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New UAS maintainer course launches

‘building the plane in flight?” That’s
exactly what we did because we re-
ally had no clear idea where to even
start,” Mitchell said.

While members of the cadre at the
academy knew they needed to create
the course to start teaching students
in fiscal year 2013, they were caught
by surprise when needs in the field to
support full-spectrum Combat Avia-
tion Brigades suddenly accelerated
that timeline to six months to create
the course from scratch, the comman-
dant added.

No curriculum, no equipment, no
classroom, no area to work on UAS
or even UAS to work on, no com-
puters, no desks or workbenches, no
computers, etc., just a task. And a lot
of talented NCOs driven to go above
and beyond their normal duties to
make happen what the Army needed,
Mitchell said.

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

At first glance, the 15E Unmanned
Aircraft Systems Maintainer Ad-
vanced and Senior Leadership Course
at the U.S. Army Aviation Center of
Excellence  Noncommissioned Of-
ficer Academy looks and feels like
a well-oiled Army training machine
honed over the years by experienced
Soldiers.

And that glance proves true, except
for the “honed over the years” part.

In truth, the 15 students now at
about the midway point are the first
Soldiers to experience the course that
will take them to the leadership levels
of UAS maintenance, and the road to
creating this initial class was a hectic
six-month journey on a barren and
bumpy road at over 100 mph, said
Sgt. Maj. Richard A. Mitchell, com-
mandant of the academy.

“You’ve heard the terminology
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Sgt. 1st Class Paul Gentry (middle), senior UAS maintainer, instructs Staff Sgts. Christopher Duhe and Chris Bunten

SEE NEW, PAGE A6 on UAS maintenance during the 15E course at the USAACE NCOA.
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Hunter Lukacz, sixth grader at Fort Rucker Elementary School, and Dr.
Vicki Gilmer, principal of the school, present a drawing Lukacz created to
retired Lt. Col. Herbert E. Carter of the 99th Fighter Squadron, Tuskegee
Airmen, during Fort Rucker’s kickoff of its Black History Month celebra-
tion Friday at the PX. All sixth grade students and teachers signed the
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1-58th AOB returns home

Soldiers from the 1-58th Airfield Operation Battalion return home to Fort Rucker after a yearlong deployment to multiple loca-
tions in the Middle East Sunday. For full coverage of the homecoming, see next week's Army Flier.

Tax Center provides free return preparation

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

“The hardest thing in the world
to understand is the income tax,”
said Albert Einstein, according the
Internal Revenue Service’s website
that lists famous quotations on one
of life’s two certainties.

But many in the Fort Rucker
community can rest easier know-
ing that help, and free help at that,
is available from volunteers trained
and certified in understanding the
complex world of income tax at the
Tax Center that opened Monday in
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 371F, according
to Tod Clayton, Fort Rucker’s tax
coordinator.

Access to that free help is as
easy to get as tapping out a few
numbers on a telephone and mak-
ing an appointment, and returns
are expected to be back in people’s
bank accounts in as little as seven
to 10 working days, Clayton said.

The Tax Center is open week-
days, except for federal holidays,
from 9 am. to 4 p.m. No walk-
ins are taken, but people can call
255-2937 for an appointment.

The Tax Center offers its full
advisement, preparation and filing,
including e-filing, services to ac-
tive duty military, Family members
and retirees for their federal and
state returns. While volunteers are
trained and certified for Alabama,
they can help with other state tax-
es, the tax coordinator said.

The only limitations are people

PHOTO BY JIM HUGHES

Sarah Apodaca, volunteer tax assistant at the Fort Rucker Tax Center, discusses a
federal return with a client Monday shortly after the center opened for business to
provide free tax advice, information, filing and e-filing services to active duty mili-

tary, Family members and retirees.

are limited to one rental property
on their returns, only one state per
person for e-filing with additional
ones mailed and no returns for
personal businesses are serviced,
Clayton added.

“If you have a business, you’ll
need to go to a certified public ac-
countant,” he said. “And for people
with more than one rental property,
that’s considered a business.”

When people call for an appoint-
ment, they are welcome to discuss
what they will need to bring, be-
cause preparation is key to getting
everything filed with just one ap-
pointment, Clayton added.

“The general idea is one ap-
pointment, but we can take people
back if we need to,” he said. “We

usually work in times where we
can see people again if they forget
something or if research for a par-
ticular problem is required.”

People also get copies of all the
forms and what is submitted to
keep for their records, and also ad-
vice on how to lessen the amount
owed or refunded.

“We’ll go over everything with
people and also educate them on
things they can do for future years
— how to lower what you owe, or
if how to lower what you get back
so they have money in their pock-
ets rather letting the government
use it for free. I’'m a firm believer
in the closer to zero you can get for

SEE FREE, PAGE A7

drawing.

Post celebrates
Black History

By David Agan
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

Members of the Fort Ruck-
er community gathered at the
post exchange Friday to kick
off the annual celebration of
Black History Month.

Patrons sampled home-
style cuisine while being
entertained by live music
and an exhibition of gospel
dancing, and those in atten-
dance also enjoyed the rare
opportunity to meet one of
the original Tuskegee Air-
men.

“It’s an opportunity to ed-
ucate other people on a cul-
ture that’s different than their
own,” said Sgt. 1st Class Da-
vid Kintz, chief equal oppor-
tunity adviser.

The U.S. Army is com-
prised of people who come
from different cultural back-
grounds and it is not uncom-
mon for barriers to exist
between those who don’t un-
derstand those differences,
according to the EO adviser.

“This gives us an opportu-
nity to come by, learn about
a different culture, the his-
tory, the sociology and, in a
case like today, some of the
heroes that belong to that
culture,” said Kintz.

The event was highlighted
by a meet and greet with
retired Lt. Col. Herbert E.
Carter of the 99th Fighter
Squadron, Tuskegee Air-
men.

“It is my pleasure to be
here at Fort Rucker,” said
Carter. “I’ve been here sev-
eral times over the years
and it always reminds me of
the first seven years of my
career, 1942 through 1949,
when | was in the Army Air
Corps.”

In those days, black Sol-
diers drafted into the U.S.
Army traditionally served
as privates, corporals or ser-
geants in the rear ranks and
were very rarely mission of-
ficers, according to Carter.

“But these Tuskegee Air-
men saw themselves com-
pletely differently,” he add-
ed. “They were determined
that they were going to serve
America as had been done
by their forefathers, but they
were going to do it differ-
ently. They would do it as
officers flying aircraft.”

After the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor, the U.S.
decided the quickest way to
develop the Army Air Corps
was to offer Aviation train-
ing to any man or woman 18
years of age with at least two
years of college experience,
said Carter.

By April 1943, the 99th
Pursuit Squadron was in
North Africa carrying out
close tactical ground sup-
port missions destroying en-
emy trains, automobiles, gun
emplacements, field dumps,
troops and motorcycles, said

SEE POST, PAGE A7
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PERSPECTIVE

ARMY ARCHIVE PHOTO
Eugene Bullard became the first African-American combat pilot, credited with two unofficial kills

during World War | as part of the French Flying Corps.

1st African-American
pilot a WWI war hero

Defense Media Activity
Feature Article

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, Md. —
After watching his father narrowly escape a
lynching in early 20th century Georgia, Eu-
gene Bullard would escape the confines of
racial tensions and a segregated country to
become the first African-American combat
pilot and one of the first African-American
heroes of World War 1.

Bullard, who grew up in Columbus, Ga.,
as one of 10 children of a former slave, left
his hometown as a teenager, stowing away
on a ship bound for Scotland and moved to
London to fulfill his dreams.

Before the war began, Bullard moved to
Paris where he made a reputation for him-
self as a professional boxer. At the start
of the war in 1914, Bullard enlisted in the
French Foreign Legion where he was as-
signed to the 170th Infantry Regiment.
Nicknamed the “Swallows of Death,” he
and his unit would see heavy action, and
during the battle of Verdun, Bullard was
wounded twice. He was then sent to a Pari-
sian hospital to recuperate for the next six
months.

Bullard was promoted to the rank of cor-
poral and was awarded the Croix de Guerre,
and other war-time medals, for his bravery
during combat. While still in the hospital,
Bullard accepted a bet that he couldn’t get
into the flying corps and in October of 1916
arrived at French gunnery school. A month
later he talked his way into pilot training

and earned his pilot’s license to become the
first African-American Aviator.

He reached the front lines as a pilot in
August of 1917 flying more than 20 sor-
ties in a Spad VII fighter biplane, with
two unconfirmed Kills to his credit. After a
disagreement with a French officer he was
eventually removed from the French air
force and spent the remainder of the war
back with his infantry regiment.

After the war, Bullard remained in
France, got married, had two daughters,
and purchased a bar on the north side of
Paris. He was still living in Paris at the
outbreak of World War 1l, and worked
with French Resistance forces to spy on
German troops who would patronize his
bar. Considered too old to join the French
army, Bullard found a way to escape from
occupied France, and returned to the U.S.
aboard a Red Cross ship in 1940.

In 1954, Bullard, along with two other
French veterans, were invited by then
French President Charles De Gaulle to
light the flame of the Unknown Soldier at
the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. In 1959, he
was honored with the Knight of the Legion
of Honor.

When he returned to the U.S., he was
never recognized as a war hero, and died
in relative obscurity and poverty in Flush-
ing, Queens, N.Y., in 1961. While he never
realized his dream of becoming a pilot in
the U.S. military, he was finally recognized
posthumously as a second lieutenant in the
U.S. Air Force in 1994.
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It was on a cold and windy January
Texas morning when | learned my most
important lesson about flying — that
almost all accidents start on the ground
before the flight even begins.

Have you ever been on a long mis-
sion? | mean like 4,500 miles in 55

Helicopter noise is a problem not
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the civilian population. The Advanced
Research Projects Agency now intro-

duces a “quite” OH-6.
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Although this target-marking tech-
nique has disadvantages and has not
been extensively tested for accuracy,
the author presents a thought-provok-
ing concept that may be beneficial to

those in the field.
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Jeff Davis, Kattiey Alaniz, Sgt. 1st Class Mark Flater, Jerre Simmons, Sgt. 1st Class
retired military Army spouse ¢ Co., 1st Bn., retired military Russell Rodrigues,
“For my wife, a nice eve- “I'd probably go with an 13th Avn. Regt. 1st Bn., 501st Avn. Regt.
ning of dinner, being at evening out of the house.” “Jewelry. She loves “A car wash. Clean it in- “I want an iPad 2”
home and a nice gift. As pearls.” side and out. Flowers die
a military Family, time is but my car needs washed.”
more important.”
endorsement by the U.S. Army or i
COMMAND CLASSIFIED ADS.............(800) 779-2557 Y " purchase, use or patronage without

Maj. Gen. Anthony G.

Crutchfield
FORT RUCKER COMMANDING GENERAL

Col. James A. Muskopf
FORT RUCKER GARRISON COMMANDER

Lisa Eichhorn

FORT RUCKER PUBLIC AFFAIRS OF-
FICER

Jim Hughes
COMMAND INFORMATION OFFICER

David C. Agan Jr.

COMMAND INFORMATION OFFICER AS-
SISTANT

EDITORIAL STAFF

Jim Hughes
ACTING EDITOR .o 266-1239
jhughes@armyflier.com

Jeremy P. Henderson
SYSTEMS & DESIGN EDITOR...255-2028
jhenderson@armyflier.com

Angela Williams
STAFF WRITER v 2551240
awilliams@armyflier.com

Nathan Pfau

STAFF WRITER........cooorrrn. 265-2690
npfau@armyflier.com

BUSINESS OFFICE

Jim Whittum
PROJECT MANAGER................ 712-7926
jwhittum@dothaneagle.com

Brenda Crosby
SALES MANAGER................... 347-9533
bjcrosby@dothaneagle.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
mruttlen@eprisenow.

Statement of Publication
authorization

The Army Flier is an authorized
publication for members of the
Department of Defense. Contents
of the Army Flier are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, or the Depart-
ment of the Army.

The editorial content of this publi-
cation is the responsibility of the Fort
Rucker Public Affairs Office.

Ten thousand copies are published
weekly by Media General Inc., doing
business as The Dothan Eagle, a
private company in no way con-
nected with the U.S. government
under exclusive contract with the
Department of the Army.

The appearance of advertising in
this publication, including inserts or
supplements, does not constitute

Media General Inc. of the products
or services advertised.

Business matters

For business, advertisements, sub-
scriptions or to report printing errors,
contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 N.
Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or call
(334) 792-3141.

The Dothan Eagle is responsible
for all printing matters and commer-
cial advertising.

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for
the following week’s edition.

Al editorial content of the Army
Flier is prepared, edited, provided
and approved by the Public Affairs
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this pub-
lication shall be made available for

regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation
or any other non-merit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron.

If a violation or rejection of this
equal opportunity policy by an ad-
vertiser is confirmed, the publisher
shall refuse to print advertising from
that source until the violation is
corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photo-
graphs by contacting the Army Flier,
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334)
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to other
PAO numbers are not normally
transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army
Flier by e-mail, please contact the
editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.




ARMYFLIER.COM | FEBRUARY 9, 2012 * A3

Post offers emergency,
weather notification system

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

Members of the Fort Rucker commu-
nity can be among the first to know when
severe weather threatens or security issues
arise when they sign up for an emergency
notification system offered by the post.

Local Army officials contracted with
CodeRED to provide instant emergency
notification via voice, email or text mes-
sages in August, according to Manny Al-
varado, DPTMS’ chief of Plans, Opera-
tions and Mobilization Division.

“CodeRED gives us an additional venue
to provide information to our community
in an effort to keep them safe — whether
it is from Mother Nature threatening or an
intruder on the installation,” he said. “The
system gives us the ability to inform the
community in the event there is an emer-
gency on post, where it is and what ac-
tions to take.”

In order to receive these types of noti-
fications, people must register — an easy
process done on the Web, Alvarado said.

“The process is simple, they just follow
the link on the Fort Rucker main page and
it takes them to the CodeRED website,”
he said. “Then they just enter the infor-
mation required and submit. Once they
complete the registration, they will im-
mediately start receiving weather notifi-
cations as issued by the National Weather
Service and the installation operations
center.”

The system requires registrants to enter
their name, phone number, physical ad-
dress and email address where they want
the alerts sent. The service will provide
tailored weather watches and warnings
based on their geographical location, said
Willie Worsham, plans and operations
specialist at the 10C.

“When we were testing the system, the
signup process went pretty quick,” he
said. “I signed up, and shortly after that

CODERED

weather|
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I was mowing my lawn and received a
weather alert on a severe storm coming
to my area. | quit mowing, put away my
equipment and within five minutes, the
storm was there with dangerous lightning,
rain and hail.”

The system taps into the National
Weather Service for warnings, and by
using the address provided, it can tailor
what messages people receive, based on
their selection upon registration, accord-
ing to company officials. This allows
community members living in Dothan
to hear about Dothan-specific warnings,
while someone living on Fort Rucker
would receive Rucker-specific watches
and warnings.

Alerts issued on security threats or
weather alerts specific to the installation

R N |

e
will come directly from the Fort Rucker
10C.

“We’ll send out the local non-weather
emergency notifications to the Fort Ruck-
er community to ensure the information
is getting to the community as quickly
as possible,” Alvarado said. “This two-
pronged approach will ensure our people
are in the know quickly and accurately,
and give our people a chance to prepare
for whatever may happen.”

He added that once people enter their
information, they need to keep it updat-
ed.

“The system is only as good as the
information provided,” Alvarado said.
“When people move or change their
phone numbers or email addresses, they
need to make sure the system has the most

up-to-date information or they won’t be
getting the notifications.”

The safety and well-being of the entire
Fort Rucker community is a top concern
of leadership at the post, and officials hope
everyone here will take advantage of the
free alert system. That said, signing up is
completely voluntary, Alvarado said.

“It’s free, it’s simple, it’s valuable infor-
mation,” he said. “And if you don’t like
the service, you can always remove your
registration from the service provider.”

To sign up for the notifications, just go
the Fort Rucker website at http://www.
rucker.army.mil/codered and follow the
link to the company’s website where you
will register for the service.

For more on the program, see the web-
site, or call the IOC at 255-9777.

PHOTO BY NATHAI

Instructor of the quarter

Fort Rucker recognizes the instructors of the first quarter at the U.S. Army Aviation museum during a ceremony honoring David Osteen, Civilian Academic Instructor of the Quarter; Thomas E. Kandler, Civilian
Instructor Pilot of the Quarter; Staff Sgt. Alexander J. Chambers, Non-comissioned Officer Flight Instructor of the Quarter; Sgt. 1st Class Jorge Jimenez, NCO Academic Instructor of the Quarter; CW2 Charles
A. Villanida, Officer Instructor Pilot of the Quarter; and CW4 Timothy Carter, Warrant Officer Academic Instructor of the Quarter Jan. 31.

News Briefs

Cairns gate closure

The main gate at Cairns Army Airfield will be closed from 12:01 a.m. Tuesday through
Feb. 20 so the contractor upgrading the access control point at Cairns can make required
renovations. The airfield commander approved this period, in conjunction with the Presi-
dent’s Day holiday, as the best time for the construction in order to reduce the impact to
personnel and airfield operations.

During the time the main gate to Cairns is closed, traffic will be rerouted to use an
alternate gate (Gate 7) to Cairns — which is accessible by turning onto Gritney Road and
then Pecan Street. Fort Rucker Police will post a road or gate closed sign at the entrance to
Cairns and detour signs along the route to the alternate gate. Personnel who work at Cairns
should plan their travel accordingly.

The Cairns main gate will reopen at 12:01 a.m. Feb. 21.

USA Staffing replaces Resumix

All Department of Defense components will transition to \Web-based software owned
by the Office of Personnel Management to fill internal and external appropriated fund and
non-appropriated fund vacancies as part of the DOD hiring reform initiative. The Depart-
ment of the Army started deploying USA Staffing in fiscal year 2011 and will continue to
deploy it in FY 2012. This new system replaces Resumix.

The Fort Rucker Civilian Personnel Advisory Center is scheduled to transition to USAS

March 31. The vision of the U.S. Army Civilian Human Resources Agency is to provide
a single point of entry for all recruitment and hiring activities. USAS has the potential to
improve the process for applicants, CHRA professionals and selecting officials through
an efficient Web-based interface, according personnel officials. The USAS is a tool that
automates the recruitment and hiring process, including developing position-based as-
sessments, creating and posting vacancy announcements, collecting and reviewing ap-
plication materials, rating and ranking candidates, issuing referrals, making selections and
notifying applicants of their status throughout the recruitment process.

Briefings by the Fort Rucker CPAC on the new system will be provided at The Landing
Zone for applicants and managers. A manager briefing is Feb. 22 from 1-2:30 p.m. Ap-
plicant briefings are Feb. 21 from 8-9:30 a.m. and 1-2:30 p.m. and Feb. 22 from 8-9:30
a.m.

For more, people should call their servicing CPAC human resources specialist.

Women of the year

The Equal Employment Opportunity Office’s Special Emphasis Program Committee
is accepting nominations for the 2012 Women-of-the-Year Awards. Nominations must be
submitted by the close of business Feb. 17. Nominations will not be accepted in Govern-
ment Contract Employee category this year.

For more, call 255-2061.
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Panetta, Dempsey: Chiarelli inspired all

By Karen Parrish
American Forces Press
Service

WASHINGTON — The
Defense Department and the
Army said goodbye Jan. 31
to a general known for his
leadership and his innova-
tion, but who may be best
remembered for his focus
on advancing brain injury
treatment and mental health
care.

Defense Secretary Leon
E. Panetta and Gen. Mar-
tin E. Dempsey, chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
were among hundreds who
gathered at Joint Base My-
er-Henderson Hall’s Sum-
merall Field to celebrate
the career of Gen. Peter W.
Chiarelli, Army vice chief of
staff, as he retired following
40 years of service.

As the son of a World
War Il Silver Star recipient,
Chiarelli “exemplified the
values of his father: of pa-
triotism, of courage, of re-
silience, of dedication,” the
secretary said.

Panetta said he traveled to
Baghdad as part of the Iraq
Study Group in September
2006, where the group heard
a briefing from Chiarelli,
then commander of Multi-
national Corps Irag. Iraq at
the time was “in consider-
able turmoil,” the secretary
said.

“But Pete’s presentation
demonstrated an extraor-
dinary knowledge of the
21st-century battlefield,” he
continued. “He was honest.
He was direct. He called it
as it was, and he pulled no
punches.”

The secretary said one
member of the group who
was particularly impressed
with Chiarelli was then-Tex-
as A&M University Presi-
dent Robert M. Gates, who
as secretary of defense later
chose the general to serve as
his senior military assistant.

“For 17 months, Pete
served as Bob Gates’ right-
hand man, advising him on
a full range of pressing na-
tional security matters, and
always — always — giving
him insight into how the
decisions he was making
would impact on the men
and women on the battle-
field.”

The hallmark of Chiarel-
li’s career is “the depth of his
concern for the welfare of
every Soldier,” the secretary
said. “It’s that quality that
made him the perfect choice
to be the vice chief of staff of
the Army.”

For his more than three
years in that job, Chiarelli
has not rested, Panetta said,
but has devoted himself to
improving the lives of Sol-
diers and Family members
at a time of extraordinary
strain.

“Under his leadership,
the Army has taken tremen-
dous steps to give Soldiers
increased dwell time [at
home stations] between de-

Music South
presents

ployments, and he’s been
an outspoken advocate for
wounded warriors — in par-
ticular, those suffering from
the unseen wounds of war,”
the secretary said.

More than any other offi-
cer, Panetta added, Chiarelli
sought to eliminate the stig-
ma of post-traumatic stress
and other mental health is-
Sues.

“And he’s devoted every
ounce of his energy to the
problem of suicide in the
Army,” the secretary said.
“Thanks to his tireless ef-
forts, the department is fully
working to confront these
issues.”

Panetta said Chiarelli and
his wife, Beth, have made
“an extraordinary differ-
ence.”

“You’ve touched so many
lives,” he told the couple.
“You’ve inspired all of us
to redouble our efforts to
protect the men and women
who fight to protect us.”

Panetta assured Chiarelli
that while the nation’s mili-
tary members will miss him,
“the light that you have lit
will continue to shine, and to
light our way in the future.”

Dempsey used his re-
marks in part to offer guid-
ance to media members cov-
ering the event: “I want you
to report that we have never
had a finer man in uniform,
and never a finer couple,
than Pete and Beth Chiarel-
li,” he said.

Dempsey said his fellow
general is an outstanding
son, hushand and father, as
well as “an unbelievable
friend.” But as a Soldier, the
chairman added, Chiarelli
“is a giant of a man in every
way, inside and out.”

Dempsey said that after
watching Chiarelli “stalking
the halls of the Pentagon,”
he finally got the image he
was seeking to describe his
fellow general, likening the
general to Paul Bunyan, the
larger-than-life  lumberjack
of North American folklore.

“[It’s] almost like he’s
got a big hatchet or ax on
his back, hacking his way
through the bureaucracy
to make life better for Sol-
diers and their Families,” the
chairman said.

Dempsey said before
the end of the Cold War,
Chiarelli was known as one
of the finest trainers in the
Army, and was the first com-
mander assigned to Iraq to
realize —and train his staff to
deal with — the key question
of how to run a city.

In Baghdad, Chiarelli
led the Army to transform
its “fundamentally flawed”
command-and-control struc-
tures, and then to make those
systems reach to ground
troops, so a squad leader
could build context from the
bottom up, Dempsey said.

When he came back
from war, Dempsey added,
Chiarelli confronted the Ar-
my’s “enduring challenge”
with traumatic brain injury
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Gen. Peter W. Chiarelli acknowledges applause Jan. 30 as he walks out of the Pentagon during his last day as vice chief of staff prior to

his retirement.

and post-traumatic  stress
injury.

“He drove our Army
— drove it — to recognize
the problem, to reduce the
stigma, to confront it. And
that was Pete Chiarelli,”

Dempsey said.
Beth Chiarelli likewise
worked to improve the

Army, the chairman noted,
by focusing among many
other issues on the chal-
lenges military children
face while changing schools
frequently during a parent’s
career.

“Here’s the bottom line,”
Dempsey said. “The endur-
ing example of both Pete
and Beth Chiarelli is that
you have to live with a pas-
sion for something. The goal
is not just to make a living,
but to make a difference.
And boy oh boy, did you
two make a difference.”

On Chiarelli’s last day
at work, Dempsey noted,
hundreds of members of the
Army staff formed a cordon
from his Pentagon office to
the parking lot to “clap him
out” of the job.

“What struck me was this
wasn’t organized by his ex-
ecutive officer, it wasn’t or-
ganized by any other general
officer, it was organized by
the  noncommissioned of-
ficers,” the chairman said.
“And if that doesn’t tell you
about Pete Chiarelli, you
don’t know anything about
Pete Chiarelli.”

During the ceremony,
Chiarelli received the De-
fense Distinguished Service
Medal, the department’s
highest noncombat military
award. His wife, Beth, re-
ceived the Secretary of the
Army Exceptional Civilian
Service Award, the highest
Army honor a civilian can
receive.

Chiarelli  thanked  his
wife and their four grown

Ray Anthony

615-3175

children for their love and
support during his career.
Marrying Beth was the “best
decision | ever made,” he
said, adding that they are
both “immensely proud” of
their sons and daughter.

Chiarelli said he bought
his father a journal after the
senior Chiarelli retired, and
asked him to record some of
his experiences from World
War 1l, during which the
older Chiarelli received a
battlefield commission.

“| still have that journal,”
the general said. “Every
page is blank. He never
wrote a single word. Like
many from his generation,
he never talked about his
experience or exploits in
combat.”

One of his father’s fel-
low Soldiers, however, sent
him a 24-page narrative
outlining some of the two
men’s shared exploits across
North Africa, Italy, southern
France, Austria and Ger-
many.

That document proved
to him something he’s also

learned for himself over
four decades in uniform,
Chiarelli said: “There is un-
deniably a thread that links
every Soldier to those who
came before, and those still
to come.”

Years after command-
ing 1st Cavalry Division
in Iraq and later Multina-
tional Corps Irag, Chiarelli
said, not a day goes by that
he doesn’t think of the 650
Soldiers under his command
who were killed.

“l would trade all the med-
als and ribbons on my chest,
and every bit of rank, to get
just one back,” he said.

Two years ago, Chiarelli
added, he presented a Purple
Heart to a young staff ser-
geant who had been wound-
ed in successive roadside
bomb explosions in Afghan-
istan.

“He was there with his
parents, his wife and their
two children,” the general
said. “Over the course of
our conversation, he told me
how much he loved being a
Soldier, leading Soldiers. He

wanted desperately to get
back to his unit.”

Chiarelli said the young
man was suffering from
traumatic brain injury, and it
was “readily apparent to me
he had difficulty gathering
his thoughts and speaking.”

The general said he now
believes the invisible inju-
ries of post-traumatic stress
and traumatic brain injury
are the signature wounds
of the Irag and Afghanistan
wars.

“While we have made
significant progress in re-
cent years, we must, must,
must continue our efforts,”
Chiarelli said. “We owe it
to our men and women in
uniform, active and reserve,
as well as veterans, and their
Families.

“I want this to be my part-
ing message to all of you as
| leave our Army’s active
ranks,” he concluded. “I
certainly hope in retirement
to be able to continue to
champion this most impor-
tant cause, and contribute in
some meaningful way.”
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Original DVE FOV

DVE Wide FOV

Introducing DVE Wide, the latest addition to DRS’ full range of EO/IR
products. DVE Wide offers impressive visibility, enhanced situational
awareness, and improved safety and survivability thanks to an
unprecedented 107-degree field of view (FOV). Like the original
DVE, it provides driver visibility through fog, dust, smoke, and the
darkest night. Plus, DVE Wide is both expandable and backward
compatible with the existing 50,000+ DVE systems currently fielded.

Visit us online to learn more.
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New: “They need to think beyond the manuals’

Continued from Page A1

The key players on creating
the eight-week course were 1st
Sgt. Jeff Herzog, outgoing dep-
uty commandant; 1st Sgt. Daniel
Annicelli, incoming deputy com-
mandant; Sgt. 1st Class Adam
Mauro, senior small group lead-
er; Sgt. 1st Class Paul Gentry,
senior UAS maintainer; Sgt. 1st
Class Steven Marzan from the
National Guard; and Staff Sgt.
Eric Hauser, small group leader,
Mitchell said.

“When we got the mission to
make this happen a year early, it
hit really, really hard,” he said.
“My goal for the first class was to
have 75-80 percent product, and |
think we have a 90 percent prod-
uct. None of this could’ve taken
place without help from G3, Proj-
ect Manger’s Office-UAS, the
people at Fort Huachuca (Ariz.),
the U.S. Army Aviation Logistics
School — they all came together
as a focal group, and put all the
pieces and parts together to make
this happen.

“As commandant, | am super,
super proud of what a group of
NCOs did for our branch and for
our Army with very little outside
help and very little money — just
a task and a mission from higher
to figure it out, and they did,”
Mitchell added.

Mitchell wasn’t the only one
impressed — Army Aviation
Branch Command Sgt. Maj. Tod
L. Glidewell also praised the end
result.

“l think it’s an awesome ac-
complishment,” he said. “It
shows you what a group of NCOs
can do when they come together
and work towards a common
goal to truly affect change in the
future for the good of our Army
and our Soldiers.”

And they did it while other
classes were going and normal
duties had to be accomplished,
Herzog said, adding that the
academy had yet to get a 15E
subject matter expert on board,
so that was the first request that
was sent out.

Then Herzog and Mauro went
out to Huachuca to talk with the

PHOTO BY JIM HUGHES

Staff Sgt. Eric Hauser (middle), small group leader, instructs Staff Sgts. Shawn Frazzini and Joseph Guerrero on UAS main-
tenance during the 15E course at the USAACE NCOA.\

10-level course trainers, and af-
ter two visits and a lot of brain-
storming, teleconferencing and
emails to get an initial idea of
what needed to be taught in the
course.

“Then we needed to get into the
facilities and resourcing piece,
which was the second step,” Her-
zog said. “Once we had an idea
of what they were doing out there
and what we needed to do here,
we came up with some courses
of action and the commandant
proposed it to USAACE and
between the segeant major and
the chain of command, we came
up with what you see here: two
classroom inserts, a Classroom
21 and office space as tempo-
rary solution, as well as hangar
space.”

The hangar space was found
in Yano Hall in a section that

YOU'RE INVITED...

Imagine
being able to eat what you want - and tasting it tool Imagine what it
would be like to wake up with @ smile on your face - not your teeth in
a glass. Imagine never again having to face the challenges of your
removable bridge or denfures o | :

than ever for you!

LET DOTHAN PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTS
Change your smile...

Change your life!
with Inmediate Permanent Dentures
in Association with your General Dentist

Come discover what's new in dentistry - and learn about
more affordable choices. With the latest advances in dental
implant procedures, a life-changing smile could be easier

was previously used for AH-64
Apache maintenance.

“In six months, it went from
being nothing but AH64s and a
maintenance mess to completely
sterile, cleaned and ready to train
15Es,” Herzog added, noting that
NCOA students from the other
11 military occupational special-
ties the academy teaches also
chipped in to work on putting to-
gether the classrooms, furniture,
workbenches and more.

Once Gentry, Hauser and Mar-
zan were on board as the subject
matter experts, the coursework
development took off in earnest,
with the 10-level starting point.

“We created something big-
ger, better, more challenging,”
Gentry said. “We want the stu-
dent to at times think outside the
box. This is still a relatively new
career field and there are a lot of

civilian corporations involved,
but eventually the Soldier will be
in charge of everything as far as
maintenance. And Soldiers need
to start thinking outside of the
box because that day is coming
rapidly.

“That is what we’re trying to
do with this course — facilitate
these Soldiers to think beyond
the shell, above the level of what
the standard chisel-faced Soldier
might be trained to be in basic
training. They need to think be-
yond the manuals, because the
manuals are still being written
— this field is always building,
always changing, always mor-
phing into something better and
we want our students to do the
same,” he added.

One of those students, Staff
Sgt. Joseph Guerrero from Scho-
field Barracks, Hawaii, gives two

thumbs up for the cadre’s efforts.

“Overall this is an awesome
experience and I’'m glad | was of-
fered the opportunity to get into
this field,” said the former arma-
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