
report printing errors, contact
The Dothan Eagle, 227 N.
Qates St., Dothan, AL 36303
or call (334) 792-3141.

The Dothan Eagle is respon-
sible for all printing matters
and commercial advertising.

Deadlines are Friday at 2
p.m. for the following week's
edition.

Al editorial content of the
Army Flier is prepared, edited,
provided and approved by
the Public Affairs Office, U.S.
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity

Statement

Everything advertised in this
publication shall be made
available for purchase, use
or patronage without regard
to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital
status, physical handicap,
political affiliation or any other
non-merit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron.

If a violation or rejection of
this equal opportunity policy
by an advertiser is confirmed,
the publisher shall refuse to
print advertising from that
source until the violation is
corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or
photographs by contacting the
Army Flier, Public Affairs Of-
fice, U.S. Army Aviation Center
of Excellence, Fort Rucker,

AL 36362, or call (334)
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls
to other PAO numbers are not
normally transferable.

If you would like to contact
the Army Flier by e-maill,
please contact the editor at
jhughes@armyflier.com.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD BY WRITING AN E-MAIL TO THE ARMY FLIER AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Staying safe on the road

BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM T. WOLF
Director of Army Safety

Look anywhere in the United
States, and one of the surest
signs of spring and summer is
the abundance of motorcycles
on streets and highways.

It’s no different in our Army
— as the temperature rises, so
does the number of sport bikes,
cruisers and everything in be-
tween on our installations. This
time of year is a favorite for rid-
ing enthusiasts, and it is also the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s observation of
Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month.

As an Army, we’ve made great
strides in identifying motorcycle
riders and providing them with
training that has proven time
and again to save lives. Riding
shouldn’t be an underground
activity, and the increasing num-
ber of registered motorcycles
on posts shows most Soldiers
recognize the value of our cur-
rent safety requirements and
initiatives like Motorcycle Men-
torship Programs.

Yet, every year we lose far
too many Soldiers to accidents
involving indiscipline on mo-
torcycles, whether it’s a lack
of proper training, excessive
speeding, neglecting to wear
even the most basic personal
protective equipment or drink-
ing while riding.

Historical analysis shows us
that motorcycle riders are 10
times more likely to become
involved in a Class A-C accident
than sedan operators. Just as
alarming is the ongoing trend of
leaders at the rank of sergeant
and above being fatally injured

k.

“Brig. Gen. William T.
Wolf

on their bikes.

As of mid-March, leaders ac-
counted for 10 of the 13 mo-
torcycle deaths reported Army-
wide for fiscal 2011. Leaders
are responsible for both setting
and enforcing the standard,
and the challenge for our Army
continues to be reaching these
battle-hardened Soldiers on the
importance of their personal ac-
countability.

We place a great deal of em-
phasis on engagement in Sol-
dier safety, but leaders need
engagement from their chain of
command as well. Taking care
of Soldiers is a tremendous job,
and leaders at all levels need
support from their peers and
superiors to do it effectively.
However, we must remember
rank does not exempt a leader
from wearing a helmet, follow-
ing the speed limit or calling a
cab when he or she has had too
much to drink.

Neither does rank matter in
engaging with high-risk Soldiers.
Someone always knows when a
Soldier, whether a subordinate
or superior, is taking unneces-

sary risks on or off duty.

Junior Soldiers should play a
key role in keeping their leaders
safe, and we should allow them
to freely express their concerns
on potentially hazardous situa-
tions. Engagement is a two-way
street and requires constant in-
teraction between Soldiers and
leaders, with everyone looking
out for and learning from one
another.

Moving forward into the
height of riding season, ensure
all your Soldier riders — leader
and junior alike — are engaged
and understand both the joys
and hazards of motorcycle own-
ership. Training, education and
PPE all go a long way toward
keeping riders safe on the road,
but there’s no substitute for
knowing your leaders and Sol-
diers are counting on you to
make it back safe.

While we’ll see more motorcy-
cles on the road during summer
than any other season, privately
owned vehicles still outnumber
bikes by the thousands.

Incidents involving POVs re-
main the top accidental killer
of Soldiers every year, and the
months between April and Sep-
tember are the peak season for
fatal POV accidents. As with
motorcycles, speeding, drinking
and driving and failure to wear
protective equipment — in this
case, seat belts — are the causes
most often cited in fatality re-
ports.

Remember to engage with
your Soldiers on making safety
a priority in all their summer
travels, whether it’s for fun in
the local area, a beach a few
hours away or visits to Family
and friends many hundreds of

miles from post.

Be sure to check out the tools
available on the U.S.Army Com-
bat Readiness/Safety Center
Web site, https://safety.army.
mil, for information and media
products on riding, driving and
summer safety.

The annual Safe Spring/Sum-
mer Campaign was released live
in April and includes posters,
videos and articles designed to
educate Soldiers on hazards as-
sociated with summer activities.
We also recently consolidated
all driving topics in one cen-
tral location on our Web site,
https://safety.army.mil/povmo-
torcyclesafety, with individual
tabs for POV, motorcycle and
recreational vehicle informa-
tion and tools.

Now users can easily retrieve
guidance on specific topics and
stay up-to-date on the latest
safety news with just a couple
of clicks. Let us know how the
new tab works for you.

As always, thank you for the
hard work you do every day to
keep our Soldiers, Family mem-
bers and civilians safe.

Play hard this summer, but re-
member to always play it safe!

Army Safe is Army Strong!

Scan this code with
your smartphone

N

Vivian Cruz,

resource assistant

“They made the ultimate
sacrifice.We owe it to them
and their families to never
forget that”

Rofor

“We need to remember
why we are free.”

,_%—

‘ ‘\X/hy is it important for America to
continue honoring its fallen service
members? 99

Henry Mayer,

fices”

2nd Lt. Matthew Huff,

that we all enjoy every day
is because of their sacri-

Adjutant General and 1st Bn. 223rd Avn. 1st Bn., 145th Avn. 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt.
Military Personnel Regt., instructor pilot Regt. “They are what shaped
Division, human “The American way of life the history of our country,

1st Lt. Korey McDavid,

even dating back to the
Revolutionary War. Our fall-

Todd Pippin, 1st Avn.
Bde., contractor
“So we never take for

granted the sacrifices they
made for our freedom.”

en Soldiers set our county
apart from every other

country”

YOU REACH DEEP
INSIDE YOURSELF.

When you find the courage to fight
through the elements. And you find the
strength to save a life. These are the
kinds of moments you'll experience in the
National Guard.

If you've got it inside you, this is your
time to act. Visit the Guard online at
www.NATIONALGUARD.com or call
1-800-GO-GUARD.

Brought to you as o Public Ser
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Army Emergcy Relief finishes strong

BY BREANNA HERRING
Army Flier Staff Writer

The Army Emergency Relief
Campaign finished the year
strong with a total of $155,265
raised through fundraisers
and donations.

“The success of this cam-
paigns bears witness to the
overwhelming generosity and
generous nature of Soldiers,
retirees and the community,”
said Col. James A. Muskopf,
Army Emergency Relief cam-
paign chairman and Fort
Rucker garrison commander.
“We have received outstand-
ing support for AER and it is
great to see such generosity.”

AER is a private nonprofit
organization that relies mainly
on donations. It is structured
on a worldwide basis to meet
a variety of needs, including
emergency financial aid, chil-
dren and spouse scholarships,
grants to Wounded Warriors
and benefits for surviving
Family members.

AER can assist servicemem-
bers and their Families with ei-
ther a loan or grant.The emer-
gency needs that can qualify
someone vary from rent pay-
ment, mortgage payment, car
repair, car payment, car insur-
ance, repair or purchase of a
stove or fridge, purchasing a
car seat, emergency medical
bills or funeral expenses.

“We try to do the best we
can to not turn anyone away;
if it is a valid emergency need,
we can assist them,” said Nere-
ida “MiMi” Brooks, local Army
Emergency Relief officer.

There were two main
fundraisers along with indi-
vidual donations that helped
reach the total funds for AER
throughout the year. The
Army Aviation Federal Credit
Union Golf Tournament raised
$15,000 and the 6th MP De-
tachment Jail-A-Thon raised
$6,500.

“The campaign went well.
We were able to raise a lot of
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Nereida “MiMi” Brooks, Army Emergency Relief officer, Sgt. 1st Class Samuel Field, 1st Sgt. Walter Howard, and Capt. David LeMay, all of the 6th MP Detachment, and
Col. James A. Muskopf, Army Emergency Relief campaign chairman, hold a check representing the $6,500 raised for AER during the Jail-A-Thon.

money for a good cause and
we had good support from
our leaders, Soldiers and espe-
cially our retirees,” said Capt.
Roderick Duplin, Army Emer-
gency Relief coordinator.

For more information on eli-
gibility and types of assistance
available, visit www.aerhq.
org.To donate throughout the
year, visit the AER office lo-
cated at Bldg. 5700 Rm. 390 or
the Web site.

| Pavtie
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Nereida “MiMi” Brooks, Army Emergency Relief officer accepts a check fol
from Col. James A. Muskopf, Army Emergency Relief campaign chairman.

r $155,265 for the total amount collected for AER

Father gives son his wings during IERW ceremony

where Mason started his

BY RUSSELL SELLERS
Army Flier Staff Writer

Watching a son take up
the cause of his father is a
rewarding and humbling
event, said one father as
he pinned Aviation wings
on his son at the Initial
Entry Rotary Wing Aviator
Course graduation cer-
emony May 19.

Col. Mason W. Thornal,
XVIII Airborne Corps and
Task Force Bragg chief of
staff at Fort Bragg, N.C.,
and graduation guest
speaker, seized the op-
portunity to address the
IERW graduating class
at the U.S. Army Aviation
Museum in addition to
watching his son, 1st Lt.
Hunter Thornal, AH-64

Apache pilot, graduate.

“It was an honor and a
privilege to be able to be
here,” Mason said. “It was
extremely emotional to
see my son make it this far.
I've got another son who is
an infantry officer, they’re
both third-generation Sol-
diers.The military is a rich
tradition in our Family”

Mason, a UH-60 Black
Hawk pilot, said his son
becoming an Apache pi-
lot was a proud moment
as well, despite it being a
different aircraft from his
own.

“I told him that it was
his decision and he’s a lot
smarter than I am,” he said.
“I'm very proud he got se-
lected for the Apache. He
had some wonderful in-

structor pilots that taught
him the basics and now
it’s time for him to move
on before his unit heads
downrange next year”

Hunter said it was a
relief to finally be done
with flight school, but
he’s already preparing for
his next assignment. He
added that being pinned
by his father was an emo-
tional experience for him
as well.

“It felt great and it’s a
real honor to follow in
his footsteps,” he said. “I
always had an idea that I
wanted to be a pilot, and
I made the decision to be-
come an Army pilot while
in college.”

His next assignment
is at Fort Campbell, Ky.,

Aviation career.

“It’s a wonderful place
for a young Aviator,” Ma-
son said.“I'm very thrilled
that he’s going there
next.”

Mason told the attend-
ees and graduates that
being an Army Aviator is
a special calling reserved
for only a select few.

“Aviators are a special
breed of officer forever
bound by the sense of
courage, selfless service,
loyalty and devotion to
duty that few can truly
understand,” he said.

He continued by tell-
ing the newly graduated
officers that he wanted
to focus them on the
type of officer they

should strive to be.
“Institutional training
is over for now,” he said.
“Many of you will find
yourselves prepping for
deployment almost im-
mediately. You're going to
leave here and find your-
selves in units that have
been hard at the business
of continual combat de-
ployments. Your fellow
(Soldiers) will look to you
and wonder what type of
officer they’re getting.
Your reputation as an of-
ficer will be built by the
day-to-day example you
set in every aspect of
your duty performance.
You can choose to meet
the minimum standard or
you can be the standard
bearer for your Soldiers

to emulate.”

Mason continued by
telling the graduates that
the Army is a team effort
and that they should nev-
er forget the basic build-
ing blocks of selfless ser-
vice.

“Your commander will
observe your performance
in that team area,” he said.
“(The commander) will
see either a dedicated
officer or someone satis-
fied with basic minimum
requirements. The basic
building block of selfless
service is the commit-
ment of each team mem-
ber to go a little further,
endure a little longer and
look a little closer at how
he or she can contribute
to the team’s effort.”

PHOTO BY RUSSELL SELLERS

by anyone.

“ den
on
post

A family of foxes plays in the drainage tun-
nels under the track and foothall field behind
the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility May
14. While the foxes may appear friendly, they
are wild animals and should not be approached

X
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oldiers hono

BY BREANNA HERRING
Army Flier Staff Writer

More than 50 warrant
officer candidates dedi-
cated their class sign to
citizens of Shoal Creek
Valley, Ala., one of the
many communities af-
fected by the April tor-
nadoes.

Each warrant officer
candidate class has a
sign that represents its
mascot and class. The
purpose of the sign is to
provide the class each
day with motivation
and promote esprit de
corps in order to keep
it focused as a team, ac-
cording to CW2 Brad
Carpenter, U.S. Army
Warrant Officer Career
College and 1st Warrant
Office Company train-
ing, advising and coun-
seling officer.

Several months ago,
the class was collaborat-
ing on ideas of what its
mascot should be. The
class decided on the
“Tornadoes,” which was
a first in 1st WOCS, and
the motto of “A force to
be reckoned with, sir!”

Not long after the
class decided on the
mascot and motto, tor-
nadoes devastated the
state of Alabama. The
class soon changed
their motto to, “Stand
through the storm, sir!”

“The change in the
motto was to provide in-
spiration for the people
in Alabama who lost so
much,” said Carpenter.

During the aftermath
of the tornadoes, the
class took particular
interest in the town of
Shoal Creek Valley. Car-
penter visited the com-
munity during the clean-
up efforts and showed
the class photographs

of the devastation.

The class soon learned
of Vernon White, Shoal
Creek Valley Fire Rescue
chief who spent the day
of the tornadoes clean-
ing up debris and was
caught in the actual tor-
nado himself.

While out trying to
help others, White was
swept up in a tornado
and tossed 20 feet into
a river, landing upside
down. White narrowly
escaped death by re-
leasing his seatbelt and
swimming out the win-
dow.

‘White was on hand at
the dedication ceremo-
ny Friday on behalf of
Shoal Creek Valley. He
spoke to Soldiers and
told his tale.

“We lost 14 members
of our community, our
own home and one fire
department complete-
ly, with two pumpers
and additional damage
on two more trucks,
White said. “But I am
a true believes in God,
and I thank God for let-
ting me be here today.
If it wasn’t for him, I
wouldn’t be. This ex-
perience has made my
faith a whole lot stron-
ger.”

“We stand in the
storm with God, he is
our protector,” added
Linda White, Vernon’s
wife.

The sign was dedi-
cated to the citizens of
Shoal Creek Valley and
will be placed in their
hometown upon gradu-
ation.

The “Tornadoes” addi-
tionally donated a por-
tion of the funds raised
for class expenditures
towards the disaster
relief efforts, totaling
$1,690.

r tornado victims

PHOTO BY BREANNA HERRING

Warrant Office Career College Class 11-17, the “Tornadoes,” unveils its class sign decorated with its mascot and motto in dedication to the
April tornado victims in Shoal Creek Valley. Vernon White, Shoal Creek Valley Fire and Rescue chief, and his wife, Linda, accepted the sign
on behalf of their community.
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Digital Training Campus available
to Soldiers deployed in Middle East

BY ALEXANDRA
HEMMERLY-BROWN
Army News Service

WASHINGTON - Por-
table professional devel-
opment classrooms that
can be set up virtually
anywhere are currently
being used by units in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

The classrooms are so
portable that Soldiers in
one unit in Afghanistan
reportedly created a ply-
wood structure to house
theirs,according the dep-
uty director of Deployed
Digital Training Campus.

Thesemini-schoolhous-
es are part of the DDTC
initiative developed by
the Army’s Distributed
Learning System, aiming
to provide deployed Sol-
diers with the ability to
work on their military
education while over-
seas, said Glenn Maravil-
las, the deputy project
director for DDTC.

By providing brigade-
sized units with a DDTC
as part of their deploy-
ment equipment, leaders
can ensure their Soldiers’
education doesn’t fall
behind, even when sta-
tioned at primitive out-
posts, he added.

EachDDTCis equipped
with 20 laptop worksta-
tions, internet accessi-
bility, video tele-training,

voice over IP, designated
satellite access, and can
be set up in less than two
hours. The DDTC also
puts Soldiers in direct
connection with more
than 1,200 pre-loaded
Army Learning Manage-
ment System courses.

Many times, Soldiers
don’t have access to the
equipment needed to
work on their profession-
al development while de-
ployed - something that
can delay promotions,
Maravillas said.

“It provides Soldiers
and civilians who are
deployed a means to
access training, and by
completing training they
gain promotion points,
so they can move on in
rank,” he said.

Maravillas noted that
some units without much
dwell time also find it
hard to complete profes-
sional training while at
home.

“Noncommissioned of-
ficers like the concept be-
cause they can schedule
time for their Soldiers to
work on their schooling
when they have down
time,” he added.

The DDTC classrooms
also have another advan-
tage: they are classified
capable if needed. Units
can also use the telecon-
ferencing feature to talk

to their rear detachments
at home, or their replace-
ment units, Maravillas
said.

Brigades can request a
DDTC from their higher
headquarters as they are
readying for deployment
and certify unit system
operators with a three-
day training course.Then
a DDTC will be issued to
the brigade on a hand-
receipt and returned af-
ter the deployment like
any other piece of equip-
ment.

Maravillas noted that
DDTCs fall within the
Chief of Staff of the Ar-

my’s Learning Concept
2015, which stresses ac-
cess to technology to en-
able education.

The first DDTC was
sent overseas last year
and there are currently
six campuses in de-
ployed locations, with
plans for a total of 50 to
be developed by 2015.
And the capability is not
limited to active-duty
units - Reserve and Na-
tional Guard brigades
can request them as
well.

For more information,
visit www.dls.army.mil/
Ims_overview.html.

TO ADVERTISE
IN THE
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Call Brenda at 393-9715

FREE
MULTI-VITAMINS!

g™

amonts®

Because we care
about your health

we will give you a
free monthly supply
of vitamins with

/ your medications.

$5.00
RX Plan

Get a month
Supply of certain
medications!

We Love
Fort Rucker!
We Support

our Men

& Women!

RYAN

PHARMACY

Brett Bryan ® PHArmAcIST

Enterprise

804 Glover Ave 991
-5111 8

347

AL Huy 203
97-5222

www.bryanpharamey.com

U.S. ARMY PHOTO

Lt Col. Tina Blom participates in Deployed Digital Training Campus new equip-
ment training at Fort Eustis, Va,in December. DDTC's provide Soldiers with a
way to continue their professional military development while deployed.

FREE SEMINAR

Age Related
MACULAR
DEGENERATION

SOUTHEAST |
Thursday EYE CLINIC N
June 9th  Dr. Chris Wilingham,
5:30 pm Retina Specialist

Call for reservation
Limited seating available
Refreshments and door prizes

287 HEALTHWEST DRIVE, DOTHAN
SoutheastEyeClinic.com

334-794-1968  1-800-300-8989

CAMPING WORLD RV SALES

MARKDOWN

| OUR LOWEST PRICES
. OFTHE YEAR!

USED 2003 KEYSTONE

LAREDO 27R
STK. #DOT37762 - LIST $19995

Now $11,995

USED 2004 FOREST RIVER
GEORGETOWN 342DS

STK. #DOT38449 - LIST $57,988

Now 336,995

2

LOW FINANCE
RATES AVAILABLE!

NEW 2011 COLEMAN

COLEMAN C(TE184
STK. #DOT37804 - LIST $20,925

Nnow *18,616°

NEW 2011 KEYSTONE
SYDNEY 330FRL

STK. #DOT37068 - LIST $52,995

Now 39,995

USED 2010 KEYSTONE
COUGAR 26RBS

STK. #DOT38659 - LIST $29,995

Now 19,995

USED 2009 WINNEBAGO
CHALET 29T

STK. #DOT36050 - LIST $69,995

Now $42,995

MAYHEM

. WE TAKE ALMOST
' ANYTHING ON TRADE!

NEW 2011 KEYSTONE

SPRINTER 250RBS
STK. #DOT36965 - LIST $32,995

Now $21,995°

USED 2006 ALFA
FOUNDER 40FD

STK. #DOT38552 - LIST $129,995

Now 579,995

EVERYTHING REDUCED!
SAVE BIG ON REMAINING 2010S & HUGE SAVINGS ON NEW 2011S!

CAMPING WORLD

RV SALES

2961 Ross Clark Circle
DOTHAN, AL 36301

RV SALES HOURS: Mon-Sat 8-6, Sun 11-4

call Toll-Free 888.821.6905 visit us oniine GampingWorld0fDothan.com

*Prices not inclusive of tax, title, license, prep and dealer doc fees. **Based on Statistical Surveys 2010. Advertised inventory available at time of printing. Not applicable to prior sales. See

dealer for details. Offers expire 7 days from publication date.

DOT14557-0511



A6 * MAY 26,2011 | ARMYFLIER.COM

Valorous: Unit’s sacrifices honored with ceremony

Continued from Page A1

“It’'s a good thing I was sitting down
when I came across it,” he said.“I had such
a visceral reaction that,if I had been stand-
ing, I might have needed help getting
back up”

According to the award write up, the
unit conducted numerous combat as-
saults into areas congested with anti-
aircraft weapons and armor. Enemy gun-
ners were highly accurate and positioned
themselves strategically so as to disrupt
the helicopters’ flight paths as much as
possible.The unit continued to fly mission
after mission into increasingly dangerous
combat zones. The unit was instrumental
in extracting besieged allied troops near
the end of combat operations.

After finding the recommendation,
‘Womack started pushing for the award to
finally be awarded. He said it was a great
moment for the unit and the Soldiers who
served in it when the order was finally
signed.

“For our era, the Soldier wasn’t well-
received when he came home,” Womack
said. “In this case, it was almost adding
insult to injury that not only did those at

PHOTO BY RUSSELL SELLERS

Maj. Michael Dyer, 1st Bn., 14th Avn. Regt. adjutant, right, talks with retired members of his unit, retired
Cpl. Henry Russell and retired Lt. Col. Richard Sienkiewiel, at a Valorous Unit award ceremony at the U.S.

Army Aviation Museum May 20.

home ignore us, but our command had
failed to recognize the price we had paid
in the course of doing our duty.I'm just so
heartened that today has come and that
the sacrifices the unit made are finally be-
ing recognized.

The commander of the 1st Bn., 14th
Avn. Regt. during the time the events took
place, retired Col. Joseph Rutkowski, was
unable to attend due to illness, but the
former S3, retired Maj. Clark Sando, made
sure those in attendance knew how much

the award meant to all who were in the
unit during those days.

“It was a great honor to be here today
representing the unit,” he said. “It’s those
who didn’t come back with us that we’re
honoring.”

Sando added it was great to be able to
meet the new commanders of the unit
and to see how far the Soldiers of today
have come.

The current commander of the unit, Lt.
Col. Scott Halverson, told the former Sol-
diers of the 1st Bn., 14th Avn. Regt., the
Soldiers in the unit today wouldn’t be
where they are if it weren’t for the efforts
made by those that came before them.

“We calculate the value of our contri-
butions by the quality of the Aviation pro-
fessionals we send to commanders in the
field,” he said.“They are ready to fight,and
join in the tradition you have established
in sweat and blood of battles fought not
so long ago.Our pledge to you is that we’ll
continue to live up to the high standards
of loyalty, selfless service and personal
courage you demonstrated to us in times
past.We'll continue to ensure the officers
we train understand and are committed
to that tradition as well”

Center: New mail facility offers greater safety, convenience

was evacuated,” added

vast improvement.”

ceiving UPS drop offs and

Continued from Page A1

everyone gets their mail
and distribution and we
help customers if they
have special needs with
FedEx, express mail, etc.,”
said Irby. “The main goal
is making sure everything
is distributed as it should
be distributed.”

The new facility is also

safer, for the occupants
on post. It has been iso-
lated to a stand-alone
building and has also
been equipped with blast
proof screens on the win-
dows in case an event
should occur, according
to Irby.

“The new facility is saf-
er, especially for the peo-
ple in Bldg. 5700. If we

get suspicious mail, it just
affects those in the stand-
alone building instead of
the entire building such
as 5700, she said.

“For example, back in
December, there was a
suspicious package re-
ceived by the official mail
downstairs in Bldg. 5700.
They noticed it looked
suspicious and Bldg. 5700

Seimer. “For the safety for
the rest of the post,itis a

Lastly,the new mail cen-
ter will no longer be re-

no personal mail will be
received or distributed.

Home of the Free

WE SUPPORT
OUR TROOPS

103 Years ® 4 Generations
Bill & Will Searcy, Owners
Members of AUSA

Because of the Brave

The City of Geneva
Thanksthe soldiers of Fort Rucker
and our sister unit 1-13th

Pt

SEARCY FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATORY

Highway 167 North
Enterprise/Across from Lowes

393-CARE (2273) or 347-2517

www.searcyfuneralhome.com

&

Low Rates Extended!

Our low loan rates from our Annual
Car, Truck, Boat & RV Sale have been

Find your best deal from your favorite
dealer, and don’t miss out on some of
the lowest rates of the year!

extended— but only for a limited time!

LOAN PLAN APR* APP. TERMS*

New Autos 2.99%* up to 36 months**

3.49%* up to 48 months**

3.49%* up to 60 months**

Used Autos 4.49%* up to 48 months**

New Boats 5.90%* up to 60 months**
5.90%* up to 120 months**

New Recreational Vehicles  5.75%* up to 60 months**
5.75%* up to 143 months**
5.99%* up to 180 months**

—— ®

(334) 598-4411

a2

*APR means annual percentage rate. **Autos: 72 months
**Boats: Up to 60 months- Available on units under $15,

$20,000-$49,999; Up to 180 months- Available on units ov

Army n Cen
Federal Credit Union

Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Rd., Ft. Rucker
341 N. Daleville Ave., Daleville

You can join at any of our 10 Wiregrass locations!

Aviation Center

www.aacfcu.com

available on new units and 1 year old on $20,000 or more;

84 months available on new units and 1 year old on $30,000 or more. Used Autos are considered 2 and 3 years old.

000; Up to 120 months- Available on units over $15,000.

**Recreational Vehicles: Up to 60 months-Available on units under $20,000. Up to 143 months- Available on units

er $50,000. Army Aviation Center Federal Credit Union will

finance up to 100% MSRP (new) or NADA (used) plus tax and title on all units. Offer good for a limited time with
approved credit. Certain restrictions may apply. Contact any of our branch locations for more information.

The City of Enterprise
thanks the Soldiers and Families
of Fort Rucker, Alabama

You help make up the
fabric of our community
and we appreciate your

dai ly sacri fices.

A
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Army warfighters go

digital to hone

BY CHERYL PELLERIN
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — With
more than 1 million ser-
vice members on active
duty in the United States,
the military services, and
especially the Army, are
running short of a criti-
cal commodity - training
grounds.

The problem, intensi-
fied by the winding down
of two wars, is ratcheting
up the interest of Army
senior leaders in virtual
solutions to real-world
constraints.

“We have a lot of Sol-
diers coming home to sta-
tions here in the United
States, and we don’t have
enough terrain in many
of those places to train
those Soldiers out on live
ranges,” Army Col. Antho-
ny D. Krogh told Ameri-
can Forces Press Service.

Krogh is director of the
National Simulation Cen-
ter, part of the Combined
Arms Center at Fort Leav-
enworth, Kan.

“We just physically
can’t do it he said. “Fort
Lewis is a good example.”

Seven 5,000-person bri-
gades are on the ground
at Fort Lewis, now part of
Joint Base Lewis-McChord
in the state of Washington,
he said.

“But here’s the thing -
there’s only enough ma-
neuver space and range
for one brigade there at a
time,” he added.

That means “our perish-
able skills as Soldiers start
to atrophy rather rapidly,”
the colonel said.“The only
way we can make up for
that is to use a synthetic,
or virtual, world.”

Krogh says Army com-
mand and control sys-
tems themselves produce
a kind of synthetic envi-
ronment that has been in
use for a long time. Force
XXI Battle Command Bri-
gade and Below, called
FBCB2, for example, is
a computer-based com-
munication platform for
commanders.

Blue Force Tracking is a
GPS-enabled system that
gives military command-
ers and forces location in-
formation about friendly
and hostile forces. Other
command-and-control vi-
sualization tools let com-
manders see a 3D battle
space and locate units or
particular Soldiers there,
the colonel said.

“It doesn’t look like an
avatar,” Krogh said, refer-
ring to digital representa-
tions of users that popu-
late virtual worlds, “but it
isasynthetic environment
that’s created because
we learn or understand
quicker through visualiza-
tion than anything else”

The Army also uses
simulators of all kinds to
train Soldiers at different
levels, he said, from squad
and fire-team leaders and
individual Soldiers to divi-
sion and corps command-
ers.

Emerging-technology
Army initiatives include
a Training and Doctrine
Command effort called
the Training Brain. This
combines capabilities,
systems, networks and
data into a system that
uses modeling, simulation
and gaming to replicate
real-world events for use
in training.

Within about four days,
the Training Brain system
can turn a firefight or a
mission into a simulation

game, the command’s
‘Web site says.

“In terms of virtual
worlds, our primary focus
is on Virtual Battlespace
2, the VBS2 game, Krogh
said. “Gaming initially got
a bad rap because a lot
of us had teenagers who
were playing Xbox and
Nintendo instead of doing
their homework. Fortu-
nately, we as leaders grew
into this and recognized
the value.”

VBS2 has been particu-
larly successful, he said.

“Arguably,it’s one of the
most successful simula-
tions we’ve ever brought
to the force,” he added.
“In terms of cost versus
usage, it’s a huge success.”

Prague-based Bohe-
mia Interactive Studio
developed the gaming
and training platform in
cooperation with the Ma-
rine Corps, the Australian
Defense Force and other
military customers. It in-
cludes a virtual battlefield
on which users can oper-
ate land, sea and air ve-

B -
The Training

hicles. Lots of people can
play the game at once in
virtual complex urban ar-
eas that include buildings
that players can destroy,
and realistic working
weapons.

An after-action review
module, called AAR, re-
cords every player action,
bullet path, explosion and
vehicle movement for a
detailed examination of
the training mission.

“The most important
thing in any of these syn-
thetic environments is to
have focused training and
the ability to conduct an
AAR critique [to under-
stand] what you did right
and what you need to
work on,” Krogh said.

VBS2 and other initia-
tives have helped Army
senior leadership under-
stand the value of virtual
training. Now, Krogh said,
the Army is looking to
expand the use of virtual
worlds, noting that vir-
tual reality will allow an
entire brigade to train at
one time next year at Fort

h = g
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PHOTO BY SGT. ANGELICA GOLINDANO
Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, then commanding general of the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, now the Army’s chief of staff, discusses the
capabilities of remote training with Keith Johnston at the February 2011 Winter Association of the U.S. Army Exposition in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Bliss, Texas.

“Only one battalion
will physically maneuver
on real dirt,” he explained.
“The rest of the brigade
will either be in virtual
flight or tank simulators,
or in their command
posts through what we
call constructive simula-
tion. So [it will feature]
a lot of digital dirt, and a
little bit of real dirt”

Further into the future,
Krogh said, the Army is
exploring the utility of
“massively — multiplayer”
online gaming technolo-
gy, like that used in World
of Warcraft.

“These have been in
the commercial world for-

ever, but we’re looking to
leverage that for training
our Soldiers around the
clock, around the world,
where they can always
jump onto that synthetic
environment and train,
he said.

The Army is bringing a
new system online that
tracks physical training
scores, weapons qualifi-
cation levels and scores
for other service skills
for individuals in the real
world and links them to
that person’s avatar in the
Army’s virtual environ-
ment, he added.

“Picture this,” Krogh
said.“If I don’t do well on
a physical training test,

skills

my avatar will not run as
fast or move as quick or
sustain in combat as long
as another Soldier who
has a better PT score in
the real world”

The same thing will
happen for others skills,
he said.

“If T am out of tolerance
for my weapons training
or I have only shot marks-
man as opposed to sharp-
shooter or expert, then
my PH/PK - probability
of hit/probability of kill
- in the simulation goes
way down, because I'm
not as highly skilled in the
real world.”

Training in the virtual
world would mirror train-
ing in the real world, the
colonel added.

Practicing with fire-
arms online “would help
you prepare so that when
you went to the real
range, you'd have had that
continuous experience of
engaging the targets and
putting the weapon into
service,” he said.

Soldiers couldn’t do
physical training online,
but in seeing where they
stand in relation to their
peers, Krogh said, “a Sol-
dier would realize, ‘T've
got to lose some weight
and do better on the PT
test, because when I go
online my squad is always
leaving me behind.”

Despite progress, the
Army is just getting start-
ed, Krogh said.

“I would say within the
next two years we’ll be
able to put many of these
capabilities in place,” he
said.
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Enterpnse Health Foods

Located in Front of Walmart ¢ 347-4796

NCERT PRODUC N CELEBRATING THE
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MONDAY. MAY 30 AT 7-30PM

Special Military Discount
W|th Proper ID!

r tickets call:
(334) 615-3175

We Salute Jou
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Dothan Opera House
115 N. St. Andrews St.

Dothan, AL nblackconcert.com

Every day we're serving up homestyle meals everyone loves,
starting at just $4.99. Dig into hearty dishes like golden fried

chicken, roast beef with gravy or Southern fried fish - all served
up with two sides and fresh baked bread. Present your military ID
and get 10% off your entire purchase every time you dine with us.
It’s just our way of saying thanks for all you do.

®

Visit us at piccadilly.com or at the following location:

900 Commons Dr.
(334) 794-8609

Cannot be combined with any other offers. Excludes tax.
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_with these "pool" deals

MLS: 20110793 312 YVONNE DRIVE 168,753 Wonderful 3 MLS: 20111169 408 CHOCTAW 153,500 3 bedroom 2 bath ~ MLS: 20110618 193 HUDSON CIRCLE 89, 900 Remolded
bedroom 2 bath home with pool for the hot summer. Pool has ~ home located on private lot. Huge bonus room and sun room, kitchen, new floors throughout. Pool, electric workshed, new
new liner (2010) and new diving board. New roof (2010), new fresh paint, newer roof and more! CALL SHEREE 806-7188 OR paint. Great investment. CALL JENNA 400-3735

garage door opener and garbage disposal. CALL SHEREE 806-  VISIT ENTERPRISEHOMESALES.COM
7188 OR VISIT ENTERPRISEHOMESALES.COM

MLS: 20110759 111 BROOKWOOD DRIVE 286,000 Stunning MLS: 20110536 2801 CR 355 499,000 Victorian Elegance! 5
4 bedroom 2.5 bath home with huge pantry, 12 ft ceilings and ~ bedroom 3.5 baths, pool, plenty of storage space, 2 laundry
inground pool. New construction. CALL SHEREE @ 806-7188 OR  rooms and 10 plus acres. CALL JENNA @ 400-3735 OR SHAWN

VISIT ENTERPRISEHOMESALES.COM 475-6405

2915 Rucker Blvd
Enterprise, AL

REALTY (334) 347-6610

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyr ealty.com : Buyi ng i ng Renti ng
3 or need Property

Facebook

Becomea ___ o
&“uyzl fan o EXE ES J Management? Talk to us

29 15 Rucker Blvd - Enterprise, AL

(334) 347-6610

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

REGENCY REALTY, INC.
-

WAKEFIELD SUBDIVISION,
Seller pays ALL Closing Costs &
$1,000 Toward Pre-Paid Items

== o S “= i 1268 HIGHLAND: VIDEO
o [/ LISTING ON YouTube AND

GREAT HOME. 4 BR/2.5 BA, SEARCH ~BY MLS#  ON OPEN HOUSE Every Sunday

3054 +- sq ft, beautlfu\ly Century 21.com: 4 BR/3 BA,

landscaped, ~ comp etel‘zl 2+acres pond , over 3600

fenced. Large comer ot +- sq ft. and all the finest upgrades you

sheds, garden area, many can imagine from the gourmet kitchen to

fruit trees and other ameni- the heated tile master bathroom roor

ties. $170,000 JIMMY E. Call TERRI TODAY FOR ALL

JONES 334-406-1752 EOE‘;I'AI&.S $250, 000 TEXT TERRI 334

MLS: 31881 208 SOUTHERN WINDS DR $24'5 000 Southern Winds subdivision.

'4Pm ° 1 23 concord Ave 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with doubledgarage Bonus room, fireplace, wood floors, and
granite countertops throughout. Price
6405

All Appliances, HOA, Pool, Clubhouse, Lawn Care & Pest Control! below appraised value, CALL SHAWN 475-

106 CONCORD AVE
ZBR/ZBA STA'N[ESS APP”AN(ESI MI.S# 20”0083 MLS: 31860 102 Valley Chase 219,750 Bgautiful 3 bedroom 2.5 bath home situt-

ed on private lot. Many upgrades including brazilian pecan floors and more! Call Becky
Hancock Realty @ 347-6610

44 BROOKVIEW: Excmngly
Economical! Your budget
will cheer the value in this 3
BR, in_Brookside

CONVENIENT TO EVERY »

THING - close to shops, & = =
doctors, ofﬂces schools, -
this one story is loaded with

Subdivision.  Grandroom charm.” Updated features
with fireplace, formal dining, inside and outside of this
eat in kitchen & sunroom. 3BR/2BA home - wrapped with new vinyl,

New double paned double insulated 15 seer H\/AC installed in 2010, and pri-
Wéndovg(s & pick your colokr\tfor tg‘e w]pyl 6\/ new white vinyl fencing.
siding & you can move right in. Clap for

serwcge' yEVELYN HITCH9334 406-3436 E;‘ITEIRPRISEli"l%YMEDTUE’\A%I 22)4M301 5656

EVELYNHITCHREALESTATE.COM

BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE

35 COURTYARD WAY MLS: 32874 106 Tumbleweed 220,000 4 bedroom 2 bath new constructlon home
% *
MOVE IN SPECIAL" On tis 2BR/2 5BA in Legacy Farms and close to Ft. Rucker. Call Sheree @ 806-7188 or visit enter-

Townhome, convenient fo FT Rucker, All || prisehomesales.com
appliancs o inclde washer ond dyer . \

one-Car garage, pafio, lown care, pest
control and use of SALT WATER POOL

SPACIOUS, 4 BR/2.5 BA, 2
car garage home with_split
bedroom plan w/ over 2600
sq ft., large corner lot.
Beautn‘ul open floor plan,
bonus room that could be

GREAT LOCATION for
our business. On the

265 5th BR. Great for rowin
PXULETTE LEE 334- 347 family. $277,900 BOB KUYKENDALL and Clubhouse!
334-369-8534 BOBALHOMES COM :
MOVE IN SPECIAL .

103 WOODBERRY DRIVE, : st T A

YOUR PAYMENTS COULD BE LESS

THAN RENT! In this 2BR/2.5BA I\]{ILS: 30?68 620%1 fCO}JNbTY ROAE ZOS 25‘°,;°é’°c 2.22 acres, main r#)uﬁe-wzl;s
sf, guest house-500 sf pole barn, workshop and shed. Country living just off the circle.

Townhome located near Ft Rucker. All e TONYA @ 8o6-7d0

appliances to include washer and
dryer, patio, fence, one-car garage,

lawn care, pest control and use of
POOL and Clubhouse! MLS#20111036

806 LEE ST #8: Over 2400 sq ft well
maintained, one owner, 2 storr town-
house with 3 BR/2.5 BA, forma d\nmg
fireplace in grand room and MBR down-
stairs. Fenced back ard W|th nlce l:patlo
area $183 500 CE URY 2

334 347 0048

PATLEGGETTREALESTATE.COM C21 REGENCYREALTY COM

NEED A RENTAL?

AREA'S LARGEST RENTAL COMPANY!

509 CHURCH: Great 3 BR/2
BA, great neighborhood.
Pr|ced to seH PA LEGGETT
33 -7653

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.
= 334-347-0049 ]

e ances, utility/laundry room, carpet/ceramic file, double car garage, patio, fence and TANJALANDRY.COM
AT L (01 ST G et AR A A E quarterly pest control. all o see foday! Call or check out our website for our “3rd Suturday Seminars!"

MLS: 20110268 267 TRENT ROAD 173,000 Lots of natural light in this 3/2 home.
Split bedrooms and grand ceilings throughout home. CALL TANJA 701-9403 OR VISIT

204 CHOCTAW RD, NOW READY breat 3BR/2BA Home comes with all kitchen appli-
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ARMY
BRIEFS

ARMY SWIMMERS WIN
15 MEDALS

COLORADO SRPINGS, Colo.
- The swimming finals at the
2011 Warrior Games May 20
brought the Army 15 medals,
including several gold.

The Army had participants
in all 15 events at the Olympic
Training Aquatics Center,
and though the competition
was fierce, the camaraderie
between the services was
evident in the enthusiastic
cheers from the crowd.

The Army team earned four
gold medals over the course
of the meet, to include two
shut-outs in the Men’s 50 LC
Meter Freestyle open Multi-
disability event and the Men'’s
100 LC Meter Freestyle open
Multi-disability event.

The meet culminated in a
relay, where the Army took
silver.

Staff Sgt. Stefanie Mason
won the gold in the Women’s
50-meter freestyle open
multi-disability event, with a
time of 39.51 seconds, and
the bronze in the Women’s
50-meter backstroke open
multi-disability event, with a
time of 55.81 seconds.

The 2011 Warrior Games, a
joint effort between the U.S.
Olympic Committee and the
U.S. Department of Defense,
is sponsored by Deloitte. For
more information, see www.
usparalympics.org/warrior-
games.

STUDY FOCUSES ON
MENTAL HEALTH OF
FORCE IN AFGHANISTAN

WASHINGTON - Soldiers say
there’s lower barriers and bet-
ter access to behavioral health
care in theater, even though
for many there’s been an
increase in time spent outside
the wire.

The assessment of Soldier
opinion on behavioral health
care was revealed May 19
with the release of the Joint
Mental Health Advisory Team
VIl survey.

The J-MHAT 7 survey oper-
ated inside Afghanistan, con-
sulting with both Soldiers and
Marines in land combat forces
between July and August
2010. About 911 surveys were
collected from 40 different
Army maneuver unit platoons,
and some 335 surveys were
collected from 13 Marine
Corps platoons. Additionally,
85 surveys were collected
from behavioral health special-
ists in theater.

A priority for Army leadership
is eliminating the stigma as-
sociated with seeking mental
health assistance. The J-MHAT
T report says about half of
Soldiers said they “would be
seen as weak” for seeking
such services. The number
didn’t change from the 2009
report.

The report also says that
Soldiers are reporting “signifi-
cantly higher” rates of acute
stress than what was reported
in 2009 or in 2005. However,
the report also shows that
medication use for mental
health or combat stress was
at 3.7 percent for Soldiers
-- a slightly lower rate of use
than what is seen among the
civilian population with similar
demographics.

In Afghanistan, the report
shows “dramatic increase” in
combat exposure for Soldiers
surveyed, as compared to
2009 -- in fact, combat levels
are higher than what was
reported in past MHAT reports
for either theater.
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Employees who have supported the Hunter UAS during a history of success are recognized by Col. Gregory Gonzalez during Thursday’s dedication ceremony for a Hunter

TR display.

Pioneer sails to success

BY KARI HAWKINS
US.Army Garrison Redstone

REDSTONE ARSENAL,Ala. — It was the first
UAS to be tested. It was the first to be sent to
the battlefield. It was the first to carry a weap-
on and the first to communicate with Soldiers

on the ground.

It is the Army’s longest serving short-range
UAS used at the corps and division level.

Described as the workhorse for UAS and
credited with paving the way for other un-
manned aircraft to be developed and fielded,
the MQ-5B Hunter UAS set the standard for the
Army’s UAS program,which now flies a fleet of

unmanned aircraft in both Iraq and Afghanistan
in support of the warfighter on the ground.

And it did so without a budget.

“This program has had a very interesting his-
tory. It started out rocky, but has been success-
ful. It has had a tremendous history;” said Col.
Gregory Gonzalez, project manager for the

UAS Project Office.

“It was the little program that they thought
couldn’t, that actually did. People had little
faith in unmanned aircraft. This is a true testa-
ment of keeping behind a particular program
to see what it can do,” he said.

Employees of the Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems Project Office along with participants in

last week’s Aviation Synchronization Confer-
ence held at Redstone Arsenal, Ala., gathered
for the dedication of a MQ-5B Hunter UAS May
12, which is now mounted on a platform just
outside the Sparkman Center.

The UAS Modernization Product Office co-
ordinated the mounting of the Hunter display

as a fitting representation of the Hunter team’s

continued support to the warfighter.

“It really is an event that requires special rec-
ognition for not only the aircraft itself, but also
for the hard effort and work of employees,and
the Soldiers and contractors who have been

SEE PIONEER, PAGE B4

Afghan security forces grow in numbers

BY CHERYL PELLERIN
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — The num-
ber and quality of recruits to the
Afghan national security force
are growing, a senior official in
the training effort said Monday.

Jack Kem, deputy to the com-
mander of NATO Training Mis-
sion Afghanistan and Combined
Security Transition Command
Afghanistan, briefed Pentagon
reporters about his duties in the
Afghan capital of Kabul, where
he is responsible for the NATO
training mission’s literacy, gen-
der, integrity building and rule
of law programs.

“The size of the Afghan Na-
tional Army has increased from
97,000 in November 2009 to
over 164,000 today,” Kem said,
adding it will grow to 171,600
by summer’s end. The Afghan
National Police has grown from
just under 95,000 in November
2009 to 126,000 today, and will
reach 134,000 by fall.

Taken together, Kem said, this
is an increase of 98,000 recruits
in 18 months that has been ac-
companied by a dramatic in-
crease in quality.

The literacy rate for incom-
ing soldiers and police officers
is about 14 percent, Kem said,
“meaning that 86 percent of our
recruits are unable to read and
write at the third-grade level.
This has been an enormous
challenge.” What began as a vol-
untary literacy program with
less than 13,000 enrolled has be-
come mandatory for basic army
and police training, he said, and
programs around the country
are teaching basic literacy and
numeracy.

“Today, we have over 81,000
Afghan [soldiers and police]
in mandatory literacy classes,
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Jack Kem, deputy to the commander of NATO Training Mission Afghanistan and Combined Security Transition Command Afghanistan, briefs reporters
at the Pentagon May 23 on the progress being made in providing literacy, basic skills and English language training to the Afghan army and police.

and we have graduated another
92,000 in different literacy class-
es since November 2009, Kem
said.
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