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A few weeks ago, Jesse 
Hunt took a photo to share 
with a class he was teaching. 
The photo shows three white 
crosses planted on the side of 
the road not far outside the 
Enterprise gate. 

“Three individuals lost 
their lives on a straight stretch 
of road,” he explains. “And 
alcohol was a factor.” 

Hunt, drug abuse preven-
tion coordinator for the Army 
Substance Abuse Program, 
said the accident happened 
10 or 15 years ago, but some-
one still maintains the area. 
“They’re keeping the memo-
ry alive.”

This month, Alcohol 
Awareness Month, is a push 
to preserve those memories 
and then to share that infor-
mation with others. “We have 
to keep the issue out there in 
front of people so they don’t 
get used to it and say it’s no 
big thing. It is a big thing if 
it’s one of your Family mem-

bers,” Hunt said. 
For Traci Dunlap, ASAP 

clinical case manger, it was a 
Family member. 

“Alcohol Awareness 
Month has touched me liter-
ally, personally today,” she 
said. “I got a call from my 
mother. The voicemail is still 
on my phone. She said my 
father was in an accident. A 
drunk driver hit him about 
9:30 this morning – him and 
three other drivers.”

Dunlap said her father was 
able to swerve out of the way 
and escape injury because he 
was aware of the cars around 
him. 

“Police told him that if he 
had not moved the way he did, 
they would have had a head-
on collision. Even if we’re 
not doing anything wrong, we 
need to be defensive because 
we don’t know what other 
people are doing,” she added. 
“Unfortunately, we’re not 
going to stop all (the drunk 
drivers), but maybe we can 

Fort Rucker’s 98th Army “Silver 
Wings” Band strikes up its popular 
concert series Music Under the Ala-
bama Stars April 20, and the band 
also plans a special event for the 
Army’s birthday in June.

Rain cancelled the scheduled start 
to the series March 23, but the April 
20 show is on for 6:30 p.m. at Howze 
Field as the band puts its talents on 
display to provide a relaxing evening 
of music, Family fun and comrade-
ship, according to CW4 Jesse Pas-
cua, 98th Army Band commander 
and bandmaster.

Families are invited to bring cool-
ers, picnic baskets, lawn chairs and 
even pets to Howze Field to enjoy 
the Alabama evenings and the music 
performed by the band and other vis-
iting groups. As details are fi nalized, 
the information will be posted on the 
band’s facebook page, said Staff Sgt. 
Matthew Shuck, senior operations 
NCO. 

The summer concert series started 
last year with a few concerts on post, 
and several more in the surrounding 
area. 

“It started out very small, but it 
was very, very well received and 
we’d like to continue that,” said Pas-
cua.

This year, there are more concert 
dates on post through August and 

possibly on into September and the 
band is working on a theme for each 
event. The May concert will be relat-
ed to Memorial Day and the concert 
in June will celebrate the Army’s 
birthday. 

Shuck recalled the streamer cer-
emony from last year’s Army birth-
day concert. “We had re-enactors 
from all the wars come and put the 
campaign ribbons on the fl agpole. It 
was really interesting because you 

got to see period costumes from all 
the way back to the Revolutionary 
War.” 

He expects this year’s June con-
cert to feature something similar. 
Shuck, who plays guitar, also ex-
pects different elements of the band 
to be featured in various concerts 
this summer. 

The Silver Wings Band is more 

Post’s 1st Earth Day Expo eyes future

Alcohol Awareness 
Month aims to help 
people stay safe

Turn off the lights for a brighter future.
Promoting sustainability on Fort Rucker and the 

surrounding communities is the message that the 
installation wants to get across with its fi rst Earth 
Day Expo Wednesday, said Darrell Hager, envi-
ronmental protection specialist for the Directorate 
of Public Works.

The point of the expo is to increase awareness 
on the installation and surrounding communities 
of Earth Day and what it stands for, which is fo-
cusing on environmental issues and sustainability, 
Hager said. 

“For several years we’ve been doing demonstra-
tions and Earth Day presentations for the local el-
ementary schools and we decided that this year we 
wanted to broaden it and make it more visible to 
the entire community [and installation],” he said.

“It’s important that Fort Rucker recognizes Earth 
Day because it demonstrates our commitment to 
sustain our installation for a secure future,” added 
Cynthia Ranchino, leads plans specialist for the 
plans, analysis and integration offi ce.

The expo will be Wednesday at the Festival 
Fields from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and will feature ex-
hibits from different companies that will be dis-
playing Earth-friendly ideas and products to edu-
cate people and teach them what they can do at 
their workplace or at home to help out the environ-
ment, said Hager.

“These exhibitors will provide information and 
demonstrations of sustainable solutions for both 
work and home,” said Ranchino. 

Some of the exhibitors include: United Research 
Services corporation, which will be doing demon-
strations of rain barrels and how they help; Momar, 
which is a company that produces environmental-
ly-friendly cleaning products that people can use 
in their homes or at work; and Petra Solar, which 
will have solar panels on display to educate people 
on the power or solar energy, said Hager.

Col. James A. Muskopf, Fort Rucker garrison 
commander, and Command Sgt. Maj. Dwaine E. 
Walters, garrison command sergeant major, will 
be at the expo to test drive the Tesla, which is an 
all-electric powered car that will be showcased at 

SEE FUTURE, PAGE A7

Music Under the Alabama Stars April 20

FILE PHOTO

Members of the 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band perform at one of last year’s Music 
Under the Alabama Stars concerts. The band will be at it again April 20 for the kickoff 
of the 2012 concert series.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Angela Williams
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Angela Williams
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Trisha Bowen, post exchange employee, reviews Energy Star effi ciency ratings on PX 
merchandise. 

SEE MUSIC, PAGE A7 SEE SAFE, PAGE A7

WASHINGTON — The Army’s aircraft of the future 
will be faster than what the service has now, it will carry 
more weight, it will require less of a logistical footprint, and 
offi cials said it will better do what Army Aviation is meant 
to do: serve the ground commander.

While what is now being called “Future Vertical Lift,” 
or FVL, by the Army is still a concept, its capabilities are 
already known.

The FVL concept will be “able to support the Army and 
the ground commanders better than we can do it today,” 
said Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfi eld, U.S. Army Avia-
tion Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding 
general. “I see this aircraft being able to do all the missions 
that we currently do. I see the aircraft that can do it because 
it can be scaled. It may be a medium variant, something that 
is the size of maybe a Black Hawk or an Apache is today, 
that can do the attack mission, or the assault/lift mission. I 
see the same aircraft scaled smaller that will be able to do 
the reconnaissance mission, similar to what a Kiowa War-
rior does today.”

Crutchfi eld said it’s not known if the FVL concept will 
end up producing a rotary-wing aircraft, like the Army 
AH-64 Apache, or a tilt-rotor aircraft like the Marine Corps 
MV-22 Osprey.

What the FVL will do is perform missions the Army 
does today with its Aviation assets, missions that will not 
change.

“The vision is that we can have an aircraft that can do all 

the missions that we currently have,” he said. “Our missions 
will not change. We still will do attack and reconnaissance, 
we still will do sustainment and troop movements. It’s an 
enduring mission that will not change. I just want to do it 
better.”

The FVL aircraft will perform multiple roles, Crutchfi eld 
said, and that means that the end result is that there will be 
fewer types of aircraft in the Army’s fl eet. It’s also possible 
that there will be fewer aircraft overall, because a more ca-
pable aircraft means that fewer aircraft will be needed.

“Today there are concepts where there are aircraft that we 
consider rotary wing, that can fl y in excess of 300 knots,” 
Crutchfi eld said. “No other aircraft we have today can fl y 

300 knots. If you have an aircraft that can fl y 300 knots, 
it can cover more terrain faster, and if you can cover more 
terrain faster, theoretically, you would need less airframes to 
do the same type mission.”

And because Crutchfi eld said the idea behind the FVL 
concept is to have the same aircraft be able to perform mul-
tiple missions, the Army will need fewer types of aircraft. 
That means a smaller number of parts will be needed to 
sustain the fl eet, and a shared pool of maintainers and main-
tenance equipment. That will result in a reduced cost for 
logistics.

Crutchfi eld said that the FVL could come in different 
sizes, depending on the mission it will perform, but things 
like engine, drive train, and cockpit components would be 
the same, common between the two, and swappable.

Today’s Army aircraft, Crutchfi eld said, are capable. But 
there is a limit to the performance that can be squeezed from 
them.

“Although we have great aircraft today, the best in the 
world, no matter how much money we invest in these air-
craft of today - the aircraft are not going to fl y any faster 
than they fl y right now,” Crutchfi eld said. “They are not go-
ing to be able to carry any more payload than they do right 
now. They will not be able to reduce any of the logistical 
footprint [more] than they do right now. That’s what future 
vertical lift will do. That’s what we see for the Army Avia-
tion force of 2030.”

It’s expected that performance specifi cations for the FVL 
aircraft will be unveiled this summer. Development of the 
program is an Army-led, joint program, that includes all 
military services, including the Coast Guard.

AAAA forum focuses on future vertical lift aircraft
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service
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Col. Pat Tierney, G3/5/7 director, Aviation; Maj. Gen. James Rogers, 
U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Life Cycle Management Command 
commanding general; Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfi eld, U.S. Army Avi-
ation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general; Maj. 
Gen. William Crosby, Program Executive Offi ce, Aviation commanding 
general; and Brig. Gen. Kevin Mangum, U.S. Army Special Operations 
Aviation Command commanding general, speak to the media during 
the Army Aviation Association of America forum April 2. 



It’s the pre-school child who, without 
being asked, passes his dessert to his little 
sister, simply because she looks sad. 

It’s the second-grader who bravely puts a 
picture of her father at the head of the table 
for her birthday party, and the fi fth-grade 
siblings who donate all their earnings from 
their lemonade stand to the USO that both 
their parents passed through on the way to 
Iraq. 

It’s the junior high band member who 
asks if the spring concert can be dedicated 
to our deployed service members, and it’s 

the high school cheerleader who organizes 
a “care package” drive. It’s the college 
graduate who clings just a little longer to 
her father, wishing that her mother was at 
the commencement ceremony instead of in 
Afghanistan.

These are our military children; our na-
tion’s heroes.

With so much media attention focused 
on the Soldiers returning from war and the 
sacrifi ces they’ve made for our freedom, 
we don’t want to overlook the youth who 
quietly support them in the background. 
Approximately 2 million children have ex-
perienced the deployment of one or both of 
their parents in the last 10 years.

They brave their own battlefi elds. They 
rely on an inner strength to face each day. 
They swallow their fears and disappoint-
ment because they know that their Soldier-
parent is doing something important. They 
inspire us with their resiliency.

It’s hard for the average American to fath-
om how well our children cope. How those 
who are old enough to understand dread an 
unexpected knock on the door.  How much 
joy they feel when their uniformed parent 
steps off the airplane in a sea of red, white 
and blue. Like the Soldier on the battlefi eld 
who pushes forward because he has to, they 
push forward, counting the days and hours 
until the end of the deployment.

Our military children are heroes. Let’s 
not let them be unsung heroes.

Military installations around the world 
have celebrated the Month of the Military 
Child each April since 1986. Communities 
will host fairs, youth centers will sponsor 
special events, and garrisons around the 
world will take a little time this month to 
honor military kids, and thank them for 
their service.

It’s a relatively common sight today to see 
a stranger say “thanks for your service” to 
a service member in uniform. This month, 
take it a step further … take a moment to 
thank the child holding his or her hand. 

Their heroism deserves our gratitude.
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Perspective

Amanda Cook, 
Army spouse

“Be available to Skype. 
It can be diffi cult with an 
eight- or nine-hour time dif-
ference.”

“From past experience, 
garner more interest in 
military youth. (Participate 
in events) that promote in-
teraction with children and 
keep spirits high.”

“Help with studying and 
be supportive.”

“Write letters and have a 
good attitude.”

2nd Lt. Jared Cook, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt. 

CW4 Jimmy Finnigan, 
HHC, 1st Bn., 

223rd Avn. Regt.

Sgt. 1st Class 
Leslie Serrant, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 
13th Avn. Regt.

April is the Month of the Military Child. What are 
some ways that Families can support Soldiers?“ ”

 “During deployments, 
send letters and care pack-
ages. Set up a specifi c time 
for phone calls.”

Sgt. 1st Class 
Deloise Forbes, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 
13th Avn. Regt.
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authorization
The Army Flier is an authorized 

publication for members of the 
Department of Defense. Contents 
of the Army Flier are not necessar-
ily the offi cial views of, or endorsed 
by, the U.S. government, or the 
Department of the Army. 

The editorial content of this pub-
lication is the responsibility of the 
Fort Rucker Public Affairs Offi ce. 

Ten thousand copies are pub-
lished weekly by Media General 
Inc., doing business as The Dothan 
Eagle, a private company in no way 
connected with the U.S. govern-
ment under exclusive contract with 
the Department of the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in 
this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or 

Media General Inc. of the products 
or services advertised.

Business matters
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subscriptions or to report printing 
errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 
227 N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 
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for all printing matters and commer-
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All editorial content of the Army 
Flier is prepared, edited, provided 
and approved by the Public Affairs 
Offi ce, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity 

Statement
Everything advertised in this pub-

lication shall be made available for 

purchase, use or patronage without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affi lia-
tion or any other non-merit factor of 
the purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this 
equal opportunity policy by an ad-
vertiser is confi rmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from 
that source until the violation is 
corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or pho-

tographs by contacting the Army 
Flier, Public Affairs Offi ce, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Fort Rucker, AL 36362, or 
call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; 
calls to other PAO numbers are not 
normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army 
Flier by e-mail, please contact the 
editor at jhughes@armyfl ier.com.

This month we’re spotlighting the 
December 1965 issue of the “U.S. Army 
Aviation Digest.” This issue features:

THE AVIATION GROUP
The Aviation Group is one of the 

most signifi cant “descendants” of the 
Army Tactical Mobility Requirement 
Board, which was set up in 1962 to 
explore new and intrepid concepts of 
airmobility.

FLIGHT FASHIONS
In your travels around Army Aviation 

installations in recent years have you 

noticed how Aviators’ fashions vary 
from place to place? Some units favor 
the sage green fl ying suit while others 
go with the fatigues. Then there’s 
the khaki, india orange, and sister-
service blue for those who prefer the 
“continental” look.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO!
Probably the last thing you think 

about before a fl ight is the possibility 
of a crash landing or bailout that will 
leave you in a survival situation. Under 
survival conditions, your chance for 
life depends upon your knowledge, 

physical ability and will to survive.

SANTA LEARNS ABOUT FLYING
Lieutenant Leber looked at his watch 

and grunted. It had stopped again. The 
watch was one of those self-winding 
jobs and a good one, or at least it had 
been a good one when he bought it 
several years ago in Hong Kong. 

STACKED DECK
… and more.
Download this issue of the U.S. 

Army Aviation Digest at http://bit.ly/
av8-dec65

This month in Army Aviation history

By William Bradner
Installation Management Command 

Month of the Military Child: A time to thank our heroes’ heroes

With so much media attention focused on the Soldiers 
returning from war, we don’t want to overlook the youth 
who quietly support them in the background. 

Approximately 2 million children have experienced the 
deployment of one or both of their parents in the last 10 
years.

Military installations around the world celebrate the 
Month of the Military Child each April. Communities 
host fairs, youth centers sponsor special events, and gar-
risons around the world take a little time this month to 
honor military kids, and thank them for their service.

A small, grass-roots program developed by the Opera-
tion: Military Kids program in New Hampshire invites 
you to do your part by simply wearing something purple. 

Friday is the second annual “Purple Up! For Military 

Kids” day, when New Hampshire OMK participants are 
asking everyone to wear something purple as a visible 
way to show support and thank military children for their 
strength and sacrifi ces. Initially a state-wide initiative, the 

idea has gone viral, and now more than 38 of the 48 state-
level OMK programs are helping to spread the word.

Purple symbolizes all branches of the military. It’s a 
combination of Army green, Coast Guard, Navy and Air 
Force blue and Marine red. The word “purple” is often 
used as slang in the military to indicate a joint-service op-
eration.

It may not be as recognizable as a red or yellow rib-
bon — yet — but with our military community’s support 
it could be.

How amazing would it be for the son or daughter of a 
deployed Soldier to wade through a sea of purple on the 
way to class? How uplifting would it be for our service 
members or their spouses to know at a glance that every-
one on post — or in the community — is thinking about 
their children?

We might not ever know… but Purple Up Friday, and 
let’s see if we can fi nd out!

By William Bradner
Installation Management Command 

Community asked to ‘Purple Up!’ for military kids Friday



Spring break is coming to an end and the 
Fort Rucker Education Center is hoping 
to get education back on people’s minds 
with its Spring Fling Education Fair April 
27 that showcases to Soldiers and Family 
members the opportunities that are avail-
able.

Nearly 50 different colleges and schools 
have been invited to the fair to show Sol-
diers and their Family members what they 
have to offer, said Sally Markovich, edu-
cation counselor at the Fort Rucker Educa-
tion Center.

“We always look forward to getting that 
many schools together in one place,” she 
said “[These colleges and schools] are 
very supportive of the military and are al-
ways itching to do something like this.”

The education center provides college 
education from schools like Enterprise-

Ozark Community College and Troy Uni-
versity, but the majority of Soldiers do a 
lot of their learning online because they 
have to be so mobile, said Markovich. The 
education center is trying to get as many 
schools involved in the fair as possible to 
provide Soldiers and their Family mem-
bers with a broad view of schools.

“In today’s society, great emphasis is 
placed on education,” said Jeff Pouncy, ed-
ucation services offi cer for the education 
center. “This country has progressed to the 
state it’s in now because we have always 
placed great value on higher education.”

For that reason, it’s important to broaden 
the horizons of Soldiers and expose them 
to different avenues of education that might 
pique their interest, said Markovich.

The Spring Fling is an opportunity for 
Soldiers to see other schools and be ex-
posed to different types of learning, she 
said, adding that not all of the schools that 
were invited to the fair are traditional col-

leges that most people would be used to.
Some of the institutions that have been 

invited are American Military University, 
Auburn University, Alabama State Univer-
sity-Birmingham, Faulkner University and 
Full Sail University, which is a school for 
the entertainment and media industries.

 “Full Sail is an example of us trying 
to get a mix of schools,” said Markovich. 
“A lot of people think of college and they 
think of English, math and things like that. 
It’s up to us as education counselors to 
teach people that there is more out there 
for them.

“Another one of the schools we invited 
is a school that teaches truck driving,” she 
said. “That’s the type of diversity we want 
to show at one time. It’s all just education.

“One of the things we want to empha-
size is life-long learning,” said Markovich. 
“That’s our goal – to make sure we are 
getting our Soldiers and their Families to 
think about always growing with change 

and always picking up some new knowl-
edge.”

The education center will also have its 
own exhibit up during the fair to educate 
people on the services they have to offer as 
well as a college education, said the educa-
tion counselor.

The education center booth will be there 
to educate Soldiers and Families about the 
post-9/11 GI Bill, she said, adding that 
with the GI Bill, Soldiers are able to give 
some or all of their post-9/11 benefi t to 
their spouse or other Family members.

The Spring Fling will be open to the 
public and be held outside the Fort Rucker 
Education Center at Bldg. 4502 where the 
different colleges and schools will have 
their booths setup from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
April 27.

The schools will sponsor food having 
free hamburgers and hotdogs available for 
all in attendance, said Markovich.

For more information, call 255-3613.

Spring Fling broadens Soldiers’ horizons
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Spring cleaning

Soldiers clean up the area behind the headquarters building for the 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. during Fort Rucker’s annual Spring 
Clean-Up event held April 3-5.

PHOTOS BY ANGELA WILLIAMS

News Briefs
Bag sale

The Fort Rucker 
Thrift Shop hosts its 
semi-annual Bag Sale 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in the parking 
lot of the Thrift Shop 
on the corner of Red 
Cloud and 5th Avenue, 
with a rain date of 
April 20. Shoppers can 
buy everything they 
can stuff into a brown 
grocery bag for $3. 

For more, call 
255-9595. 

Installation Dry 
Cleaning Service

A new dry cleaning 
service contractor pro-
vides installation dry 
cleaning services. The 
dry cleaning drop-off 
and pick-up point is 
located in Bldg. 172A 
on 5th Avenue, just 
down the street from 
the Soldier Service 
Center, Bldg. 5700.  
Operating hours are 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Mondays-Fridays. 

Dry cleaning cus-
tomers will continue 
to come by the Di-
rectorate of Logistics 
headquarters in Bldg. 
538 on Raider Street to 
complete the DA-2707, 
Dry Cleaning List, and 
have it stamped.  How-
ever, customers will 
not have to go to En-
terprise, but just a few 
blocks across post.

The new blanket 
purchase agreement 
continues to provide 
uniform dry cleaning 
service for customers 
such as the Honors 
Detail and the Silver 
Wings Army Band. Ser-
vice is also available 
for other customers, 
such as the cleaning of 
chapel vestments, altar 
clothes and curtains.  

If you are not sure 
whether your activ-
ity can use the dry 

cleaning service, call 
William Rymer at 
255-9181.

Clinic ribbon 
cutting

Col. Patrick N. 
Denman, commander 
of the Lyster Army 
Health Clinic, invites 
everyone to attend the 
grand reopening of 
Lyster Army Health 
Clinic as it transitions 
to “Patient Centered 
Health” May 7 from 
8:30-11 a.m. The rib-
bon cutting ceremony 
will be attended by 
Maj. Gen. Anthony 
G. Crutchfield, com-
manding general of 
U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker, along 
with members of the 
Lyster staff. There will 
be tables showcasing 
the new programs for 
patients, along with 
health and wellness in-
formation. The Lyster 
staff will be avail-
able to answer ques-
tions and show people 
around the facility.

Be on the 
lookout

Shaw Pest Control-
lers recently began 
pavement vegetation 
control. Shaw will 
continue to treat the 
parking areas, streets, 
runways, taxiways and 
other paved areas of 
Fort Rucker and the 
various airfields until 
late September. The 
Shaw employees will 
be operating in a slow 
moving utility vehicle 
with a yellow caution 
light. People are asked 
to use caution when 
approaching the ve-
hicle.

For a schedule of 
dates, places and times 
of the treatments, call 
255-1763.

Miss Wiregrass Area Katie Andrews 
joins Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service and Fort Rucker community 
members in celebrating the Month of the 
Military Child April 20 at the main ex-
change mall area when she, along with 
post mothers and daughters, will model 
spring fashions for the lunchtime crowd 
beginning at 11 a.m. 

Andrews will also sing several selec-
tions from her repertoire to promote the 
upcoming Salute to the Troops perfor-
mance scheduled for May 4 at 3 p.m. at 
the post theater. 

Salute to the Troops is a fast-paced tal-
ent revue by area Miss Alabama contend-
ers. For the third consecutive year, Fort 
Rucker Soldiers and Family members are 

invited to let their hair down for a 60-min-
ute fest of singing, dancing and colorful 
entertainment in honor of their service to 
the nation.

To give prospective theater-goers an 
idea of what to expect, the young ladies 
will perform a preview of the show from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 4 at the main ex-
change mall. 

“Both the April 20 fashion show and 
performance with Katie, and the May 
4 preview with the entire Salute to the 
Troops cast, are wonderful opportunities 
for Fort Rucker Soldiers and their Families 
to meet these fi ne young ladies and maybe 
even get a photo or autograph,” said Don 
Walter Jr., AAFES store manager.

For more information on the Salute to 
the Troops promotions and performances, 
call Nancy Rasmussen at 255-2474 or 
email nancy.a.rasmussen2.civ@mail.mil.

Fashion show features 
Miss Wiregrass Area 
By Nancy Rasmussen
Fort Rucker Public Affairs
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The Army Aviation Association of Ameri-
ca’s 2012 professional forum and exhibition 
revolved around themes of change, the Army 
Aviation ‘Aim Point’ 2030 and the Army Avia-
tion Enterprise Campaign Plan April 1-4 in 
Nashville.

The annual forum provides an opportunity 
for an exchange of ideas with industry to solve 
the problems not only of the nation but also of 
the Army and the Aviation Branch, said Maj. 
Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfi eld, U.S. Army Avi-
ation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker 
commanding general in his opening remarks.

With eyes on the horizon, Crutchfi eld’s con-
cern is preserving and maintaining the fi ghting 
“edge” the Army Aviation fl eet and profession 
have achieved. “We have to fi ght today and we 
have to win today, but we have to keep an eye 
on the future.”

Army Aviation must become faster and 
more lethal, with a reduced logistical footprint 
and expanded ranges, during a transition from 
being a nation at war to a nation preparing to 
go to war, he said.

The Army Aviation 2030 Vision and Army 
Aviation Enterprise Campaign Plan are tools to 
achieve the goal of making the future Aviation 
force a reality.

Families are just as professional, strong 
and committed as Aviation Soldiers, said Kim 
Crutchfi eld, the commanding general’s spouse, 
echoing the forum’s overarching theme. She 
stood next to the Aviation Branch chief on 
stage at the forum’s opening. Several profes-
sional sessions catered to the specifi c needs of 
spouses, including guest speaker Jean Twenge, 
Ph.D., who talked about generational differ-
ences, and a Wellness Cafe. 

Because of the capabilities of Army Avia-
tion, there’s “no place to hide,” said Lt. Gen. 
William N. Phillips, principal military deputy 
to the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Ac-
quisition Logistics and Technology, in his key-

note address Monday. Phillips spoke about the 
Army profession, the vital role of Army Avia-
tion in the warfi ght, the importance of partner-
ing with industry to maintain adaptability, and 
also that the key to success is not the technol-
ogy alone, it is the American Soldier.

Chief Warrant Offi cer of the Branch CW5 
Michael Reese headed up a warrant offi cer fo-
rum, and Branch Command Sgt. Maj. James 
Thomson led the enlisted forum breakout ses-
sion.

Two congressmen from Alabama, Rep. Mo 
Brooks and Senator Jeff Sessions, echoed 
Army Aviation’s critical role for the nation dur-
ing a time of economic uncertainty.

One of the focal points for April 3 was 
special operations forces and partnering with 
the conventional force. Both Crutchfi eld and 
Brig. Gen. Kevin Mangum, commanding gen-
eral of U.S. Army Special Operations Aviation 
Command, spoke about how the relationship 
between conventional Army Aviation and spe-
cial operations Aviation hasn’t always been as 
well-oiled as it is now. The two leaders have 
worked for years to make improvements, and 
the goals for the future include Army Aviation 
aircraft that require fewer modifi cations for 
special operations use.

“Special operations forces could not be do-
ing what they’re doing without the magnifi cent 

work of Army Aviation,” Mangum said. “The 
fi ght has been tough, and the fi ght has been 
long. There has been a lot of overlap in the last 
few years in Iraq and Afghanistan between the 
conventional Aviation force, or Combat Avia-
tion Brigades, and special operations Aviation 
force. A lot of overlap. But there is still a need 
for a specially trained, specially equipped force 
to do the nation’s business in high-risk mis-
sions – whenever needed, wherever needed.”

Ellis Golson, director of the Capabilities 
Development and Integration Directorate for 
USAACE, held up a pamphlet for the audience 
to see during a breakout session about the Aim 
Point 2030. The “Army Aviation 2030 Vision” 
document is a step forward in outlining and 
addressing not only the aging fl eets of aircraft 
that have served the Army well for decades but 
cannot continue to be incrementally upgraded 
indefi nitely, but also the missions, organiza-
tions and training of Aviation Soldiers.

“I’ve been at this for 10 years. This is the 
fi rst time we’ve had a published vision,” Gol-
son said.

Retired CW4 Michael Durant spoke about 
being resilient and adaptive, and his experienc-
es as a former Army Aviator and prisoner of 
war, which were recreated in the movie “Black 
Hawk Down.”

Maj. Gen. Tim Crosby, Program Execu-
tive Offi cer for Aviation, focused on balance, 
the industry approach to the Aim Point 2030, 
and meeting Aviation requirements today and 
tomorrow.

“We can’t afford to let cutting investments 
be the answer to the budget this time,” Crosby 
said.

During the conference, multiple leaders and 
subject matter experts from USAACE engaged 
industry representatives at a speaker’s corner as 
part of the Army Aviation booth on the exhibit 
fl oor. The goal of the booth was to encourage 
dialogue between industry and the Army Avia-
tion trainers and requirements builders so there 
is a better understanding of gaps and consider-
ations to improve the quality of training.

Aim Point 2030, Aviation Campaign 
Plan focus of annual gathering

Brig. Gen. Kevin Mangum, U.S. Army Special Operations Aviation Command commanding general, speaks 
about the fi ght, transformation and modernization of the Aviation force during the Army Aviation Association 
of America forum April 3. 
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Brig. Gen. William T. Wolf, U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center commanding general, speaks during 
the Army Aviation Association of America forum April 3.

PHOTO BY DAVID AGAN

Army Aviation Branch Command Sgt. Maj. James Thomson fi elds a question at the USAACE information booth 
at the Army Aviation Association of America forum April 4.
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By Kelly Pate
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

Col. Jessie O. Farrington, deputy commander of U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, talks about making 
training more effi cient by leveraging technology for tech-savvy Soldiers at the USAACE information booth at 
the Army Aviation Association of America forum April 4.
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Army Aviation Keys to Success
Sustain and expand the Aviation Enterprise’s Culture of Collaboration• 
Ensure unity of effort; speak with one voice• 
Embrace a cost culture approach; identify what you need• 
Once we defi ne our need, lock down and execute• 

AVN Enterprise Campaign Plan Objectives
Support ARFORGEN with trained and ready formations• 
Meet initial military training requirements (Offi cer/Warrant Offi cer/• 
Enlisted)
Grow professional Aviation leaders (Offi cer/Warrant Offi cers/• 
Noncommissioned Offi cers)
Sustain the Aviation force• 
Develop integrated DOTML-PF solutions for Aviation as part of the • 
combined arms team
Resource the Aviation force• 

Aim Point 2030
Meet future Reconnaissance, Attack and Vertical maneuver mission • 
demands
Organized into rapidly deployable and adaptable formations• 
Equipped with a new generation of multi-mission manned and unmanned aircraft• 
Greatly reduced sustainment footprint• 
Provide the operational force commander with an unmatched decisive • 
action capability in support of unifi ed land operations

For video from this 
year’s AAAA forum, 
scan this code with 
your smartphone.

The theme of this year’s Army Aviation Association of 
America forum – “Army Aviation – Professional, Strong 
and Committed, Today and Tomorrow” – can be applied 
to spouses as well as their Army Aviators.

Spouses have become increasingly more involved at 
AAAA, a trend that has never been more apparent than at 
this year’s gathering in Nashville, Tenn., April 1-4.

Kim Crutchfi eld, spouse of Maj. Gen. Anthony G. 
Crutchfi eld, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker commanding general, was on hand dur-
ing the opening ceremony to welcome spouses in atten-
dance and to highlight upcoming events that focused on 
spouses.

Mrs. Crutchfi eld then introduced this year’s recipients 
of the Order of Our Lady of Leroto, an award that rec-
ognizes outstanding contributions to the Army Aviation 
community.

Whether it’s with their jobs outside of the home, vol-
unteering in the community or by helping out with Fam-
ily readiness groups, spouses play an important role in 
supporting their Soldier, according to Crutchfi eld.

“Not only are our Soldiers professional, strong and 
committed, we have wonderful spouses who are just as 
professional, strong and committed,” said Crutchfi eld. 
“We want to recognize their contributions.”

Later that day, Crutchfi eld hosted a spouse profession-
al session that featured a discussion with Jean Twenge, 
Ph.D., a professor at San Diego State University, on un-
derstanding generational differences and bridging the 
communications gap between generations.

“Everyone loves to talk about generations,” said 
Twenge. “There are many similarities across people of 
different generations, but it’s the differences that can 

cause the problems.”
“Professional development is important [for spouses],” 

said Crutchfi eld.
Discussions on topics like improving communications 

between generations can better prepare spouses to be 
good leaders that younger spouses can follow into the fu-
ture of our Army, she added.

“I’m hoping that spouses walk away feeling that we 
understand their importance in their Soldier’s life,” said 

Crutchfi eld. “I appreciate the spouses coming out and tak-
ing advantage [of these opportunities], and I really appre-
ciate AAAA and their support for a spouses program.”

Conference attendees also had a chance to stop by the 
Wellness Café to learn about a variety of topics from 
planning healthy meals and exercise to relaxation tech-
niques and mini-massages, building upon Crutchfi eld’s 
belief that managing stress is an important part of being 
an effective leader.

Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfi eld, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general, tests out the Army Recruiting Aviation immersadome at the Army Aviation Association of America forum 
April 3.
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AAAA professional forum offers activities for spouses

Army Aviation Association of  America 2012 forum

By David Agan
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfi eld, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general, and his wife, Kim, recognize 
the 2012 recipients of the Order of Our Lady of Loreto, awarded for outstanding contributions to the Army Aviation community. 
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Air Warrior 
system, an Aviation life-support and com-
munications ensemble fi rst fi elded in 2004, 
and designed for Soldiers who work aboard 
rotary-wing aircraft, was designed for use 
between fi ve and six hours of fl ight time. 
The system is now being used by Soldiers at 
double that time.

“Our aircrews are fl ying in excess of 11 
hours,” said Lt. Col. Ian Klinkhammer, 
product manager Air Warrior.

While Air Warrior is performing well — 
Soldiers in Afghanistan are even getting 
the equipment in the Operation Enduring 
Freedom camoufl age pattern – the system 
is heavy. What the Army wants to bring to 
the cockpit with a new aircrew ensemble 
is reduced weight and improved situational 
awareness, Klinkhammer said. The solution 
is the Air Soldier System.

“Our goal is to reduce weight and bulk by 
25 to 40 percent,” Klinkhammer said. The 
Air Soldier System should also improve Sol-
diers situational awareness. “We need some 
better capabilities with the heads-up display, 
and the 3D symbology, along with the sen-
sors, so that they are able to fl y into the last 
50 feet as they land to get out of that con-
trolled fl ight into the terrain and also fl y out 
of that same environment.”

Klinkhammer spoke April 3 during the 
2012 Army Aviation Association of America 
conference in Nashville.

The Army is working now to replace the 
Air Warrior System with the Air Soldier 
System, a lighter-weight ensemble, with re-
duced bulk and improved capabilities. The 
system will be fi elded, initially in two sub-
increments: the fi rst, 1a, in fi scal year 2015, 
and the second, 1b, in fi scal year 2018.

In that fi rst sub-increment, replacing the 
Electronic Data Module that is currently in 
Air Warrior, is a personal electronics com-
puter and display system, in three compo-
nents. Included in that is a Solider computer 
module, or SCM, a personal display mod-
ule, or PDM, and a mission display module. 
The PDM will be wrist-worn and will help 
a Soldier monitor the systems he’s wearing, 
Klinkhammer said.

“You can look down at one source and see 

all those displays and see how much battery 
power you have, and how much coolant you 
have and how much oxygen you’ve got,” he 
said. The mission display module interfaces 
with a platform’s sensors. The SCM, “as big 
as a pack of cigarettes” will do processing 
for the systems, but also for oxygen and 
cooling systems.

Also in the fi rst sub-increment is the com-
mon helmet mounted display, which includes 
a common fl at-panel display with integrated 
head tracker and 3D degraded visual envi-
ronment symbology.

“You have a see-through display that has 
symbology based on the capabilities of the 
aircraft,” said Col. Will Riggins, of Program 
Executive Offi ce Soldier, the headquarters 
agency that will eventually fi eld the Air Sol-
dier System. “What the system is designed 
to do is make the pilot safe.”

Riggins said that the symbology on the 

helmet display can illustrate friend, foe, 
weather and terrain, for instance. “Every 
time you land, you land in a sand storm, 
because it kicks up everything around you. 
So it helps you see where all that is as well, 
where your friends are, where the bad guys 
are too – threats.”

Also included in increment 1a of the Air 
Soldier System is an improved cooling vest 
that is 40-percent lighter than what is current-
ly offered, and a layered clothing ensemble 
that reduces to three layers what is currently 
offered as seven. There is also a lightweight 
environmental control system, an integrated 
Soldier power and data system, lightweight 
soft body armor that reduces weight and bulk 
30-40 percent, and 72-hour survival items.

Sub-iteration 1b of the Air Soldier System 
includes a wide fi eld-of-view/high resolu-
tion head-mounted-display for the AH-64 
Apache initially, but with support for future 

platform sensors. The 1b sub-iteration also 
includes enhanced laser eye protection and 
an integrated protective ensemble that in-
cludes an integrated fl otation device.

The legacy Air Warrior system weighs in 
at about 99.6 pounds. By the time the Army 
fi elds sub-increment 1b of Air Soldier Sys-
tem, Aviators will have an ensemble that has 
been reduced in weight to about 72.5 pounds. 
The Air Soldier System will also reduce the 
number of batteries from seven to one, and 
will reduce the number of displays from four 
to one. Total electronics weight will go from 
9.7 pounds to 3.2 pounds, and the number 
of connections to the aircraft will be reduced 
from fi ve to three.

Right now, Aviators are still wearing the 
Air Warrior system. That system is still be-
ing improved upon, Klinkhammer said, and 
right now, just about every Soldier that needs 
the gear has access to it.

“For the most part we’re pretty much 
complete with all fi eldings of that gear,” 
Klinkhammer said. The Army is even stock-
piling the Air Warrior gear now for the 13th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, and will fi eld 
equipment to them in 2013-2014, “to get 
those guys ready to go into the fi ght.”

Part of the current Air Warrior system, the 
HGU-56/P integrated helmet system with 
laser eye protection, will get magnetic track-
ing for Apache Block III pilots, Klinkham-
mer said. That is coming off the production 
line now, he said, and will be fi elded as the 
Block III Apache is fi elded to units.

There is also enough of the Portable Heli-
copter Oxygen Delivery System equipment 
available, he said, to fi eld to four Combat 
Aviation Brigades. That equipment is being 
used, reset and re-fi elded to those who need 
it. 

The latest addition to Air Warrior includes 
two Electronic Data Manager, or EDM, sys-
tems for use aboard aircraft, and they are en-
hanced as part of EDM 3.5. That includes a 
1.6 GHZ system processor, two gigabytes of 
RAM, a sunlight-readable and night vision 
goggle-compatible display and the ability 
to host dynamic terrain and obstacle avoid-
ance.

The Black Hawk UH-60A and L aircraft 
will see the dual EDM in May or June, 
Klinkhammer said, and the Chinook will 
start seeing it in November or December.
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The Army plans to eventually replace the Air Warrior system, on display here at the 2012 Army Aviation 
Association of America conference in Nashville, Tenn., with the lighter-weight Air Soldier System.

Air Soldier System to improve 
upon Air Warrior, weigh less
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker Across from the Commissary
341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville
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drive defensively and keep ourselves safe.”
This type of situation is the theme of the Save A Life 

Tour – the main event of Alcohol Awareness Month. The 
SALT program, scheduled for Monday-Wednesday at the 
post theater, begins with a presentation about the dangers 
of drinking and driving and ends with a chance to drive or 
watch others drive a state-of-the-art drunk driving simula-
tor, Hunt said. 

“It went well last year and that’s one of the reasons we 
wanted to bring it back,” he said, emphasizing the tour was 
an easy way for both Soldiers and civilians to get some of 
the required alcohol awareness training. 

Since the fi rst announcements about the tour, the sched-
ule has been changed to accommodate a few early morning 
presentations, Dunlap said. On Monday and Wednesday, 
the program will be available from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. On 
Tuesday, the hours are 5 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Dunlap asks that people call her at 255-7089 to sign up 
for the program, adding that more than 1,000 people are 
already registered.  

Though the SALT program is only on post for a few 
days, the ASAP staff is available throughout the year. Hunt 

encourages Soldiers and civilians who are struggling with 
alcohol or drug abuse to come to the clinic for an assess-
ment before any kind of serious incident occurs. 

 “If Soldiers will come in and volunteer, the information 
that is gathered from the examination cannot be used for 
punitive purposes,” he explained, adding that the number 
of people who have voluntarily asked for help is higher 
than it’s ever been.

Whether a Soldier requests help or is referred to the 
program by a supervisor, that Soldier will be assessed and 
then placed into one of several different programs. The pro-
grams range from basic education all the way to inpatient 
treatment and all the programs can be modifi ed to fi t the 
needs of the individual, Hunt said. 

“I tell everyone we’re running about a 75-percent suc-
cess rate,” he said. 

At Fort Rucker, Soldiers should be aware that a drug or 
alcohol related incident can ruin a career in Aviation, Dun-
lap said. “If they value their career, they seriously should 
think twice before being involved in such activities because 
that career they had planned on for the next 20 years could 
be gone.”

To make an appointment or for more information, call 
ASAP at 255-7509.

frequently seen in formal settings 
such as graduation ceremonies, but 
they do much more than that. The 
entire band is composed of about 
40 members, but features many 
smaller groups such as a rock band 
and a New Orleans style-brass 
band, he said. 

The concert on May 17 will 
feature one of these groups. The 
band’s jazz ensemble will join with 
a traveling jazz ensemble from 

Methodist University in Fayette-
ville, N.C. The group is touring the 
southeast and contacted the Silver 
Wings band about playing for the 
troops while they were on tour. 

“They’re patriotic Americans 
and they wanted to play for the 
troops. We just happened to be able 
to work something out,” Shuck 
said.  

Shuck has been with the Army 
for almost nine years and he’s still 
surprised some people don’t know 
about the band, especially with 

how full the schedule stays. Just 
the group that plays for gradua-
tions can sometimes provide music 
for nine ceremonies a week. 

“We’re logistically moving ev-
erybody everywhere and making 
sure everybody gets everywhere 
they need to go,” he said. “But, 
it’s great. People get a chance to 
play music and we get a chance to 
serve – to do what we can to add to 
the better fi ght. It’s our little niche 
market that we can give back to the 
community.”

Pascua also commended the 
work of the Army musicians. Of-
ten, band members don’t fi nish 
playing for special events until late 
in the evening, but they’re back 
early the next morning for physical 
training. 

He said everyone in the band is 
a musician, but they all “wear the 
Army green,” so they have much 
the same administrative and sup-
ply work as other Soldiers. 

He added that the concerts are 
a way to thank the community for 

their support of the military here. 
He encourages people to come to 
the concerts and hear the band be-
cause they’re “more than people 
see on the parade fi eld.”

So far, the other scheduled con-
cert dates are May 17 and June 22, 
and there will be no offi cial concert 
in July due to 4th of July activities, 
but the concerts will begin again in 
August. 

For more information, visit the 
98th Army Silver Wings Band 
Facebook page. 

the event, said Ranchino.
“It’s important for people to learn about 

sustainability because we want to ensure 
that Fort Rucker is able to support the 
mission, community and environment – 
not just today, but well into the future,” 
said the lead plans specialist. “If we all 
consider how we can reduce, reuse, repur-
pose or recycle our resources, it will help 
the installation reach its goals to reduce 

energy and water consumption, air emis-
sions and the amount of waste going to 
landfi lls.”

Sustainability is the managing of re-
sources whether it’s in the workforce, 
infrastructure, funds, information, natu-
ral resources, energy and systems, said 
Ranchino, adding that the expo will pro-
vide a platform for people to learn about 
sustainability and how it is should be inte-
grated in daily life at home and work for 
the installation and the communities.

“I hope that people will become mo-
tivated to incorporate sustainability into 
their daily lives,” she said. “Small and 
simple changes such as turning off the 
water while brushing your teeth, turning 
off the TV and lights when you leave the 
room, walking or biking instead of driv-
ing, recycling or repurposing as much 
as possible – these can all add up to big 
changes.”

The expo will also have free T-shirts 
to be given away, food available to pur-

chase, raffl es and door prizes that are to 
be donated from some of the vendors, ac-
cording to Melissa Lowlavar, chief of the 
environmental management branch for 
DPW.

“It’s a good event for people to come 
to celebrate Earth Day … and get aware-
ness of what’s available to them,” she 
said. “It’s the wealth of knowledge that 
we want people to take away with them 
when they come, but there will also be 
some free stuff.”
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Future: Expo serves as platform for sustainability education 
Continued from Page A1

Music: Concerts thank community for continued support of military
Continued from Page A1

Safe: Assessment helps Soldiers fi nd proper program, education
Continued from Page A1
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Sgt. Cassandra Cole, 1st Bn., 212th Avn. Regt. human resources ser-
geant, tries to maintain control of a simulated vehicle as the controls 
are being affected by “intoxication” effects during last year’s Save A 
Life Tour drinking and driving seminar. SALT is back Monday-Wednes-
day in the post theater.
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New listing $209,650 New listing $120,000

110 Johnson: Vintage Victorian: Remodeled.
New electrical and plumbing, new fixtures in all
baths, beautiful crown molding, new exterior vinyl
and metal roof and interior paint. Spacious rooms, sun lite eat-in
kitchen, formal dining, wide rocking chair front porch and rear deck.
Landscaped yard and workshop and greenhouse. Judy Dunn 334-
301-5656

New Listing $232,500

107 Grayton: Owner needs action on
sophisticated 3 BR/2 BA. Traditional home in
Cotton Creek. Enjoy formal dining area, eat in
kitchen, separate office, MBR downstairs with beautiful
Victorian style tub in the suite bath. Freshly landscaped.
Gina Swan 334-447-9451

117 Stratford: Well-maintained 3 BR/2
BA brick and hardi plank in Clubview with
beautiful yard. You will feel like you are in
the country. Features formal dining room, dining area
and large grandroom and decks. Mary Jones 334-
790-2933

New Listing $261,000

203 Sommer: Great 4
bedroom home with open
floor plan, fenced yard and many extras. Jackie
Thompson 334-406-1231 and TEXT Terri 334-406-
2072

New listing

116 Nancy: Spic and span 3 BR/2 BA ranch
on a shady landscaped corner lot minutes from
historic downtown Enterprise or the entrance
to Ft Rucker. Living area with wood burning fireplace, sunny
eat in kitchen, side entrance 2 car garage and wood privacy
fence in rear yard. Judy Dunn 334-301-5656

New Listing $87,500

Lovely 2 BR/2.5 BA
town home convenient to Ft Rucker. Great location and
priced to sell. Home warranty included. Jamie Powell
334-701-7443

New Listing $89,000

102 Morgan: Great 3 BR/2 BA in Idlewood. Has been a
reliable rental property for over 20 years. Let it continue
to generate profit for you or make it your first place. Huge
backyard, bedrooms are nice sizes and u-shaped kitchen will make cooking
& serving a breeze. Breakfast counter opening to dining area, priced to sell,
convenient to Ft Rucker, separate laundry room and lots of storage. Jan
Sawyer 334-406-2393

New Listing $47,000

823 Apple Tree: Special financing
available on charming 3 BR/2 BA
Victorian with some updates. Extra-large
lot, large eat in kitchen, formal living & dining rooms, large master BR. Inside
laundry, original wood flooring, high ceilings, upgraded BA and central HVAC.
Gina Swan 447-9451 & Mary Jones 334-790-2933

New Listing $94,000

348 CR 533: Give this country home a little
TLC, tie a yellow ribbon on the old oak tree
and you will have a place in the country to call home! 3
BR/2 BA with den, hot tub, large lot with chain link fence.
Sam Helms 334-798-3357

306 Grubbs: Over 2800 +/- sq. ft.
in this all brick ranch situated on 2
lots. Split plan, huge MBR suite with
high ceilings and room for sitting area. 3 BR/2 BA, salt water pool,
formal living & dining and sunroom/office could be 4th BR. Nicole
Annicelli 334-464-0782 & Maggie Haas 334-389-0011

136 CR 747: Elegant 3 BR/2.5 BA
custom built brick home welcomes you
with a covered porch & swing. Unique
family room built-in, cabinets in mudroom, chair rail in foyer & MBA to envy
make this house a standout! Extra room/office, huge laundry room with sink
and storage room in garage. $264,500 Maggie Haas 334-389-0011 and
Nicole Annicelli 334-464-0782

New Listing $219,000 New Listing

UNDER CONTRACT
IN 7 DAYS!

REAL ESTATE PAGE

NEED A
RENTAL?

AREA'S
LARGEST
RENTAL

COMPANY!

REGENCY
MANAGEMENT,

INC.
334-347-0049
VISIT US ONLINE AT

WWW.REGENCYMANAGEMENT.COM

102 HOMESTEAD: Very nice home with large back
yard, on the way to Ft Rucker. $206,950 FRAN
CLAYTOR 334-790-5973

NEW LISTING

508 TARTAN WAY: Come live where you play! Beautiful 3
BR/3 BA with bonus room that could be 4th BR, open plan’,
grandroom with fireplace, formal dining room, spacious
kitchen features granite counter tops & stainless appliances.
Overlooking 4th fairway, nice landscaping & sprinkler sys-
tem. Plus Tartan pool & clubhouse. $319,900 SAM HELMS
334-798-3357

TARTAN PINES

424 SANDY OAK:
convenient to Ft Rucker. Great location and priced to
sell. Home warranty included. JAMIE POWELL 334-
701-7443

$87,500

WOW! A secluded piece of paradise. Approx. 24 acre stocked
lake with a fish house & spring fed catfish pond just outside
your back door. 3 BR/2 BA on main level, basement could
be 4th bedroom with full bath. Won’t last long. $273,900
JEANINE ROBERTS 334-313-8885

151 PR 1206

$109,000

26 COURTYARD: Great townhouse with all the ameni-
ties: community swimming pool, tennis courts, basketball
court and club house. Very convenient to Ft Rucker. BOB
KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534

64 COTTON: Adorable 3 BR/2 BA brick house conve-
nient to Ft Rucker & Dothan. Features grandroom that
opens to kitchen. Kids can sit at the bar and do home-
work or have a snack. Mom will really enjoy the extra
space in the laundry room plus the entry from the one
car garage with opener & extra storage space. Spacious
fenced back yard large enough for kids and pets to play.
Neat as a pin and move in ready. You will love it! MARY
JONES 334-790-2933

$115,975

71 COURTYARD: New paint! Move in ready, set your
appointment now to see this 3 BR/2.5 BA townhome in
Courtyard Place. All appliances and clubhouse in subdivision.
EVELYN HITCH 334-406-3436

$119,750

2033 CR 712: Country living without the drive - If you are
tired of the city but love the convenience, come see this 3 BR/2
BA on 2 +/- acres just a few minutes from historic downtown.
Features an open floor plan, sunny kitchen, gas log fireplace,
large MBR with sitting area and spacious dining area. Over
2,000 sq. ft. Home is perfect for entertaining your family and
friends with an inground salt water pool and fishing pond all
in view from the screened in porch. $ 225,000 JUDY DUNN
334-301-5656

POOL, 2 +/- ACRES

102 LOYOLA: Move in ready! Great home beautifully land-
scaped, hardwood flooring, quartz counter tops, 2 large living
areas, screened porch, deck, detached workshop. $166,500
BOB KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534 Owner is a licensed
REALTOR in the state of Alabama

NEW LISTING

103 AVALON: Enjoy a hot
summer in your new home with
12x20x4 deep inground pool.
Move in ready. Excellent location,
gas log fireplace, fenced yard,
stainless steel kitchen appliances.
$173,900 JOHN SIZEMORE
334-389-1450 & NANCY
CAFIERO 334-389-1758

NEW LISTING



B
APRIL 12, 2012

Armywide

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The 
U.S. Army continues to modern-
ize the next-generation F-model 
CH-47 Chinook cargo helicopter 
while simultaneously working to 
upgrade its entire fl eet to F-model 
aircraft, service offi cials explained 
April 2, at the Army Aviation As-
sociation of America’s 2012 Pro-
fessional Forum and Exposition.

Thus far, the Army has ac-
cepted delivery of 169 F-model 
Chinooks, cargo helicopters en-
gineered with next-generation 
avionics, electronics and cockpit 
digital moving map displays, said 
Lt. Col. Brad Killen, CH-47 F-
model project manager. 

Ultimately, the Army plans to 
have a “pure” fl eet of 440 F-mod-
el Chinooks by 2018, he added. 

“The goal here is to go to all 
F’s. When you look at a D-mod-
el Chinook, it still has the steam 
gauges in it; whereas if you look 
at the F-model, it has fi ve multi-
function displays and full-motion 
video screens,” Killen said. 

Killen explained the tremen-
dous value-added of the Chinook 
F’s Common Aviation Architec-
ture System, or CASS cockpit, 
which consists of multi-function 
digital displays providing pilots 
with situational and navigational 
information. 

“With CAAS we’ve got a mov-
ing map. Now that a moving map 
is in front of me, I have all my 

instruments in front of me. It’s re-
duced the work load,” he said. 

The F-model Chinook repre-
sents the latest iteration of tech-
nological advancement in what is 
a long and distinguished history 
for the workhorse cargo aircraft, 
often tasked with delivering food, 
troops and supplies at high alti-
tudes in mountainous Afghan ter-
rain. 

In fact, 2012 marks the 50th 
anniversary of the Army’s fi rst 
CH-47 Chinook delivery which 
took place in 1962, said Col. Bob 
Marion, program manager, cargo 
aircraft. 

In fact, that very fi rst A-model 
Chinook received by the Army 
was recently found to be fl ying 
missions in Afghanistan, Marion 
said. 

“I was surprised to fi nd out that 
that fi rst A-model was in Afghani-
stan. It is now a D-model as we 
have modernized the aircraft over 
time. This leads me to refl ect on 
how much the Chinook means to 
the Army and our nation, includ-
ing all of those Soldiers who have 
worked on and fl own in it for 50 
years,” he added. “As we talk 
about the Future Vertical Lift and 
Armed Aerial Scout programs, we 
talk about continuing to use the 
Chinook as the medium and heavy 
lift solution to meet the Army’s 
needs. It is therefore important for 
us to keep these aircraft fl ying and 
relevant for the next generation of 
Army aviators.”

The Chinook program is pre-
paring to issue its next multi-year 
procurement contract for the F-
model aircraft by January 2013, 
Marion said. 

As the Army continues to tran-
sition to a pure fl eet of F-model 
Chinooks, the program offi ce has, 
in the past year, stood up a spe-
cial program manager tasked with 
pursuing additional moderniza-
tion possibilities for the aircraft, 
Marion explained. 

These efforts include the ad-
dition of new, composite rotor 
blades able to add 2,000-pounds of 
additional lift capability to the air-
craft. The advanced composite ro-
tor blade effort, which has already 
gone through some wind-tunnel 
testing, is slated for fl ight testing 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
The Army’s newest aircraft, 
the UH-72A Lakota, is ap-
proaching 100,000 fl ight 
hours, and maintains one of 
the highest mission-capable 
rates among Army aircraft.

The Army expects to buy 
a total of 345 of the aircraft, 
and the service has just tak-
en delivery of 209 so far.

“The real success story 
for us: it’s been on schedule 
[and] it’s met its cost targets 
perhaps better than any oth-
er aviation program we have 
got that’s active right now,” 
said Col. Thomas Todd, 
project manager for Army 
utility helicopters, during 
an April 3 press briefi ng at 
the Army Aviation Associa-
tion of America conference 
in Nashville.

The Lakota is a slightly 
modifi ed version of the 
manufacturer’s commercial 
EC-145 aircraft, and serves 
mostly inside the United 
States, though it has served 
in Haiti as part of relief op-
erations there, Todd said. 
Right now, the Lakota is be-
ing used in 42 of 50 states. 
Only a third of the aircraft 
are headed for active-duty 
units. The remainder are 
bound for Army National 
Guard units.

In the fi eld, Todd said, 
the Lakota has maintained 
remarkably high reliability 
rates. 

“It maintains consistent-
ly 90 percent operational 
availability rates,” Todd 
said. “We obviously take 
a lot of pride in the fact 
that 90 percent means [a 
commander] gets nine out 
of 10 to fl y. It makes that 
unit commander, no mat-
ter where they are and what 
mission they are perform-
ing, more effective.”

The Lakota can be con-
fi gured with mission equip-
ment packages to support 
medical evacuation mis-
sions, VIP support or and 
security and support. While 
most military aircraft deal 
with military threats, the La-
kota, with the S&S mission-
equipment package, was 
developed to work counter-
narcotics on the southwest 
border. Along the Mexican 
border, for instance, 11 La-
kota aircraft have racked up 
700 fl ying hours working 
the Southwest Border Mis-

Block III performs well

Lakota fl eet 
more than 
200 strong, 
approaching 
100k fl ight 
hours

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The U.S. 
Army’s AH-64 Apache Block III 
next-generation attack helicopter is 
fi nishing up its Initial Operational 
Test and Evaluation at Fort Irwin, 
Calif., and should be ready to deploy 
with Soldiers sometime next year, of-
fi cials said April 2 at the Army Avia-
tion Association of America’s 2012 
Professional Forum and Exposition.

The Initial Operational Test and 
Evaluation, known as IOT&E, is a 
series of combat-like assessments 
and evaluations placing the aircraft 
in operationally relevant scenarios 
as a way to prepare the platform for 
full-rate production, said Col. Shane 
Openshaw, project manager, Apache 
Attack Helicopters.

Although formal results of the 
Block III Apache’s IOT&E are still 
in the process of being determined, 

preliminary observations and early 
indications suggest the high-tech air-
craft is performing extremely well, 
Openshaw said. The force-on-force 
portion of the IOT&E has been com-
pleted and some live-fi re exercises 
remain in coming days, he added. 

So far, the Army has already taken 
delivery of 10 of the Boeing-built 
AH 64 Apache Block III aircraft, a 
helicopter engineered to bring the 
Apache fl eet improved, next-gener-
ation range, performance, maneuver-
ability and electronics. Total planned 
procurement for the Apache Block 
III is 690 aircraft.

The Block III Apache is being 
engineered such that an advanced, 
high-tech aircraft at the weight of the 
D model can have the power, per-
formance and landing abilities of an 
original A model Apache. The cur-
rent D-model Longbow Apache is 
heavier than the original A-model; the 
heavier Apache carries signifi cantly 

improved targeting and sensing ca-
pabilities but lacks the transmission-
to-power ratio and hard-landing abil-
ity of the initial A model.

“I had the opportunity to fl y a 
Block III Apache a week ago and I 
will tell you the performance of the 
aircraft is tremendous,” Openshaw 
said. “It’s fast, strong and capable. 
We have also made improvements to 
the target acquisition platform. The 
backbone of the aircraft is an open-
system architecture with improved 
mission command and interoperabil-
ity.”

Engineering the aircraft with an 
open-system architecture refers to 
efforts to design the electronics such 
that they have a “plug-and-play” ca-
pability and can easily integrate with 
current state-of-the-art and emerging 
next generation technologies, offi -
cials said.

Army moves toward pure fl eet of upgraded Chinooks

Fort Campbell, Ky., receives the fi rst CH-47F Chinook helicopter during a cer-
emony Aug. 15, 2007. The Army now has 169 of the upgraded F-model Chinooks 
and plans to have a fl eet of 440 by 2018.

PHOTO BY GREGORY FRYE

A new Apache Block III lifts off the runway at the Boeing complex 
in Mesa, Ariz. The AH-64 Apache Block III next-generation attack 
helicopter is fi nishing up its Initial Operational Test and Evaluation 
at Fort Irwin, Calif., and should be ready to deploy with Soldiers 
sometime next year.

PEO AVIATION

SEE CHINOOK, PAGE B4

SEE APACHE, PAGE B4

By Kris Osborn
Army News Service

By Kris Osborn
Army News Service

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

SEE LAKOTA, PAGE B4

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The 
U.S. Army is moving along with a 
series of upgrades and technologi-
cal improvements to its Unmanned 
Aircraft System platforms, UAS 
Program Offi ce offi cials said April 
3.

The UAS improvements are 
part of a broader effort to bring 
increased sensing and surveillance 
capability to deployed forces, of-
fi cials said at the Army Aviation 
Association of America’s 2012 
Professional Forum and Exhibi-
tion in Nashville. 

Some of the key activities in-
clude:

the addition of a new Syn-• 
thetic Aperture Radar, or SAR 
Ground Moving Target Indica-
tor sensor, known as GMTI, to 
the Gray Eagle UAS;
plans to build and deliver a new • 
engine for the Shadow UAS; 
and
and the development of a Uni-• 
versal Ground Control Sta-
tion, or UGS, able to show 
video feeds from Gray Eagle, 
Shadow and Hunter UAS on a 
single system. 

At the same time, PM UAS is 
approaching these activities with 
a mind to fi nding effi ciencies, 
lowering costs wherever possible 
and increasing competition among 
vendors as part of a broader strat-

egy to implement the tenets of the 
Pentagon’s Better Buying Power 
program, said Richard Kretz-
schmar, deputy project manager, 
UAS.

“The challenge we put across 
to our programs is to look for op-
portunities to increase better buy-
ing power. That was the command 
guidance. The specifi cs are going 
to be unique to various programs. 
We’re doing things like looking at 

the elements of cost and examining 
what is driving reliability so may-
be we can increase the sustainment 
growth curve and increase compe-
tition,” said Kretzschmar. 

Kretzchmar pointed to two up-
coming Indefi nite Delivery Indefi -
nite Quantity, or IDIQ, contracts 
PM UAS is planning for its Family 
of Small UAS, an effort to refi ne 
requirements and deliver a group 
of small UAS such as the Raven, 

Puma and various micro-sized 
UAS. 

“The intent of these IDIQ con-
tracts is to increase competition, 
drive costs down and get a better 
value. One of these contracts is 
for UAS-related services and one 
is for products and material,” he 
added. 

The Army is still working on a 

Army upgrading Unmanned Aircraft Systems

The 3,200-pound Gray Eagle Unmanned Aircraft System waits for its mission at sunset during Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Afghanistan. Ten of the UAS are currently deployed as part of a Quick Reaction Capability and the QRC has helped refi ne 
requirements before the next Low-Rate Initial Production of the Gray Eagle.

U.S. ARMY PHOTO

SEE UAS, PAGE B4

By Kris Osborn
Army News Service
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE
FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

FREE ADS
TREASURE SEEKERS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

TRANSPORTATION & LOGISTICS

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

INSTRUCTION & TUTORING

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HOMES FOR SALE

Make Your Point!
Advertising is the best way

to make points with prime prospects

who are ready, willing and able to buy.

Let us show you the most effective

way to advertise in the newspaper

that reaches the right people,

right where they live.

Place your ad in our

Sales & Service
Directory

and grow your business!!!
BUY IT!

SELL IT! FIND IT!

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

1-Cemetery Lot, Gardens of Memory 431
North. Lot 121-D-4 Section Valor
$1175. OBO r 205-621-1391 q

CEMETERY LOTS: GARDEN OF MEMORY
Last 2 Lots in Veteran Square!
2 Lots together in Garden of Valor Square by
Flag Row facing east. $2,400. 334-799-2138

HUGE ENTERPRISE ESTATE SALE
Fri. 4/13 & Sat. 4/14 from 8 am-2 pm
∂ 100 Highland Drive in Enterprise, AL ∂
Antiques, Furniture, Guns, Jewelry, H/H
www.wiregrassestatesales.com

û SALE !! STOCK REDUCTiON on 100’s of
items 30 % off misc., 20% off furniture
r & extra 10% off with this ad. q
orignal prices in booth marked "BC"
See Inside Backyard Treasure

2331 Ross Clark Circle. DONT’ MISS IT !

û MB HM. PARK FOR SALE
WITH 23 MBL. HMS.
1 HOUSE & 1 RV

ON 62 ACRES - all rentals.
Great income with good down payment

r Owner Finance
386-329-5227 / 386-312-6363

Living Room Set, Thomasville, Matching
including 2 Wing Chairs, 2 Couches, Coffee
Table, Cherry Wood, Good Condition $950 OBO
305-332-2205 or 334-435-2484 Columbia, AL

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

SKAG Tiger Cat Mower , excellent condition,
used for residential home only, Kawasaki en-
gine. 48 inch cut, $5,500 OBO. 334-618-7691

STOP GNAT, FLY, & MOSQUITO BITES!
Buy Swamp Gator All Natural

Insect Repellent.
Family Safe-Use head to toe.
Available at The Home Depot

Rainbow Vacuum Cleaner: with all attach-
ments, good cond., $150. Call 334-393-4524

Tables: Set of glass metal end tables $30.
334-389-5665

ABCA registered Border Collie puppies.
Parents are working dogs. Males and

Females available. Black/White and Lilacs.
Born February 16th. Will make great

Easter presents. $350.
Contact 229-220-0232 or 229-774-2662.

AKC Golden Retriever Puppy’s . Beautiful and
Healthy. Have been wormed, DHLP-1 shots and
current on heart worm prevention. Vet says
"send em’ home". $600 ea., 229-549-6240

AKC registered Chesapeake Bay Retrievers . 4
females, 1 male. Email for more information
caddison36380@troy.edu, $500, 334-701-2666

American Pitt Bull Terrier puppies, cream ,
chocolate & buck in color 6-M, 5-F S/W, Moth-
er on-site $200. 334-596-6968. Ready Now!!!

û Boston Terriers Puppies $275 - $300.
Vet checked , H/C & S/W, parents on-site with
guarantee 850-547-9351. 850-849-0176.

! Easter Babies Are Here !
Breeding Pair of Chinese Crested M/F

$500/both. Now Taking deposits on Imperial
Shih-Tzus, Chorkies, Pom-Maltese.

Call 334-718-4886.

Free Rescued Dogs for VERY Loving Homes,
Bulldog Pup, Black Lab Pup, Long hair
German Shepherd, Chow Mix,

Other Breeds too. DOTHAN. All Shots
∂ 334-791-7312 ∂

Jack Russell
CKC registered Jack Russell pups, tri-colored;
s/w; 1 female; 3 males; $250; 334 886 2524

Aplin Farms
You Pick or
We Pick

Strawberries
334-726-5104

GREEN
FROZEN
PEANUTS
850-209-3322

r or 850-573-6594

LITTLE SWEETS
STRAWBERRY FARM
Juicy Sweet Yummy
U-Pick - We - Pick
Hwy 52 Slocomb, AL

334-618-8365 or 334-790-6974

Strawberries Are Here!
We/U Pick James Bedsole
Call Ahead 334-726-5895
CLOSED SUNDAY

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

WE HAVE STRAWBERRIES
Frozen Peas, Greens,
Fresh English Peas

& Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

r Bahia seed for sale q
Excellent germination Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,

or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

Now paying top prices for
Pine / Hardwood in your area.
No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

BOSH Global Services offers turnkey
technical and operational support services

for unmanned systems.

We are seeking personnel for the
following position (multiple openings):

Unmanned Aircraft System
(UAS) Operator / Maintainer
∂ Supports overseas flight operations on 4 to 6

month rotations
∂ Education / Training: HS diploma, military UAS
operator / sensor operator / maintainer trained
in larger than hand-launched UAS: (Shadow,
ScanEagle, TigerShark, Hunter, Grey Eagle,

Predator, Reaper)
∂ Skills desired: UAS or manned aircraft flight
operations, maintenance, or avionics background
∂ Requires US Secret clearance and ability to meet

DoD medical standards for deployment

Contact Curt Hawes at 757-604-2284 or See
our Operator/Maintainer opportunity at

www.boshgs.com
- click on Careers tab, then Job Portal, then
select UAS / UAV Operator or UAS / UAV

Maintainer

Positions available immediately!

Equal Opportunity Employer

DRIVERS: LOCAL
We’re Expanding! Great Pay,
Bonus Pkg., incl: Free Health Ins.
CDL-A w/X-End., 1yr. Tractor Trl. Exp.
Martin Transport: 1-800-256-6691

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS NOW ACCEPTING

APPLICATIONS FOR THE
POSITION OF:

Refuse Worker I:
Summary: Employee rides the back of a
garbage truck, positions carts and
operates controls to empty carts;

employee assists to load recyclables or
household trash; may drive mosquito

truck. Performs other duties as assigned.

Starting Salary: $16,910.40

OPENING DATE:
April 6, 2012
CLOSING DATE:
April 19, 2012

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

Youth Symphony Director
wanted in Dothan, AL for approximately
32 Saturday mornings from 9am-12:30pm

during the school year for the
Wiregrass Youth Symphony Orchestra.

Music education training
and/or experience required.

String instrument playing ability desired.
For more info see

tristatecommunityorchestra.org,
or call Vince Richter
334 585-4903.

Childcare Director Classes
Now Enrolling

Must have a diploma or GED
& 12 mo. childcare exp.

Call Mrs. Alaina 334-714-4942

GREENTREE
APARTMENTS
$ 300. - $ 355.
* NO PETS!
Call: 334-347-2927

Camelot Apartments For Rent in Enterprise
1BR/2BR Apartments - $300/$350 mo. + $300
Dep. pool & laundry on premises, Approved
Credit Needed. Small dogs OK with pet fee.

Call 334-347-0604

4BR/3BA 2-Story Built
Custom Brick Home
393 N. Dalton on 9.2 Ac.
2900SF, pecans & fruit

trees, 9ft & 10ft ceiling, pole barn, 2-car ga-
rage. All appl., $310,000. Call 334-798-3603

Stunning 3BR/2BA
Ranch on 2+ acres
Completely renevated
with custom cabinets,

new stainless steel appliances, new HW
Heater, new doors (4), outside fireplace
and double sink. Great landscape with
several pecan trees. Asking $109,000.

Call 334-635-0214. Showing by appointment only.

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING LAWN SERVICES LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT & REPAIR

FENCING LAWN SERVICES

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

APPLIANCE REPAIR BOAT REPAIR

AC & HEATING

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Landscape Irrigation

Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems
& Landscape Upgrades

• Design & Installations
• Upgrades on Existing
Systems

• Drainage Solutions

• Repairs & Services on
All Brands

• Sod
• Shrubs

1-888-569-9600
www.landscapeexpertsal.com

Experts

Delight Cleaning ServiCe

Licensed & Insured

• Home • Church • Commercial
Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Critter Sitter

Quality In-Home Pet Sitting Service

Call (334) 598-6776
crittersitterbytujea.com • jscrittersitter@aol.com

Payne Lawn Service
• Mowing • Edging • Trimming

• Yard Cleaning

We Beat Anyone’s Price!

Owner Robert Payne

447-7527References
upon request

Wiregrass FenceWiregrass Fence
Chain, Wood &Vinyl • Residential • CommercialChain, Wood &Vinyl • Residential • Commercial

347-0000
25 Years Exp

Cell

494-0622
or

Appliance Repair

Appliance Repair

712-9999 • 347-0000

Bell’s Wiregrass

All
Brands

Same Day Service • Factory Trained Tech. • 29 Years Experience

Dothan Enterprise

Locally Grown
Vegetables ~ Plants

Flowers ~ Herbs
TUES • THURS • SAT

N. Main St/Hwy 134 • Enterprise • Mr. Grimes
Enterprise Farmers Market

Affordable Lawn Care
Residential & Commercial

Total Lawn Care ~ Licensed & Insured
FREE

ESTIMATES 334-803-3305

Rhino Boats

Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E • Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968
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REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS

RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

RVS & CAMPERS WANTED

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS
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THE DOTHAN PROGRESS
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Call a Classified
Sales Representative
for Employment Advertising,
Real Estate,Transportation,
Merchandise, Recreation,

Farm & Garden, Pets
& Announcements

at 702-6060 or (800) 779-2557
to place your ad in

WORDTHE

TOWN...
AROUND

DOTHAN EAGLE

Need a New Home? Check out the Classifieds CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Go-Cart - Rebel 4-wheel go-cart with Briggs &
Stratton 5 hp engine, by Fun-Wheels, $350,
334-805-0141, leave message if no answer

2008 Bayliner 195 BR with 220 hp 5.0 Liter V-6
engine, Multi Port Injection, Electronic Fuel In-
jection (EFI), Emissions Control Technology
(ECT), Galvanizes Swim tonque, Open bow
W/Tower and wakeboard holder, Trailer
w/Brakes, Swim Platform Extension, Depth
Finder, Bow & Cockpit Covers. Seats up to 9
people. Great condition. $18,500. 334-806-8186

’94 BassCat Pantera Classic 19FT
150HP Evanrude, stainless prop, 24 volt
motor guide trolling motor, built in cooler, 2
rod boxes, and Hummingbird & Lawrance
fish finder. Asking $9,200. Call 334-797-1095

Boat - Ranger Bass 17’ 10" 115 Hp Johnson ,
fully equipped, garage kept with boat cover
Asking $3500. 334-886-2739 or 334-797-7599.

FACTORY DIRECT

Packages From

$4,995
All Welded

All Aluminum Boats

www.xtremeindustries.com

850-547-9500 Bonifay, FL
PONTOON BOAT ’97 Eagle Angel, 22ft. 50
Mecury, excellent shape (in Eufaula) $6,000
1-251-599-5127, 1-251-675-6883

Well Craft 1981 18ft:
in-board and out-
board motor, runs
great but needs
minor work, heavy

trailer. Priced to Sell $1,995.
Call 334-793-3494 or 334-333-1291

COUGAR TRAVEL TRAILER
2004-30 foot,
big rear window,

living/dining slide, excel-
lent condition, new tires,
must see to appreciate,

$14,000 OBO 334-687-6863, 334-695-2161

1998 American Dream Motor Home - 40ft. Die-
sel 325, Cummings, 334-714-3393

Allegro 2005 38ft: 3 slides, auto leveling,
In-motion Sat. & Home Theater system,
washer/dryer, central Vac., King bed and hide
away queen sofa bed, 3 Tv’s and DVD. Too
many to list. Excellent Condition. No Pets or
Smoking. Asking $135,000. Call 850-294-3792

Cadillac ’93 Allante:
Last year of 7 years
production of 2 seat
convertible, only
year with Northstar
32 valve V8, rare
collectible.

First $10,000. Takes It! Call 850-209-0747

GMC ’57 Half Ton, original
6 cylinder, short bed , 270
engine, straight shift on
column, 1-owner, father &
son. Runs very well. No

smoke. Partially body restored in 2001. Red in
color. No known rust through. Serious offer or
inquiry only please. $13,750 Neg. 334-678-1488

’03 Mercury Grand Marquis
LS, A must see!

silver w/ leather seats, all
LS options, good cond. good

tires. 61,800 mi. REDUCED $7000. 334-794-6781

Chevrolet ’99 Camero Z28 Convertible , white in
color, less then 16K mi., garage kept, 1-owner

$20,000 OBO r 850-638-0668.

Chevy ’02 Camero Z28 convertible 6-speed ,
taupe in color, less than 36,000 miles, garage
kept, last of the 35th edition,
$19,500. OBO 941-268-4493. ( Dothan)

DODGE ’02 Caravan new trans $3,000 OBO:
DIRT BIKE TTR90 needs carburetor $600:
CRAFTSMAN Riding lawn mower like new $850
334-618-6222

Ford 2010 F-150 4X4 XLT
SuperCrew--LOADED!!! Like
new! Power Everything, Un-
der warranty, 23,000 miles,
bluetooth, navigation, Micro-
soft SYNC, Michelin tires, al-
loy wheels, and much more!

$31,400 OBO. Call (334) 984-0339

NISSAN ’08 MAXIMA , 6 cyl., 4 dr., grey 65K mi.,
very clean $17,000 334-687-6036

Ford Mustang ’10 Coupe
V6 Automatic with dark
grey exterior and tinted
windows. Garage kept
and in great condition.

$15,000. Please call 334-791-7180

GOT BAD CREDIT? DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE?

Call Steve 334-803-9550 ∂ RIDE TODAY!
$0 Down/ 1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!
Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade anything!
$10 Walmart Gift Card w/Purchase!

Hyundai ’04 Elantra GLS,
automatic, 4 cylinder,
sedan, 60,000 miles,
like new, $6325. Call:
334-790-7959.

Hyundai ’06 Elantra GLS,
loaded, 4 cylinder
automatic. sedan,
36,000 miles, clean,
$8300. Call 334-790-7959.

1998 Honda Valkyre Motorcycle - great condi-
tion & many extras! $6,000 OBO! 334-790-5768

Harley Davidson ’01 Dyna Super Glide:
1450CC, runs great, just out of storage. Only
3200 miles. Asking $6000. Call 850-209-0747

Harley Davidson ’08 Soft Tail Custom
black in color 4,800 mi. Vances & Hines Pro
pipe, High Performance filters, new battery,
lowering kit, 4-helments, Racing Tuner
asking $12,000. 334-701-6968.

Troy area. 1-owner

Honda Shadow VLX 600 mo-
torcycle. Low milage: slightly
over 4,000 miles. Includes T-
Bag pouch, sissy bar, also in-
cludes battery tender. Ask-
ing $2,900. Call 334-432-2571

CHEVY ’97 SUBURBAN , Cloth interior, fully
loaded, $4,500 OBO 334-355-0491
Dodge ’02 Durango: white with taupe interior,
loaded, low miles, orginal owner, bearutful
shape. $9,500. Firm. Call 334-983-1698

GMC ’06 Yukon XL SLT
172,000 mi. one owner, A/C
ice cold, Always garaged,
Exc. cond, New brakes,
Loaded w/all the goodies,

Looks drives great, mostly hwy. miles. Non-
smoker, very clean int, well maintained, Free
Carfax report incl. $9,995. Tim 850-728-3316

2010 Ford F150 Platinum , Supercrew, 4x4, 22200
miles, black, leather, navigation, rear view
camera, tow package, excellent cond., $12,900,
wary@netscape.com

’73 Ford TRACTOR 9600, w/ John Deere 4-row
planter, 14ft. International disc $22,000. for all,
Will sell separately. 334-522-3190.

CHEVROLET ’06 HHR-74K miles, very good
condition, clean, automatic, luggage rack, 32
miles per gallon Hwy., $11,500 334-232-4610
Church Bus: 2000 El Dorado Aero Elite,
26 passenger, 2 wheelchair stations with lift.
Diesel, 7.3 L Turbo, 80k miles, AC and
bathroom, good condition.
$35,000. Call 334-899-5703

Ford ’99 F-150,
Super cab, 4 door, V-6
Automatic, 32,000 miles,
one owner, $6850.
Call: 334-790-7959.

GMC ’93 Sonoma SLS
Reg cab, V-6 automatic,
61,000 miles, one owner,
$3150. Call: 334-790-7959.

Kubota ’08 4240 HST: with 852 front end loader,
4WD, 450 hours. $17,900. Call 850-573-1806

Toyota ’95 Extra Cab , 4X4, 4 cylinder, 5-spd.,
200K mi., Green in Color, Good Truck $4500
334-714-7645

Cheverolet ’01 Astro Mini Van,
loaded, 8 passengers, 114K miles, $4,000.

Call 334-794-7447.
Chevrolet ’97 Astro Van
conversion Van raised
roof, loaded, new tires,
One owner, GREAT
condition. 52K mi.

$8,900. 334-897-2054 or
334-464-1496

Chevy ’90 Cargo Van running, driving and
ready to use, new tires, white in color $1500.
256-375-8710.

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325. & up for
Complete Cars CALL 334-702-4323

- Guaranteed

highest prices 4 Junk vehicles & farming
equipment, TITLE OR NO TITLE

r 850-849-6398

WE PAY Ca$H

FOR JUNK CARS!!!!!!

Call 334-818-1274



in the summer of 2015, 
said Lt. Col. Joe Hoecherl, 
product manager, Chinook 
modernization.

The Chinook program 
is also developing a new 
Cargo On/Off Loading 
System, or COOLS, engi-
neered to build rollers into 
the fl oor to better expedite 
on and off-loading of sup-
plies and gear, Hoecherl 
explained. 

Having recently com-
pleted its Critical Design 
Review, COOLS will start 
fi elding in February of next 
year, Hoecherl said.

“Right now we have a 
system that is not on the 
aircraft. We have to bring 
it on. What happens now 
when you are fl ying is you 
take off and, if you have 

a change of mission, you 
have to go pick up pallets. 
You can’t push pallets on 
this fl oor as it is now. With 
COOLS, the rolls are going 
to be built into the fl oor, 
so if you have a change of 

mission you just fl ip the 
fl oor up,” Killen said. 

COOLS is also built with 
additional underneath bal-
listic protection systems, 
Hoecherl added. 

The CH-47 F program is 

also planning to add Condi-
tioned-Based Maintenance 
to the aircraft - small, por-
table diagnostic devices, 
which enable aircraft en-
gineers to better predict 
maintenance needs and po-

tential mechanical failures, 
Hoecherl explained. 

“The Cargo Platform 
Health Environment, or 
CPHE, will provide contin-
uous monitoring of all the 
vibrations. It will bring di-

agnostics and prognostics, 
which will help predict 
what might go wrong with 
the aircraft. Next month we 
will start doing the valida-
tion for the installation of 
CPHE,” Hoecherl said.
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Lakota: 
UH-72A 
less costly 
to maintain 
Continued from Page B1

Apache: Consistent uprades sustain AH-64 capability
Continued from Page B1

UAS: Technological improvements aid Apache, Kiowa pilots 
Continued from Page B1

Chinook: COOLS technology expedites off-loading of supplies, gear
Continued from Page B1
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High-Speed Internet + Verizon Wireless + a third service of your choice

Present this coupon at your CenturyLink store and ask how to get a

$150 Value Reward Card
when you bundle 3 services.

Visit your CenturyLink store and get rewarded.
Fort Rucker – Located in the Soldiers Center, Rm. 122 – 334.598.1685

Limited TimeOffer –Offer available to new or existing (who are eligible) residential CenturyLink™High-Speed Internet customers who add two (2) new qualifying services from or through CenturyLink. Qualifying services vary by location, andmay require a term agreement, specific package or plan subscription, activation
fees, installation fees, termination fees, etc. All may apply, depending upon services and plans selected to qualify for offer. One (1) offer per household. An additional monthly fee (including professional installation, if applicable) and a shipping and handling feewill apply to customer’smodem or router for High-Speed Internet.
Offers cannot be combined with other promotions. Existing customers will lose current discounts by subscribing to this offer. Current Price for Life Customers – Acceptance of this offer will automatically cancel the Price for Life guarantee and customer’s High-Speed Internet service could be subject to any future rate
increases. VerizonWireless – Activation fee/line: $35. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION – Subject to Cust Agmt, Calling Plan, & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee ($350 for advanced devices). Add’l $20 upgrade fee may apply. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere;
see vzw.com. Customers will receive a separate bill for Verizon Wireless services. By activating Verizon Wireless service and accepting a discount on CenturyLink service, you consent to Verizon Wireless sharing your account information with CenturyLink to the extent necessary to determine eligibility for the discount.
General–Services andoffersnot available everywhere. CenturyLinkmay changeor cancel services, or substitute similar services, at its sole discretionwithout notice.Offer, plans, and stated rates are subject to changeandmay vary by service area. Requires credit approval anddepositmaybe required. Additional restrictions
apply. Terms and Conditions – All products and services listed are governed by tariffs, terms of service, or terms and conditions posted at www.centurylink.com. Taxes, Fees, and Surcharges – Applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges include a one-time activation fee, state and local fees that vary by area and certain
in-state surcharges. Taxes, fees, and surcharges apply based on standard monthly, not promotional, rates. $150 Value American Express® Reward Card Offer – Available to new or existing subscribers to CenturyLink™ High-Speed Internet 1.5Mbps speed tier or faster service. Requires additional purchase of any two
(2) of the following products: [1] qualifying home phone service, [2] DIRECTV programming package with a 24-month term -or- [3] new VerizonWireless customer with 2-year activation. Existing DIRECTV and VerizonWireless service subscribers are not eligible; only new subscriber purchases qualify. Offer not available to
customers with CenturyLink™ Internet basic service (without features) or with other ISPs. Customer must activate services within thirty (30) days of order. Upon CenturyLink’s verification that customer has purchased and maintained qualifying services for eight (8) weeks and account is in good standing, the debit card will
be mailed to customer within ten (10) to twelve (12) weeks. One (1) reward card per customer. Reward card may not be redeemed as cash. Reward card may not be used towards activation fees, services or CenturyLink invoices. CenturyLink may change the form of payment, vendor, etc. at their discretion when fulfilling the
promotional offer. CenturyLink is not responsible for lost or stolen cards. Offer is not transferable to another customer and is subject to changewithout notice. Terms, conditions and expiration may apply to card. Other restrictions may apply. Reward cards are issued in connection with a loyalty, award or promotion program.
Reward card can be used virtually anywhere that welcomes American Express® Cards in the U.S. as detailed at www.myprepaidcenter.com/site/encompass. The card is point based with 1 point = $1 in purchasing power. Card valid for up to six (6) months; unused points will be forfeited at midnight MST the last day of the
month of the valid thru date, subject to applicable law. Usage restrictions and guidelines apply. Card cannot be redeemed for cash and is not transferable. The card cannot be used for revolving payments, or withwater taxis and ATMs. Card terms and conditions apply. The card is issued by InteliSpend Prepaid Solutions, LLC.
©2012 CenturyLink, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All other marks are property of their respective owners. VerizonWireless and the VerizonWireless logos are trademarks of Verizon Trademark Services, LLC.

The idea is to maximize interoperability 
by developing electronics and computing 
technologies according to a set of estab-
lished technical standards through a “sys-
tem-of-systems” type of approach so that 
new systems, sensors, applications, elec-
tronics, avionics and other technologies, 
such as software-programmable radio, can 
successfully inter-operate and work effec-
tively with one another, they explained. 

Built in this fashion, the Apache Block 
IIIs’ avionics and mission equipment will 
be able to perform sophisticated “network-
ing” and on-board computing functions 
and more easily accommodate valuable 
emerging capabilities, they said. 

The Block III Apache is also engineered 
with what’s called Level 4 Manned-Un-
manned Teaming, or MUM capability, a 
technology wherein Apache pilots can not 
only view video feeds from nearby UAS 
systems scanning surrounding terrain, but 
can also control the UAS’ sensor payload 
and fl ight path as well, Openshaw said. 

In fact, the Gray Eagle UAS participated 
in the Manned Unmanned Teaming exer-
cises during the Apache Block III IOT&E 

at Fort Irwin.
Called the UTA, or UAS Tactical Com-

mon Data Link Assembly, the new tech-
nology enhances pilots’ ability to view and 
control nearby UAS assets with a mind to 
intelligence, targeting information and 
overall situational awareness. Army en-
gineers have developed the software that 
equips the aircraft with this next-genera-
tion capability.

The advent of this technology is leading 
the Army to establish new tactics, tech-
niques and procedures designed to maxi-
mize the value of the emerging technolog-
ical capability, said Col. John Lynch, U.S. 
Army Training and Doctrine Command 
capability manager.

“For example, with the Block III Apache 
you might have a UAS that’s overhead 
looking down into urban canyons; with 
Manned-Unmanned Teaming you have 
the ability to designate targets and you can 
see what is in the area where you are going 
to operate,” Lynch said. 

The Block III Apache will also bring 
improved endurance and payload capabili-
ties to the attack helicopter platform; the 
Block III aircraft will be able to transport 
a larger amount of ammunition and fuel in 

what is described as “high-hot” conditions 
at altitudes of 6,000 feet and temperatures 
at or above 95 degrees Fahrenheit. 

“With Block III you will be able to fl y 
longer with more ammunition and a full 
tank of gas on missions because the air-
craft has an improved drive train, compos-
ite rotor blades and increased performance 
capabilities,” Lynch added.

Some of the Block III aircraft will be re-
manufactured Block II D-model Apaches 
and, when full-rate production starts, 
some of the aircraft will be constructed 
with entirely new airframes, Openshaw 
explained. 

Throughout its decades-long existence, 
the Apache platform has consistently up-
graded and sustained its capability in order 
to incrementally incorporate new technol-
ogies as they emerge and bring the latest 
in capability to Soldiers. In fact, all but 51 
of the 721 Apache aircraft in the Army in-
ventory began as the initial or fi rst variant, 
called A-model Apaches; many of these 
original aircraft were then subsequently 
remanufactured to become improved D-
model Longbow Apaches engineered with 
Fire Control Radar and improved elec-
tronics. 

Today, only eight A-model Apaches re-
main in the fl eet, Openshaw said. 

Also, Apache attack helicopters will 
soon be fl ying with a prototype enemy fi re 
detection system called Ground Fire Ac-
quisition System, or GFAS, a suite of sen-
sors and cameras able to locate the source, 
location and distance of incoming hostile 
fi re, Army offi cials said. 

Prototypes of the GFAS systems, which 
will soon undergo a “user evaluation” in 
theater, are built on to Apache aircraft; 
they contain camera sensors on each 
wingtip engineered to detect the signature 
and muzzle fl ash of nearby enemy small 
arms fi re. The system is engineered with 
the ability to distinguish small arms fi re 
from larger guns and rocket-propelled gre-
nades. 

The cameras and infrared sensors on 
the aircraft detect the muzzle fl ash from 
ground fi re and move the information 
through an Aircraft Gateway Processor 
into the cockpit so pilots will see an icon 
on their display screen; GFAS is integrat-
ed with Blue Force Tracking technology, 
digital map display screens which show 
the locations of nearby forces and sur-
rounding terrain. 

capabilities document outlining 
the parameters of the Family of 
Small UAS, service offi cials ex-
plained. 

At the same time, PM UAS has 
recently released a Request for In-
formation, or RFI, to industry in 
order to solicit technical solutions 
for a new engine for the Shadow 
UAS aimed at improving reliabil-
ity, said Lt. Col. Scott Anderson, 
product manager, ground maneu-
ver, UAS.

“The Shadow UAS engine re-
placement is designed to improve 
reliability and add additional ca-
pability and decrease sustainment 
cost. It’s a multi-phase program to 
open up the competition to mul-
tiple vendors. We have issued an 
RFI and we’re very excited about 
the response we got. We got 14 re-
sponses,” said Anderson. 

Also, the Army is observing 
Marine Corps efforts to weap-
onize the Shadow UAS and may 
pursue a similar course of action, 
Anderson added. 

The medium-altitude Gray 
Eagle UAS program , deployed 
currently in Afghanistan as part 
of what’s called a Quick Reaction 
Capability, or QRC, is preparing 
for an upcoming Initial Opera-
tional Test and Evaluation slated 
for this summer, said Col. Tim 
Baxter, project manager, UAS. 

The Gray Eagle recently par-
ticipated in the AH-64 Apache 
Block III attack helicopter IOT&E 
at Fort Irwin, Calif., in which the 
UAS were able to successfully 
demonstrate Level IV Manned-
Unmanned Teaming, or MUM. 
Level IV MUM allows Apache pi-
lots to not only view the live vid-
eo feeds from nearby UAS from 
their cockpits, but it allows pilots 

to control the sensor payload and 
UAS fl ight path as well. 

“This is a substantial capability 
we are providing. For the fi rst time 
the Apache pilots were able to see 
their targets before they even took 
off,” said Baxter, referring to the 
Apache Block III IOT&E. 

In fact, Apache and OH-58 Kio-
wa Warrior scout aircraft currently 
in Afghanistan have the ability to 
perform Level II MUM, meaning 
pilots can view video feeds from 
nearby UAS in real-time from 
their cockpits. 

Meanwhile, the Gray Eagle 
QRC, which brought two small 
groups of four Gray Eagle’s to Af-
ghanistan, is designed to help in-
form and refi ne requirements for a 
concurrently developing Program 
of Record; the QRC brings the 
added advantage of getting valu-
able emerging technology to the 
force more quickly.

“The Gray Eagle UAS are pro-
viding unprecedented value to the 
operators. The feedback we’re 
getting from the QRCs is that this 
is a game-changing capability,” 
said Kretzschmar. 

A full company of 12 Gray Ea-
gle UAS have deployed as part of 
a newly reconfi gured, full-spec-
trum Combat Aviation Brigade, 
he added. 

The Gray Eagle UAS is also 
slated for a Defense Acquisition 
Board, or DAB review by the 
middle of next month in order for 
the program to receive authoriza-
tion to proceed with another Low-
Rate Initial Production purchase. 

By the spring of 2013, PM 
UAS plans to deploy a new, more 
versatile and effi cient Universal 
Ground Control Station, or UGS, 
said Lt. Col. James Kennedy, 
product manager, Common Sys-
tems Integration. 

“This is a ground control station 
that will be able to fl y the Shadow, 
the Gray Eagle and the Hunter - 
all of those different aircraft. The 
Army will be able to deploy a sin-
gle person able to fl y all three of 
these UAS,” Kennedy added. 

PM UAS is also getting ready 
to fi eld a next-generation One 
System Remote Video Terminal, 
or OSRVT, with portable, laptop 
computer-like display screens 
able to show real-time feeds from 
nearby UAS. Current OSRVTs are 
only able to receive or view in-
coming video, however the next-
generation systems will be “bi-
directional,” meaning they will 
allow the operator to control the 
sensor payload of a nearby UAS 
as well, Kretzschmar indicated. 

The Army is also hoping to de-
velop a universal control station 
for its now-in-development Fam-
ily of Small UAS, he added.

sion there out of operating 
locations in Larado and 
Harlingen, Texas.

In a time of constrained 
budgets, Todd said that 
the Lakota also delivers 
on maintenance costs. As a 
light utility helicopter, the 
UH-72A Lakota was pur-
sued as a replacement for 
the OH-58A and C Kiowas 
as well as the UH-1 Iro-
quois. Repair parts for the 
Lakota are less expensive 
than for the older aircraft, 
and are delivered quicker.

“When we compare our 
parts fi ll rate is higher, and 
our parts cost or our con-
tracts cost is easily 30-40 
percent less,” Todd said. 
“That’s a huge measuring 
stick for us, in these re-
sources constrained times.”



Throughout April, the Month of 
the Military Child, the children of 
Fort Rucker will be the center of at-
tention at events ranging from craft-
making to money management. 

“So often, we forget the struggles 
and challenges that face our military 
youth,” said Janice Erdlitz, Director-
ate of Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation marketing director. 
“The strength of military children is 
extraordinary. We take such pride in 
Month of the Military Child and our 
MWR programs are happy to offer 
several special activities as a salute 
to our young heroes,” she added, ref-
erencing this year’s theme of “Mili-
tary Kids: Heroes for the Future.”

More than 1.7 million children 
have at least one parent serving in 
the military. An estimated 900,000 
children have had one or both par-
ents deployed multiple times over 
the last 10 years.

“Now that troop strength in com-

bat is being drawn down, there’s a 
tendency to just breathe a sigh of re-
lief and think things will all go back 
to normal,” said Lisa Hamlin, child, 
youth and school services director at 
the Installation Management Com-
mand.

However, many child develop-
ment and mental health experts 
believe military children may need 
support now, more than ever. Many 
are now dealing with a new reality; 
often added to their burden is ad-
justment to a parent who’s returned 
home with severe wounds, post-
traumatic stress or other medical 
issues.

“In many cases, the simple fact 
that mom or dad is now home, and 
the Family dynamic has changed, 
can have a big impact in a child’s 
life,” Hamlin said.

Taking a moment to thank mili-
tary kids for their service, and the 
sacrifi ces they’ve made during ten 
years of confl ict, Hamlin said, is a 
simple way to remind everyone that 
as resilient as they’ve proven to be, 

our military children still need our 
support.

Garrisons around the world are 
developing events and celebrations 
designed to recognize the sacrifi ces 
military children make and the sup-
port they provide to Soldiers, parents 
and Families. At Fort Rucker, some 
of the events include:

EDGE!, an after-school pro-• 
gram, is open to youth ages 6 
through 18. A variety of activities 
are available weekdays from 4-6 
p.m. April’s EDGE! activities 
include archery, golf, baking, a 
community service project, and 
Frisbee golf. Cost for ages 6-10 
is $5 per hour, and free for chil-
dren ages 11-18.
Army Community Service offers • 
an educational class on Raising a 
Money Smart Kid April 26 from 
6:30-8 p.m. at the Bowden Com-
munity Center. The class helps 
parents teach their children mon-
ey management skills for each 
stage of their childhood. This 
event is free to Soldiers, Family 

members, retirees, and Army ci-
vilians. The registration deadline 
is April 24. For more informa-
tion, call 255-2341.
The Landing Zone offers a free • 
scoop of ice cream with the 
purchase of an entrée off of the 
regular or kid’s menu in April. 
For more information, call 
598-2426.
Child, youth and school services • 
sports and fi tness holds its annu-
al Health, Nutrition, and Safety 
Fair for CYSS members April 25 
from 2-5 p.m. at the youth ser-
vices gym, Bldg. 2806. The fair 
includes eye screenings, hear-
ing screenings, blood pressure 
checks, height and weight mea-
surements, a registered dietitian, 
nutritionist, MWR Partnership 
Edge, Family Advocacy Pro-
gram, physical therapy, dental 
clinic, preventive medicine, 4-H 
Club, and the Military and Fami-
ly Life Consultant Program. This 
event is free to attend and open to 
CYSS members. For more infor-

mation, call 255-9105.
Silver Wings Golf Course offers • 
a “Kids Play Free” golf special in 
April. Kids can play a free round 
of golf when accompanied by a 
paying adult. This offer is valid 
anytime except before noon on 
weekends and holidays. For more 
information, call 598-2449.

The Month of the Military Child 
creates awareness of the service—
and sacrifi ces—of our military’s 
children. It is an opportunity to thank 
children for their support to our na-
tion’s war fi ghters, and recognize 
the important role they play in the 
strength of our nation by contribut-
ing to the strength of the Army Fam-
ily, Erdlitz said.

The Army recognizes and ap-
preciates the sacrifi ces our children 
make daily, and is committed to 
maintaining excellence in schools, 
youth services and childcare to sup-
port our children and their Families, 
she added.

(Angela Williams contributed to 
this report.)
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Community
FIRST LADY:
Nation must ‘step up 
forever’ for military 
Families

Story on Page C5
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Families paint birdhouses during the Children’s Festival March 31.

Picerne housing is going to the dogs 
… and their owners.

This is the third year Picerne Mili-
tary Housing will host the Woofstock 
festival for the Families and pets living 
on post, said Brandon Masters, com-
munications manager. 

The event, to be held April 20 from 
4-6 p.m. at the event field on 7th Av-
enue, will feature vendors, giveaways, 
free food and live music. Residents are 
invited to bring their pets as long as 
they are kept on a leash during the festi-
val, explained Beth Martin, community 
management portfolio coordinator. 

“It’s always a lot of fun,” she said. 
In addition to the vendors and give-

aways, the Ozark-Dale County Humane 
Society will be hosting an adopt-a-thon 
and the Fort Rucker Veterinary Clinic 
will have information about the ani-
mals available for adoption at the stray 
clinic on post. The vet clinic will also 
have information about the microchips 
that are required for animals living on 
post, Martin added.

“We don’t want to exclude the resi-
dents who don’t have pets, so we’ll 
have activities for the kids, and food 
and music. We try to make it all en-
compassing, but this event really does 
focus on the pets,” Masters said, add-
ing that McGruff the Crime Dog will 
be attending and military police will 

be doing demonstrations with some of 
their dogs. 

Most of the vendors and prizes at the 
festival will be pet-related, according 
to Masters. Some of the giveaways in-
clude doggie daycare gift certificates, 
spay and neuter certificates, treat sam-
ples and dog toys.

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service is also sponsoring a dog bis-
cuit contest, Martin said. At the festi-
val, people will be asked to guess how 
many dog biscuits are in a jar. The 
person who gets the closest to the ac-
tual number will win a big basket of 
prizes. 

In addition to the demonstrations and 
prizes, pet owners will be invited cre-
ate their own memento of the event. 
“We pre-print dog poems on cardstock 
and the owners can bring their pets and 
put their paws in ink and then put them 
on the paper,” Martin said. “It’s some-
thing for them to save and keep.”

The Woofstock festival, one of seven 
big events sponsored by Picerne Mili-
tary Housing each year, started when 
the “bark parks” opened, but it had to 
be moved to the event field because 
so many people attended, Masters ex-
plained, adding that between 700 and 
1,000 people are expected at this year’s 
event. 

“We want to improve the quality of 
life for our Families and give them 
something extra to do while they are 
here,” Masters said. 

Picerne housing goes to the dogs with Woofstock
By Angela Williams
Army Flier Staff Writer

By William Bradner
IMCOM Public Affairs

Events place military children at the center of attentionEvents place military children at the center of attention

Month of the military childMonth of the military child

Houston County Sheriff’s Deputy David Asbill poses with his partner, Jesse James, a bloodhound, during 
last year’s Picerne Military Housing’s Woofstock. Woofstock is back April 20 from 4-6 p.m. at the event 
fi eld on 7th Avenue.
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$38 Special
The Landing Zone offers 

a $38 Special for dinner on 
Saturday from 5–8 p.m., 
which makes for an ideal 
date when combined with 
Dueling Pianos later that 
night.  The special includes 
dinner for two where peo-
ple can share chilled shrimp 
skewers with Thai sweet 
chili sauce, each customer 
gets an Iceberg Wedge Sal-
ad with blue cheese crum-
bles, bacon, and balsamic 
vinaigrette, and for the en-
trée each person can choose 
from the Sirloin Oscar, a 
10-oz. steak topped with 
asparagus, crabmeat, and 
béarnaise sauce; Chicken 
Cordon Bleu, topped with 
creamy chardonnay Dijon 
sauce; or Creole Redfi sh, 
a blackened redfi sh topped 
with Creole crawfi sh sauce. 
For dessert, customers can 
share a cinnamon apple-
fi lled crepe with caramel 
sauce. Reservations are 
highly recommended. 
Also, a limited menu will 
be served in The Legends 
for those who would like to 
purchase food for Dueling 
Pianos. 

For more information or 
to make a reservation, call 
598-8025.

Dueling Pianos
Dueling Pianos returns 

to The Landing Saturday 
from 8 p.m. to midnight. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
The event features an en-
ergetic sing-along show as 
two pianists duel it out in an 
effort to see who can play 
better and faster, accord-
ing to The Landing staff. 
People can tell the pianists 
what they want to hear and 
sing along to their favorite 
tunes. Advance tickets cost 
$10 if bought by 2 p.m. 
Saturday at The Landing 
Zone. Tickets cost $15 at 
the door.  The show is open 
to the public and is for ages 
18 and older -- with an ID 
check at door. 

For more call 255-9810.

Extra movies for 
MOMC

In recognition of the 
Month of the Military Child, 
the Center Library offers an 
extra movie checkout to 
patrons in April. For more, 
call 255-0891.

MOMC special at 
LZ

The Landing Zone offers 
a free scoop of ice cream to 
military children with the 
purchase of an entrée from 
the regular children’s menu 
throughout April in honor 
of the Month of the Mili-
tary Child. For more, call 
598-2426.

Story Time
The Center Library holds 

Story Time Fridays from 
10:15–11 a.m., except for 
holidays and days of no 
scheduled activity. The free 
program introduces “the joy 
of reading” to children ages 
2-5 years old and enhances 
parent-child interaction, ac-
cording to library offi cials. 
A typical event includes a 
story, music, and coloring 
or craft time. 

For more, call 255-0891.

Resilience training
Army Community Ser-

vice offers resilience train-
ing Monday from 8 a.m. 

to noon at The Commons. 
Resilience training enables 
people to actively manage 
physical and psychological 
challenges in their personal 
lives and continue to be 
the pillar of support behind 
their Soldiers.  

For more information or 
to register, call 255-3643.

CYSS parent 
advisory council 
meets

Child, youth and schools 
services holds its parent 
advisory council meeting 
from noon to 1 p.m. Mon-
day at the youth center on 
7th Division Road in Bldg. 
2806. The meetings will 
provide information on 
items of interest and ideas 
about CYSS programs. 

For more information, 
call 255-2958.

AFTB Level III 
training

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts Army Fam-
ily Team Building Level III 
training Monday and Tues-
day from 5-8:30 p.m. at 
the Soldier Service Center 
in Rm. 371F. The training 
teaches leadership skills, 
and other topics include: 
communication skills for 
leaders, leadership styles, 
building cohesive teams, 
managing group confl ict 
and more. Advance regis-
tration is required. 

For registration and 
childcare information, call 
255-2382.

Kid’s Night 
Character Dining

The Landing Zone hosts 
Kid’s Night Character 
Dining Tuesday from 5-8 
p.m. Children can enjoy 
kid-friendly entertainment 
such as balloons, magic, 
karaoke, face painting and 
more, along with the buffet. 
Two kids eat free from the 
children’s buffet with one 
paid adult entrée. 

For more, call 598-8025. 

$5 Steak Special 
The Landing Zone of-

fers its $5 Steak Special 
every Monday in April 
from 5-9 p.m. People can 
get an 8-oz. fl at iron steak 
with fries for $5 with the 
purchase of a beverage. 
People can add a side salad 
for $1. Other sides are also 
available for purchase. This 
special is limited to the 
fi rst 100 guests per night 
and is available for dine in 
only with a limit of one per 
guest. 

For more, call 598-8025.

Vegetable 
Gardening in the 
South

The Center Library hosts 
“Vegetable Gardening in 
the South” with Al Edwards 
Wednesday from 6-7 p.m. in 
the special activities room. 
This free class will provide 
people information on the 
basic requirements they 
need to achieve a healthy 
and beautiful garden. Topics 
will include: soil prepara-
tion, pest control, light and 
water requirements, under-
standing information pro-
vided on commercial plant 
labeling, planting times, 
fertilizer requirement, zone 
distinctions, mulching and 
gardening styles. 

For more, call 255-0891.

Raising a special 
needs child 
workshop

The Exceptional Fam-
ily Member Program and 
Family Advocacy Program 
sponsor the free Tools to 
Maintain a Healthy Mar-
riage While Raising a Spe-
cial Needs Child Workshop 
April 19 from 5:30–7:30 
p.m. at the Soldier Service 
Center in Bldg. 5700. Pre-
senters are Leslie George, 
a licensed clinical social 
worker, and Rick Kohl, a 
licensed professional coun-
selor at Lyster Army Health 
Clinic. The workshop will 
provide tools and techniques 
on: challenges of parent-
ing a disabled child, parents 
making time for each other, 
grieving, communication 
and stress management. 
The workshop is open to 
active duty and retired ser-
vice members, Department 
of Defense employees and 
their Family members. The 
deadline to register is Mon-
day. 

For child care informa-
tion or to register, call 
255-9277.

EFMP information 
and support group 

The Exceptional Family 
Member Program invites 
all active duty military 
Families that have an ex-
ceptional Family Member 
to its EFMP information 
and support group meeting 
April 19 at 9 a.m. at The 
Commons in Bldg. 8950 on 
7th Avenue.  The topic for 
the meeting is “Identify-
ing Developmental Delays: 
What’s Next?”  The guest 
speaker will be Elizabeth 
Marriott, educational and 
developmental intervention 
services manager at Lyster 
Army Health Clinic.  Tips, 
tools and resources will be 
discussed to assist parents 
with a child that is devel-
opmentally delayed.  EFMP 
offi cials said the meeting is 
an opportunity to learn and 
provide suggestions for fu-
ture topics for the support 
group.  

For information or to reg-
ister, call 255-9277.

OnOn PostPost
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for April 12-15

THURSDAY, APRIL 12

Act of Valor (R) ....................7 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 13

Project X (R) ........................7 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14

Studio Appreciation (PG-13) 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 15

The Lorax (PG) .....................7 p.m.
TICKETS ARE $4.50 FOR ADULTS AND $2.25 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

Health Fair
Eduardo Renta, chef and military spouse, discusses the calorie content of certain foods with Cindy Crawford, military spouse, and 
her daughters, Summer, and Isabella, during last year’s Health and Nutrition Fair. The child, youth and schools services sports and 
fi tness department host this year’s free Health, Nutrition and Safety Fair April 25 from 2-5 p.m. at the youth services gym in Bldg. 
2806. The fair will include: eye screenings, hearing screenings, blood pressure checks, height and weight measurements, a registered 
dietitian, a nutritionist, and representatives from the MWR Partnership Edge, Family Advocacy Program, physical therapy, dental 
clinic, preventive medicine, 4-H Club, and the Military and Family Life Consultant Program. The event is open to all CYSS members. 
For more, call 255-9105.
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For more information 
about animal adoptions, 
call the Veterinary Clinic 
at 255-9061. The Stray 
Facility needs donations 
such as dry or canned 
foods for cats, dogs, kit-
tens and puppies, as well 
as blankets, toys and tow-
els. 

Donations can be 
dropped off at the Veteri-
nary Clinic or the Com-
missary. 

Adopt a pet

Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet Gallagher, a young male kitten available for adoption at 
the Fort Rucker stray facility. He is gentle and easy to love. 
For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray facility 
at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The facility needs 
donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens 
and puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations 
can be dropped off at the veterinary clinic or the commissary. 
Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// 
www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates 
on the newest animals available for adoption. 

COURTESY PHOTO
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Daleville • 334-503-6717
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Donnell Boulevard
Aviation Wings

Northwood
Shopping Center

CHOI’S

Daleville Gate

Chinese & Korean Restaurant

Call 347-9533 to
advertise your church

on this page.

CenterPoint

� 3351 Lynn Road � Enterprise
(right off Rucker Blvd)

� Service times
� Sunday Worship � 10 AM
� Sunday Evenings � 5 PM
� Wednesday Evenings � 7 PM
� Nursery � Children � Youth

� Office: 334 347 5044
www.centerpointag.org

centerpoint3351@yahoo.com

������������ � ���������� � �����������
Pastor: Ed Corley

Com m unityChurch

Center Point
Community Church

Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth

5:45 pm
Sunday School

10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 Bethlehem Rd

DOTHANVINEYARD.COM

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Enterprise
School of Massage

334-393-BACK (2225)
www.massageinenterprise.com

Enrolling
Now

Religious Services
WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are on Sunday.

HEADQUARTERS CHAPEL, BLDG. 109
Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 a.m. 

Sunday.
 

MAIN POST CHAPEL, BLDG. 8940
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service Sunday

12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Friday) 
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 5 p.m. 
Catholic Mass Saturday.

WINGS CHAPEL, BLDG. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contemporary Wor-

ship Protestant Service.

SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER, BLDG. 
8939
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School

10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer 
months).

BIBLE STUDIES
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel, 

Wings Chapel, Tuesday 11 a.m. Above the 
Best Bible Study, Yano Hall, Wednesday 1 
a.m./6 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 
Center, Wednesday noon/1 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study, Soldier Service Center, Wednesday 
5:30 p.m. Catholic Adult Bible Study, Spiritual 
Life Center, Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Youth 
Group Bible Study, Headquarters Chapel, 

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/
Bible Study), Wings Chapel, Thursday 9 
a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center, 
Thursday.

Mothers of Preschoolers
MOPS is a Christian-based mom’s group.  

MOPS is about meeting the needs of every 
mom of a child from conception through 
kindergarten.  MOPS will meet every fi rst and 
third Thursday, 9 a.m., at Wings Chapel, Bldg 
6036.  For more information, call the religious 
support offi ce at 255-2989. 

The Easter weekend celebration re-
minded me of a popular phrase that I 
memorized as a teenager that encourages 
me to look forward to the month of May 
with excitement and enthusiasm, in spite 
of the depression that looms from the hard 
and long winter of the past several months  
– that phrase is, April showers, bring May 
fl owers. 

Following the commemoration of the 
life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 
over the weekend, I kept thinking about 
phrases like: weeping endures for a night, 
but joy comes in the morning; there is a sil-
ver lining after each dark cloud; and this 
too shall pass. 

The reality of Jesus’ death producing new 
life parallels with the thought of sunshine 
following a season of gloom and sadness. 
Like April showers bringing May fl owers  

Perhaps everybody heard this rhyme at 
some point, generally having been taught 

it at an early age by parents or teachers. 
It’s a popular thing to say and hear around 
springtime, but one thing you might not 
know is where the rhyme originated from. 
It reaches back to the mid 1500s, although 
earlier use of “April showers bring May 
fl owers” probably existed.

In 1557, a man by the name of Thomas 
Tusser compiled a collection of writings he 
called “A Hundred Good Points of Hus-
bandry.”  In the April husbandry section, 
he wrote:

Sweet April showers
Do spring May fl owers
As you can see, the rhyme was originally 

a short poem. However, there is meaning 
behind the words, as well.  

“April showers bring May fl owers” is a 
reminder that even the most unpleasant of 
things, in this case the heavy rains of April, 
can bring about very enjoyable things in-
deed – even an abundance of fl owers in 
May.  “April showers bring May fl owers” 
is also a lesson in patience, and one that re-
mains valid to this day.

Many of life’s greatest things come only 
to those who wait, and by patiently and 
happily enduring the clouds and damp 
of April, you can fi nd yourself more eas-
ily able to take in the sights and smells of 
May.  After all, it’s easier to love something 
if you begin with an optimistic outlook.

Listen to an amazing story I read several 
months ago about a couple who experi-
enced showers of blessings after the rain of 
repeated disaster in their life.

After his parents were brutally murdered 
in North Vietnam, Ri moved to South Viet-
nam. While there, he went to school and 
eventually became a building contractor. 
He prospered greatly until he was arrested 
on a trip heading north.  

After being imprisoned in North Viet-
nam for three years, he fi nally escaped and 
made his way south, only to be charged as 
a spy for the North.

When he learned that the U.S. was pull-
ing out of South Vietnam, he gave all his 
worldly possessions in exchange for a pas-
sage on a small overcrowded fi shing boat. 

He was later picked up on the high seas by 
an American ship and taken to the Philip-
pines. Once there, he lived in a refugee 
camp for two years until he was allowed to 
come to the United States. 

Once he arrived in the United States, 
Ri’s cousin offered both him and his wife 
jobs in his tailor shop.  Even though their 
net pay was only $300 per week, they were 
determined to succeed. For two years, they 
lived in the back room of the tailor shop 
and took sponge baths so they could save 
every penny possible.  

Within two years, they had saved $30,000 
and bought out the cousin’s business. It was 
only then that they rented an apartment.

Today Ri is a millionaire. Hard work and 
frugal living can bring a dream into reality! 
What a success story! 

Have you had a season of setbacks, dis-
appointments or hindrances? Do not be 
dismayed. Remember these things: there 
has never been a wind that did not change 
directions, clouds do not hang forever and 
April showers bring May fl owers.

April showers bring May flowers
By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton Johnson
Garrison Chaplain’s Office



National Autism Awareness Month in April offers an 
opportunity for people to educate themselves about au-
tism and issues within the community. 

What is autism? Autism is a brain disorder that often 
makes it hard to communicate with and relate to others. 
With autism, the different areas of the brain fail to work 
together. The person with autism has problems with both 
communication and relating to others. Early diagnosis 
and treatment have helped more and more people reach 
their full potential, according to WebMD.com. 

Autism statistics 
The Centers for Disease Control estimates that one in 

every 88 U.S. children and one in 54 boys has autism. At 
the 2008 prevalence rate of one in 88 American children, 
autism costs the U.S. $137 billion a year. It has been es-
timated that 45 percent Americans with autism have an 
intellectual disability. The lifetime cost for each person 
who has an intellectual disability related to autism is $2.3 
million, Knapp and Mandell estimated. 

Symptoms 
Symptoms of autism can be minimal or severe, and they 

can vary dramatically from one child to another. Autistic 
children may struggle to maintain or completely avoid 
eye contact, prefer to play alone, avoid cuddling or touch-
ing, have poor speech or communication abilities or not 
develop speech at all. They may rub surfaces repeatedly, 
have a heightened or lowered response to pain or display 
intense tantrums. 

Other symptoms of autism may appear to indicate other 
disorders like Attention Defi cit Hyperactivity Disorder, 
Tourettes, Obsessive Compulsive Disorder or Opposi-
tional Defi ant Disorder, which can make an accurate di-
agnosis diffi cult. Studies show autism affects boys more 
often than girls. 

Autism and military Families
According to Autism Votes, many military Families are 

impacted by autism. Based on current prevalence rates, 
as many as 12,000 children in the military Families (ac-
tive duty, Reserve and Guard) may have autism. These 
Families are substantially affected by the fi nancial and 
emotional costs of raising a child with autism. 

Military life is particularly diffi cult for children with 
autism and their Families. Given the frequent duty station 
changes and social turmoil of military service, military 
children with an autism spectrum disorder often face ad-
ditional challenges that their civilian counterparts do not 
have to contend with. 

A specifi c feature of autism is extreme diffi culty with 
life, routine or environmental changes of any kind. These 
children need a set routine, stability, and continuity of ser-
vices and relationships. Military life by its nature provides 
few of these needs. This situation is likely to weaken the 
morale of the parent serving the military as well as the 
caretaker at home. 

What to do if you think your child has 
autism? 

Facing an autism diagnosis can be scary, but doctors 
and support services are here to help with the process. 
The primary care manager is the fi rst step. Then the Fam-
ily should enroll in the Exceptional Family Member Pro-
gram. 

If you think your child may have autism or is showing 
signs of developmental delays talk to your primary health 
care provider or contact Lyster Army Health Clinic’s Pa-
tient Appointment Service at 255-7000 and request an ap-

pointment. 

Resources
A Family pediatrician and Early Intervention Services 

can assist with diagnosis. 
Support resources include: 
Exceptional Family Member Program – 255-7431 for 

enrollment and 255-9277 for support services; 
www.autismspeaks.org; 
TRICARE – Extended Care Health Options – www.

humana-military.com or 1 (800) 444-5445; 
Military Home Front – http://www.militaryhomefront.

dod.mil/;
Autism Votes – http://www.autismvotes.org/;
Southeast Alabama Medical Center Families with Au-

tism Support and Encouragement Group –793-8714 or 

fcheisner@samc.org;
Alabama Autism and Asperger Information and Net-

work Support Network – http://www.alabamaautism.
org/; 

Autism Society – www.autism-society.org; and
Operation Autism Online – www.operationautismon-

line.org. 
For those interested in learning more or supporting Au-

tism Awareness Month, be sure to attend the workshop 
April 24 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Soldier Service Cen-
ter in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. To register for the workshop, 
call 255-9277.

People can also participate in the Dothan Walk for Au-
tism April 28 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. at Kiwanis Park at 
Westgate. For more, call 1 (877) 4AUTISM or visit www.
walkforautism.org. 
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means 
stop!

Motorists are reminded to obey 
all traffi c signs.

Specializing In:

Allergy & Sinus Disorders
•

Pediatric ENT Problems
•

Skin Cancer
•

Facial Plastic Surgery
•

Thyroid and Head & Neck
Cancer

•
General Ear, Nose &

Throat Problems
•

Voice and Swallowing
Problems

Scott A. Charlton,
MD, FACS

Board Certified in
Otolaryngology,
Head and Neck

Surgery and Allergy

Two convenient locations to serve you:

ENTERPRISE
101 E. Brunson
Street, Suite 102

OZARK
2126 Roy Parker
Road, Suite 206

(334) 308-WENT • (334) 308-9368
sacmdpc@live.com

Audiology Services provided by:
Hearing Associates of Dothan, LLC

(334) 702-4327
Robyn H. Wilkes, Au.D • Jamie B. Shumaker, Au.D

Business Card
Spotlight

Christian Mission Bargain Centers
Donation Pick-Up Available

Call 393-4471
Your donation of clothing, furniture, house-hold
items, autos, etc. helps to provide the following

services for the homeless and hungry...shelter, food, hot
meals, for home-bound, emergency utility assistance and

residential substance abuse program.
All donations are tax deductible

307 N. Main Street ~ www.christmissions.com

Your ad could be here
for only $96 per month.
Call Mable Ruttlen for
more information at

334-393-9713

Y

Get the loan, the rate and
the terms that are right

for you. Talk to Marty, Jill
or Susan today about our

custom mortgage solutions,
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with confidence.
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NMLS 814515

JILL CLIFTON
NMLS 468976
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The
Citizens
Bank
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Enterprise, AL
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WASHINGTON — As First Lady 
Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden mark the 
fi rst anniversary of their “Joining Forces” 
campaign this week, the two say they 
will continue to solidify its successes so a 
structured effort to help military Families is 
a permanent part of American culture.

The pair refl ected on the campaign’s 
success during a Friday interview with 
American Forces Press Service.

“This has been a phenomenal fi rst year,” 
Obama said. “But the truth is, Jill and I have 
been working this issue since our husbands 
took the oath of offi ce” in January 2009.

Obama and Biden, wife of Vice President 
Joe Biden, said they’ve been amazed by the 
outpouring of support by American civilians. 
More than 100 companies have committed to 
participate in the administration’s goal of the 
private sector hiring of 100,000 spouses and 
veterans. They also noted a Joining Forces 
commitment from the nation’s medical 
colleges to better train civilian health-care 
providers in caring for war veterans and 
their Families.

“We’ve seen Americans – 13 million of 
them – step up to pledge hours of service,” 
Obama said. “It’s been phenomenal to see a 
grateful nation step up to help military men 
and women who sacrifi ce so much for us.”

Biden, a community college professor, 
said she’s been gratifi ed by progress in the 
education arena. Teacher’s colleges have 
incorporated military Family matters into 
curricula to help teachers-to-be understand 
the unique challenges their students from 
military Families face, she said. And more 
and more school systems recognize course 
credits of military Family members who 
must relocate frequently, she added.

Teachers are doing small things that make 
a big difference, Biden said. Some conduct 
parent-teacher conferences with deployed 
parents on the Internet. Others – as the 
teacher of Biden’s granddaughter did when 
the Bidens’ son, Beau, was deployed to Iraq 
– display photos of deployed parents to help 
children cope.

Obama and Biden said they have felt 
privileged to meet with military Families 
across the nation.

“Every American should have the 

PHOTO BY LINDA HOSEK   

First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, discuss the accomplishments of the Joining Forces campaign as its one-year 
anniversary approaches during an interview with American Forces Press Service in Washington, D.C., Friday. The fi rst lady and Dr. Biden launched the campaign 
to rally national support from all sectors of society to honor and support service members, veterans and their Families. 

First Lady: Nation must ‘step 
up forever’ for military Families
By Lisa Daniel
American Forces Press Service
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privilege of getting to know a military 
community, a Family, a unit, because these 
men and women are the best this country 
has,” the fi rst lady said. “I’m always in awe 
of what they are able to manage, what they 
sacrifi ce, and doing it with such grace and 
poise. It’s been a gift to shine light on these 
military men and women.”

Biden also spoke of the resilience of 
military Family members.

“They face a lot of diffi culties and 
challenges in their lives,” she said, noting 
that most military members relocate at least 
10 times in their career. “That’s tough on 
a Family – to pack up, lose friends, make 
new friends, get new sports teams – but they 
never complain. They just feel it’s part of 
their job.”

Obama said she expects the campaign’s 
second year will continue progress in those 
areas and more. A major goal, she said, will be 
to build on successes in professional license 

portability for military spouses. Thirteen 
states already have passed legislation to 
make it easier for military spouses who work 
in fi elds such as teaching, nursing, real estate, 
and social work to transfer their professional 
licenses easily from one state to another, and 
13 more have pending legislation, she said.

The outpouring of support for the Joining 
Forces campaign has proven that Americans 
want to help military Families and need 
the structure the campaign provides, Biden 
said.

“Americans want to help. All they need is 
a little direction,” she said. “They’re saying, 
‘OK, give us ideas.’”

Obama said she expects the campaign to 
endure indefi nitely.

“Our husbands, and Jill and I, we’re 
committed to making sure this becomes 
part of our culture,” she said. “I know the 
president and the vice president are working 
with the [Defense and Veterans Affairs 

departments] to set up a structure to ensure 
this continues, regardless of who’s in offi ce.

“These are lifelong commitments,” she 
added. “As a Blue Star mom, Jill is always 
in, and I consider myself an honorary Blue 
Star mom. … This is a forever issue for 
us.”

The important thing for civilians to 
understand, Obama said, is that these issues 
don’t end when wars end. “That’s when 
the hard work begins for many of these 
Families,” she said. “When someone is on 
active duty, they’re still transferring. Their 
kids are still going from school to school to 
school.”

The fi rst lady noted that 1 percent of 
Americans serve in the all-volunteer force 
to protect everyone else. 

“So, we have to step up forever,” she said. 
“I think our country is ready to do that. It 
just helps to have a structure like Joining 
Forces.”



SELMA — With only two 
weeks to go, the Battle of Selma 
Reenactment and its School 
Days is gearing up for the 147th 
anniversary of the Civil War 
battle in Selma. 

In honor of the strong Naval 
history between Selma and 
Columbus, Ga., the offi cial 
reenactor unit of the National 
Civil War Naval Museum 
will conduct Living History 
demonstrations during the 
Battle of Selma School Days 
and throughout the reenactment 
April 26-29. 

The display will include a full-
scale replica of a Brooke Naval 
Gun (like those made in Selma), 
Brooke Shells, torpedoes and 
sailors in Confederate Naval 
uniforms. Naval facilities in 
both Selma and Columbus were 
destroyed 147 years ago in April 
1865 by Wilson’s Raiders.

In addition to the National 
Civil War Naval Museum 
demonstration, students 
and teachers will also see 
demonstrations of a 19th-century 
blacksmith, Civil War medical 
surgeons, infantry, artillery, 
mounted cavalry, period weapons, 
period music and more.

The annual event serves 
Selma and the surrounding 
areas in great ways: Provides 
residents and visitors a sense of 
community, allows volunteerism, 
provides fun outdoor activities 

for Families, boosts the economy 
through tourism dollars, and 
teaches residents and visitors 
about the community and the 
history that surrounds them.  

This year is a continuation 
of the planning efforts being 
made by local, state and national 
leaders in history and tourism to 
prepare for the 150th anniversary 
of the Battles of the American 
Civil War. For the next three 
years, re-enactors across the 
United States, and some abroad, 
will recreate the battles of the 
War Between the States. 

The event is conducted annually 
in April and is sponsored by the 

April 1865 Society, Inc.  The 4th 
Alabama Infantry, 6th Alabama 
Cavalry, the Jeff Davis Artillery 
and the Alabama Division of 
Reenactors will host the Battle 
of Selma this year.

Background on Selma 
involvement

The Confederate Naval 
Ordnance Works, Iron Clad 
Shipyard and Army Arsenal 
located in Selma were key targets 
for Union General James H. 
Wilson. Destruction of the Selma 
facilities in April 1865 would 
ultimately seal the fate for the 
CSA war effort. “Wilson’s Raid” 

went on to capture the cities of 
Montgomery and Columbus, and 
Confederate President Jefferson 
Davis. 

Schedule
April 26

Living History school tours 
begin in conjunction with the 
Battle of Selma Reenactment’s 
Strategic Partner Wallace 
Community College Selma. The 
1860s come alive with hands-on 
instruction and period music.
April 27

Living History school tours 
continue. Enjoy present day and 
1860s-style food, beverages, 

clothes, jewellery, toys and 
souvenirs. 

5 p.m. – Civil War Writer 
Forum at No. 3 Church St., the 
site of the Army Arsenal, free to 
the public.

7:30 p.m. – The ominous 
beauty and power of Civil War-
era artillery is unleashed free to 
the public.

8 p.m. – Reenactor’s camp 
dance and the period band 
“Unreconstructed” will play and 
give period dance instruction, 
free to the public.
April 28

Gates open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday battlefi eld admission is 
$7. Tour Confederate, Union and 
civilian camps and see troops 
drill as they prepare for the 
skirmish.

2 p.m. – Battle begins.
7 p.m. – The Battle of Selma 

Grand Military Ball at Sturdivant 
Hall, where reenactors in period 
dress following that time’s 
etiquette, and the sound of 
brass and string bands take 
attendees back to the 1860s. The 
receiving line begins at 7 p.m. 
For additional information and 
tickets, contact Sturdivant Hall 
Museum at (334) 872-5626.
April 29

Gates open from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday battlefi eld admission 
is $7. 

10:30 a.m. – Civil War 
Memorial Service and history 
tour at historic Old Live Oak 
Cemetery, free to the public.

2 p.m. – The Battle of Selma 
reenactment begins. 
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A scene from a previous reenactment of the Battle of Selma.
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ANDALUSIA
ONGOING — Andalusia Public Li-

brary offers free practice tests. Patrons can 
choose from more than 300 online tests 
based on offi cial exams such as the ACT, 
SAT, GED, ASVAB, fi refi ghter, police 
offi cer, paramedic, U.S. citizenship and 
many more.  Patrons may select to take a 
test and receive immediate scoring. Call 
222-6612 for more information.

DALEVILLE
ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of 

Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at 11 a.m. at the Chamber 
of Commerce offi ce in the Daleville Cul-
tural and Convention Center. For more in-
formation, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

SATURDAY — Assured Data Destruc-
tion and MidSouth Bank offers residents 
the opportunity to have their paper re-
cords and data storage materials shred-
ded and recycled during the Community 
Shred Day. Materials are collected from 
8:30-11:30 a.m. at MidSouth Bank at 2526 
West Main Street and at WRC Market at 
805 Ross Clark Circle. The drop-off event 
is open to the public. There is a limit of 
fi ve boxes per vehicle. The drop-off event 
is open to the public. For more informa-
tion, call 792-0022.

APRIL 21-22 — A gem and mineral 
show, featuring gemstones, fossils, min-
erals and fi nished jewelry, will be at the 
Westgate Park Recreation Center. Cutting 

and polishing gemstones will be demon-
strated. Admission and parking is free. For 
more information, visit www.wiregrass-
rockhounds.com or call (334) 792-7116.

ONGOING — The Wiregrass Museum 
of Art hosts First Saturday Family Day 
the fi rst Saturday of every month at 10:30 
a.m. Children and parents will learn about 
color, shape, texture and different types of 
art such as painting, drawing and collage. 
The event is recommended for elementary 
aged children. For more information, visit 
wiregrassmuseum.com or call 794-3871.

ENTERPRISE

MAY 12 — The Downtown Enterprise 
Business Association has announced the 
musical line up for its annual Downtown 
Summer Fest, scheduled for 10 a.m. until 
5 p.m. in downtown Enterprise. The an-
nual one day event brings in thousands of 
people from throughout the Wiregrass to 
kick-off the summer season, and is a part-
ner of the Enterprise Lions Club Boll Wee-
vil 100/Ride to Recovery Southeast Bike 
Ride, which is held the same day.  The fes-
tival will be held on East College Street 
and South Edwards Street, from East Lee 
Street to Grubs Street. This year’s event 
includes a focus on nationally-known mu-
sical artists who reside in the Enterprise 
area. One of the talented musicians per-
forming at the event is Kaitlyn Lusk, best 
known for her work as the vocal soloist 
heard on the soundtrack of the “Lord of 
the Rings” movie trilogy. Enterprise mer-
chants will also have special sidewalk 
sales and savings events throughout the 
day, as well as activities for the kids.  

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the fi rst Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
APRIL 26 — Disabled American Vet-

erans Chapter 99 will meet at 6 p.m. in 
the New Brockton City Hall. Food and 
drinks will be served followed by regular 
Chapter business. We extend an invita-
tion to veterans throughout the Wiregrass 
to join us as new members. For more in-
formation, please call Chuck Lobdell at 
334-718-5707.

OZARK
APRIL 27 — The Netherlands Liaison 

Offi cer for the U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence and the commander of the 
Netherlands training detachment are host-
ing a reception to mark the birthday of 
Her Majesty Queen Beatrix of the Nether-
lands 6-9 p.m. at the Ann Rudd Art Center. 
Class A or international equivalent is re-
quired for military personnel; coat and tie 
or equivalent for civilians. RSVP no later 
than April 20 by calling 255-3766.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 28 — 
Ozark artist Tim Richardson will be 
spotlighted in a solo show, “The Science 
of Primary Colors” at the Ann Rudd Art 
Center. Approximately 100 pieces will be 
shown, including sculpture, costumes and 
paintings. 

Richardson says, “The show will fea-
ture a mixture of old and new, something 
for everyone.” The exhibition will run 
through April 28. The public is invited. 
The Ann Rudd Art Center, home to the 
Dale County Council of Arts and Humani-
ties is on the square in downtown Ozark.

For more information, visit www.
ruddartcenter.org.

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sun-
day at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Meth-
odist Church.  For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. 

The complex is transformed into a dance 
hall and features music from the 40s, 50s, 
and 60s, fi nger foods, and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

Wiregrass community calendar
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Beyond Briefs
Discovery Day at Dauphin Island

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab invites Families to a day 
of environmentally-themed children’s activities, an Open 
House at the Research Facilities of the Dauphin Island 
Sea Lab and free kids’ admission to the Estuarium April 
21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is free for children. 
For more information, call (251) 861-2141.

Noble Street Festival
The city of Anniston invites people to celebrate the 

outdoors and healthy living with live music, children’s 
activities, Sunny King Criterium pro bicycle races, food 
at the Red Diamond Restaurant Tour and the YMCA 5k 
and Mellow Mushroom Mad Dash run April 21. During 
the races, hundreds of cyclists will race multiple laps on 
the closed course on downtown streets. The restaurant 
tour was selected as a top 10 event in the state of Alabama 
in 2006, 2010 and 2012. Admission is free and the festi-

val lasts from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. For more information, call 
(256) 236-6346 or visit www.noblestreetfestival.com. 

ArchiTreats Lecture
The Alabama Department of Archives and History 

in Montgomery hosts ArchiTreats lectures on the third 
Thursday each month. The next lecture will be held April 
19 from noon-1 p.m. and is entitled “Incidents of the War: 
The Civil War of Mary Jane Chadick.” For more informa-
tion, call 353-4726 or visit www.archives.alabama.gov.

Alabama Book Festival
On April 21, Montgomery’s Old Alabama Town 

will open its gates for the Alabama Book Festival. The 
festival is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and features more than 
40 vendors and exhibitors. The free event is the state’s 
premier book festival, with more than 4,000 people from 
around the state converging in the capital to meet with 
and hear from their favorite authors and scholars. For 
more information, call (888) 240-1850 or visit www.
alabamabookfestival.org.

Crew reunion
USS Alabama Crewman’s Reunion is today, Friday and 

Saturday in Mobile. Visitors to Battleship Park during the 
reunion will have an opportunity to meet and visit with 
some of the former crew of the WWII Battleship USS 
Alabama from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day. Fee for attrac-
tions only. For more information, call (251) 433-2703 or 
visit www.ussalabama.com.

Cheaha Challenge
On April 22 from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., join almost 1,000 

cyclists in this recreational bicycle ride through some of 
the Southeast’s most scenic roadways. Experience the se-
renity and beauty of the Talladega National Forest and 
Cheaha State Park as you choose from route options of 
26, 44, 66, 88, or 102 miles. Shorter routes have very few 
hills, while the longest route infl icts almost 8,000 feet of 
cumulative climbing on those who tackle the entire route.
Admission charged. For more information, call (256) 
236-6346 or visit www.cheahachallenge.com.

Battle of Selma reenactment April 26-29
By James Hammonds
Battle of Selma Reenactment 
Committee



ARLINGTON, Va. — From a 9-year-old blogger to a 
17-year-old community-service volunteer, children from 
military Families took center stage here last night during 
Operation Homefront’s 2012 Military Child of the Year 
awards gala.

The military’s top brass heaped praise on fi ve of these 
children — one from each service plus the Coast Guard — for 
their resilience, strength of character and leadership.

Operation Homefront, a nonprofi t organization that 
provides emergency assistance to military Families, annually 
gives the award to a child from each service to honor military 
kids’ service and sacrifi ce.

These children are the “best of the best,” Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey told 
an audience of military and Family members. Joining the 
chairman was his wife, Deanie, top military leaders from each 
service, and special guest speaker, Medal of Honor recipient 
Army Sgt. 1st Class Sammy L. Davis.

“If I had to be identifi ed as the best of the best among any 
group in America today, I’d actually like to be known as 
the best of the best among military kids,” Dempsey told the 
audience, “because of what we ask them to do, and what they 
do.”

The honorees included a 9-year-old who started a blog to 
support other children dealing with deployment to a 17-year-
old who dealt with her Army father’s illness, then the loss of 
her Soldier brother in Afghanistan.

Though people have said military children are tough and 
resilient despite their hardships, the chairman said, he takes 
an opposite view.

“I think that our military kids are who they are because 
of the hardships,” he said, citing their adaptability, strength 
and ability to embrace diversity. “Kids become who they are 
because of what we ask them to do and because of what they 
see us do [and] see their moms and dads do.”

These children are the nation’s future leaders, Dempsey 
noted. He said Nathaniel Richards, the Navy’s Military Child 
of the Year, put it best when he wrote this on his blog site: 
“Even though we are young, we still have great ideas. We can 
help. We can make a difference.”

Dempsey thanked Operation Homefront for its efforts to 
honor military children. 

“Let me tell you how proud we are of America’s military 
kids,” he said. “And let me tell you how very proud we are 
of the fi ve that have been identifi ed tonight as the best of the 
best.”

Following Dempsey’s remarks, senior service leaders 
presented the awards to their service’s honoree – fi rst citing 
their exceptional qualities and accomplishments and passing 
on their personal gratitude for their service and strength.

Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, the Army’s vice chief of staff, 
acknowledged military children’s challenges, particularly 
after a decade of war. Yet, he said, “it is remarkable to see 
these young people routinely rise to the challenges of military 
life and excel under what are very diffi cult circumstances.”

Through their unyielding support, military children 
increase not only their military parents’ strength, but also their 
resilience, Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton A. Schwartz 
added.
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Senior leaders honor Military Children of the Year
By Elaine Sanchez
American Forces Press Service

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and retired Army Sgt. 1st Class Sammy L. Davis, a Medal of Honor 
recipient, pose with a military child during the fourth annual 2012 Military Child of the Year award ceremony at the Ritz-Carlton in Arlington, 
Va., April 5. The award ceremony recognizes children of U.S. Service Members from around the world in each branch of service for their 
compassion, faith and contributions made to their communities. 
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Following the awards 
ceremony, actor Gary 
Sinise, a staunch military 
supporter famous for his 
role as a wounded warrior in 
the movie “Forrest Gump,” 
shared his gratitude to the 
children via prerecorded 
remarks. 

“You are representing the 
best of our military youth,” 
he told the military children 
of the year. “We as a country 
earnestly want to honor you 
for the special contribution 
you have given your Family 
and your nation. There is no 
greater sacrifi ce than to serve 
our nation and you young 
people are living examples 
of that dedication and 
commitment,” he added.

Sinise introduced Davis, 
who is among the 81 living 
Medal of Honor recipients, 
to a standing ovation and 
resounding applause. Davis 
received the nation’s highest 
military honor for his heroism 
during the Vietnam War.

Some people believe 
today’s kids are going in the 
wrong direction, Davis said, 
but he doesn’t believe this 
is the case. “Truly we have 
good kids in this nation, and 
what we’ve seen here tonight 
is just proof in the pudding.”

Seeing the children receive 
their honors, he added, 
“made my heart swell with 
pride.”

Amelia McConnell, the 
Army’s Military Child of the 
Year, said she was “honored 
and humbled” by the honor 
and the opportunity to 
represent thousands of other 
military children. “I love 
being a military kid,” she 
said with a smile.

Each award recipient 
will receive $5,000 from 
Operation Homefront, along 
with additional gifts from 
nonprofi t organizations such 
as Soldiers’ Angels and 
Veterans United Foundation. 
Jim Knotts, Operation 
Homefront’s president and 
CEO, called the honorees 
examples for thousands of 
other military children. 

“I know you will all do us 
proud,” he told them.

A committee of active duty 

service members, Family 
readiness support assistants, 
teachers, military mothers 
and community members 
selected the children from 
a pool of more than 1,000 
nominees.

The recipients of this 
year’s Military Child of the 
Year award are:

James Nathaniel Richards• , 
of Jamul, Calif., for the 
Navy. This 9-year-old’s 
three brothers and father 
all were deployed at the 
same time. To share his 
lessons learned, he started 
a blog for other military 
children called “Nate the 
Great: A Military Brat.” 
He leads the anti-bullying 
committee at his school 
and volunteers at the 
USO — clocking more 
than 200 hours last year 
collecting Christmas toys 
for children in need and 
wrapping hundreds of 
stockings to send to troops 
in Afghanistan.
Amelia McConnel• l, 
of Carlisle Barracks, 

Pa., for the Army. At 
17, McConnell is the 
youngest of six children. 
She’s moved with her 
Family nine times, and 
her father has deployed 
three times. In 2006, after 
her father returned from 
Iraq, he was diagnosed 
with leukemia. After six 
months of treatments, the 
disease appeared to be in 
remission. He returned to 
Iraq in 2007. Two years 
later, her only brother, 
Army Sgt. Andrew 
McConnell, was killed 
in Afghanistan. A year 
later, her father deployed 
to Afghanistan shortly 
after the Family moved 
to Pennsylvania from 
overseas. While helping 
her mother at home, 
McConnell also served 
as the vice president as 
the National Art Honor 

Society, and she is a 
member of the Germany 
National Honor Society.
Chelsea Rutherford• , 17, 
of Panama City, Fla., for 
the Air Force. She has two 
parents in the military and 
has attended fi ve different 
schools. Still, she’s an 
honor roll student with a 
3.6 grade point average 
and serves as the vice 
president of the Student-
to-Student Club, which 
introduces new students 
to the campus and helps to 
ease their transition. She’s 
also an avid volunteer 
who clocked nearly 180 
hours with nonprofi t 
organizations in 2011, and 
is a member in the Society 
of Leadership and Success 
and the National Society 
of High School Scholars.
Erika Booth, 16, of • 
Jacksonville, N.C., for the 

Marine Corps. She was an 
avid softball player until 
she was diagnosed with 
lupus, an autoimmune 
disease that affects her 
blood and requires painful 
monthly kidney checks. 
While dealing with her 
own health issues, Booth 
also helps to care for 
her 13-year-old brother, 
who has autism. Despite 
these challenges, Booth 
is ranked fi rst in her class 
academically, serves as 
the junior class president 
and vice president of her 
local Health Occupations 
Students of America 
chapter, and volunteers 
as a mentor with the 
Drug Education for 
Youth program. She also 
works with other military 
children and adults to 
help them cope with the 
challenges of military life, 

and has traveled abroad 
with the People to People 
Ambassador Program.
Alena Deveau• , 17, of 
Fairfax, Va., for the Coast 
Guard. She has visited 40 
states during her father’s 
career. When she was in the 
seventh grade, Deveau’s 
father was diagnosed with 
lung cancer, followed by 
hip cancer. He underwent 
multiple surgeries before 
being diagnosed with 
brain cancer. Her father, 
who now is medically 
retired, was hospitalized 
for nearly three months. 
Deveau’s mother spent 
her time by her husband’s 
bedside, and Deveau held 
up the home front, helping 
to care for her 15-year-
old sister. Still, she found 
time to volunteer as an 
organizer of the local 
Veterans Day dinner.
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Children: Recipients represent best of military youth
Continued from Page C7

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

j k

3933 S Oates St - Dothan
Call - 334.678.9510
www.BamaRV.com

Premier Campers @ Discount Prices
New Economy Campers from $7,995
new luxury campers from $17,995

SHOWYOUR MILITARY ID TO SAVE 20%
ONALL PARTS

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS

BRING THIS AD FOR A FREE GIFTWITHRV PURCHASE

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

WESTGATE CENTER

COLLEGE CINEMA • ENTERPRISE

OZARK

For R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CTR

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com

MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
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$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

III 21 JUMP STREET*- R
M-F 7:00 & 9:10 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:10

IV DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX- PG
M-F 7:00 & 9:00 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00

I TITANIC IN 3D- PG13
M-F 7:30 ONLY • S&S 2:00 & 7:30

II WRATH OF THE TITAN 3D- PG13
M-F 7:10 & 9:20 • S&S 2:10, 7:10 & 9:20

III MIRROR, MIRROR- PG
M-F 7:00 & 9:20 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:20

I THE HUNGER GAMES- PG13
Fri: 7 & 9:40 • Sat 2:00, 7:00 & 9:40
Sun: 2:00 & 7:00 • Mon - Thurs 7:00

II MIRROR, MIRROR- PG
Fri: 7 & 9:10 • Sat 2:00, 7:00 & 9:10
Sun: 2:00 & 7:00 • Mon - Thurs 7:00

I THE HUNGER GAMES- PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:45 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:45

II AMERICAN REUNION*- R
M-F 7:10 & 9:30 • S&S 2:00, 7:10 & 9:30

April 6 - 12



People on Fort Rucker and the 
surrounding communities fi nally 
have an excuse to work on their golf 
game by contributing to a worthy 
cause as the installation gets ready 
for the 22nd annual Army Aviation 
Center Federal Credit Union Golf 
Tournament April 20.

The tournament is put on ev-
ery year to benefi t Fort Rucker’s 
Army Emergency Relief and is 
AACFCU’s way of giving back to 
the Soldiers of Fort Rucker, said 
Lisa Hales, vice president of mar-
keting for AACFCU.

“A lot of our membership is mil-
itary,” she said, “so it’s important 
for us to give back to those men 
and women who serve us.”

All of the proceeds from the 
golf tournament, which are gath-
ered through contributions from 
corporate sponsors, vendors and 
entry fees, will be going to AER, 
according to Joel Faulk, vice pres-
ident of lending at AACFCU.

“Everything above the cost of 
the tournament will go to AER,” 
he said. “[AACFCU’s] board is 
very generous and every year 
they’ve actually given more than 
the money that is raised.”

AER is a nonprofi t organization 
that provides emergency fi nancial 
assistance to Soldiers, retirees, 
their Family members and survi-
vors, said Mimi Brooks, AER offi -
cer. AER provides assistance for a 
number of different types of needs 
like food, rent, gas, car repair, 
emergency medical and dental or 
funeral expenses, she added.

“Our assistance is typically pro-
vided in a [no-interest] assistance 
loan or a grant,” she said. “Grants 
are usually for extraordinary cir-
cumstances if the Family doesn’t 
have the ability to pay on a loan.”

The relief program also has a 
scholarship program for spouses 
and Family members who are 
working on their fi rst undergradu-
ate degree, Brooks explained, with 
some new programs that include: 
initial furniture setup with essen-

tial economic pieces for homes 
for Soldiers such as newly mar-
ried military couples; expansion 
on the dental category to include 
loans for all dental needs, not just 
emergencies; and down payments 
on a new car if the cost to repair a 
Soldiers car far exceeds the value 
of the car.

It’s important to give back and 
help AER with the golf tourna-
ment because it does so much to 
help Soldiers, said Faulk. Last 
year’s tournament assisted in sup-
porting the AER campaign that 
raised $121,395, and AER provid-
ed $307,600 in assistance to 235 
Soldiers, retirees, Family mem-
bers and survivors.

“We need people to come play,” 
he said. “That’s where the dona-
tion money comes from.”

Prizes will also be available for 
many different categories with the 
biggest prize being awarded to 
anyone able to sink a hole-in-one 
during the tournament.  If a per-
son is able to accomplish a hole-
in-one, he or she will be able to 
choose a 2012 Nissan Altima or 
2012 Jeep Wrangler as their prize, 
said Faulk.

Other prizes include $300 for 
closest to the pin at one of the 
par-3 holes, $200 for closest to the 
pin at a separate par-3 hole and 
prizes for the best fi ve net scores 
and best gross scores, he added.

“The majority of people will get 
a prize of some sort,” said Faulk. 
“We have lots of door prizes and 
everyone that enters into the tour-
nament will get an entry gift.”

The entry fee is $50 for SWGC 
members and $60 for non-mem-
bers and includes a hamburger 
lunch, cart, and green fees, said 
Hales, adding that people can also 
pay $200 to be corporate sponsors, 
which allows entry for two people 
to play.

The tournament is open to the 
public and registration begins at 
10 a.m. on the day of the event 
with a shotgun start at noon.

For more information, call 
1 (800) 448-4096 or 598-4411 
ext. 1306 or 1302.

D
APRIL 12, 2012

Sports
SOFTBALL
Wounded Warrior 
Amputee Team thumps 
D.C. celebrities

Story on Page D3

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Swing into spring 
to help Soldiers

FILE PHOTOS

Shawn Land, C Co., 1st Bn., 223rd Avn. Regt. MI-17 instructor pilot, attempts a putt during last year’s AER campaign 
golf tournament at Silver Wings Golf Course. This year’s tournament to benefi t the program that helps Soldiers help 
Soldiers is April 20.

The Fort Rucker community will show its support for 
the Families of fallen heroes during the Survivors and 
Fallen Heroes 5k run April 28.

Put on by the Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation, the members of Bravo Company, 1st 
Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment and the Survivor 
Outreach Services program, the run at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Facility is designed to honor survivors 
and those that have made the ultimate sacrifi ce, according 
to Beth Gunter, fi nancial counselor for SOS.

Gunter said she spoke with B Co., 1/145th about do-
ing something as a tribute for the fallen heroes and their 
survivors, and MWR got involved so that it could be done 
as a post run.

“B Co. jumped [at the opportunity] because Soldiers 
said that these were their brothers in combat and it would 
be great for them to show that they are still thinking about 
those that we’ve lost,” she said. “It just became a col-
laborative effort by a lot of people wanting to show that 
this is a great way to have the community wrap their arms 
around survivors and show that their fallen heroes have 
not been forgotten.”

The survivors of fallen heroes aren’t just the spouses 
and children, said Gunter, but also parents and siblings, 
adding that SOS reaches out to all the survivors that are 
out there to provide the type of service for whatever ques-

tions they may have for a lifetime, rather than just a pe-
riod of time after a Soldier has fallen in combat.

“Our goal is to help survivors realize that they are al-
ways part of the military Family,” she said. “Even though 
they have lost their [loved one], doesn’t mean that they 
are any less important to our military Family.

“Just as when a person loses someone within their im-
mediate Family, their Family members are there to pro-
vide that support and encouragement to help them work 
through the grief,” said Gunter. “This is a military Family 
and we are there in the same aspect – to help them work 
through the grief and help them move forward.”

SOS is a program that came about on Fort Rucker in 
April of 2008 when the Army realized that even though a 
grieving Family has a casualty assistance offi cer to help 
them through the initial process of losing a service mem-
ber, the Family still has issues well after the CAO has 
done his or her job, she explained.

SOS is there to provide the support, advocacy and fi -
nancial counseling for the survivors for as long as they 
need, said Gunter, and that’s one of the main reasons for 
wanting to put on the run honoring the survivors and fall-
en heroes with the 5k run, as a means of support.

“We want the community to be [at the run] to show 
their support as well,” said Gunter. “It’s a great way for 
the installation to show its support for the survivors and 
fallen heroes, as well as the SOS program.”

Gold stars will be available with the names of the fallen 
heroes for the survivors to wear during the race, she said, 

adding that there will be additional gold stars available for 
those that wish to run in honor of a friend or comrade that 
people can write the names of on.

“When a service member goes overseas, they get a blue 
star fl ag that symbolizes that there is a service member 
serving within the military during wartime,” Gunter ex-
plained. “If the service member dies while serving on ac-
tive duty during war, the blue star is replaced with a gold 
star being placed over the top of the blue star.

“That’s why we’re utilizing the gold stars,” she said, 
“it symbolizes the survivor. We’re hoping to have enough 
runners for every one of the fallen Soldiers.”

During the day of the run, B Co. will be cooking hot-
dogs and hamburgers for the survivors to enjoy and food 
and beverages will be available to the rest of the com-
munity in attendance to purchase, said the SOS counselor.  
There will also be infl atables and different activities for 
people to take part in so that the community has he op-
portunity to come together, she added.

B Co. Soldiers requested that any proceeds that go 
above the cost of the run be put toward the SOS program 
so that they can put on additional programs for the survi-
vors, said Gunter.

The run will begin at 9 a.m. on April 28 and the cost 
for pre-registration for the run is $20, which includes a T-
shirt, and people can register at either of the fi tness facili-
ties up until April 21. Regular registration costs $25 and is 
from April 22 up until the day of the race by 8:40 a.m.

For more information, call 255-3794 or 255-2286.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker runs for survivors, fallen heroes

People on Fort Rucker and the 
surrounding communities fi nally 
have an excuse to work on their golf

tial economic pieces for homes
for Soldiers such as newly mar-
ried military couples; expansion
on the dental category to include
loans for all dental needs, not just 
emergencies; and down payments

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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WASHINGTON — The loss of an 
arm or a leg from combat didn’t seem to 
have an effect April 3 on the play of the  
Soldiers and Marines who make up the 
Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team, 
or WWAST, as they soundly thumped a 
Washington area celebrity team made up 
of sports legends, broadcasters and even 
the D.C. mayor.

In the second annual battle between the 
teams hosted by the Washington Nationals 
at their ballpark, the softball classic started 
with the able-bodied celebrities taking an 
early lead at 2-0, even though NFL Hall 
of Famer Darrell Green whiffed on three 
pitches and struck out. 

Two more runs were all the celebrities 
could muster in fi ve innings of play as the 
wounded warriors, playing with leg or arm 
prosthetic or no prosthetic at all, couldn’t 
be stopped defensively or offensively. 
They gave the celebrities a 17-4 shellack-
ing under a perfect evening sky and full 
moon.

For Army veteran Greg Reynolds, the 
loss of his left arm forequarter happened 
at home following a 15-month Iraq tour 
when he was hit by a car while riding his 
motorcycle. His odds were one in 2,000 of 
surviving and even less while in recovery, 
he said.

“To be out here today in front of all these 
people by far exceeds anything I thought 
possible,” Reynolds said. “This is a really 
rewarding, humbling experience to play on 
such an amazing team with my brothers, 
but to be out and to play with obviously 
missing a great portion of my body moti-
vates me to the next level because I have 
this inner discipline and motivation where 
I want to play better than the guy with his 
limbs. No one should put limitations on 
themselves.” 

While on a night patrol in Iraq, Matt 
Kinsey stepped on a landmine, losing his 
right foot. 

“You go from being a paratrooper, which 
is a very proud thing, and you take a lot 
of pride in it to missing a foot and your 
career; it’s not over, but it’s really tough to 
get back into the infantry and you go from 
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A wounded warrior makes the catch during warmup before the Amputee Softball Team exhibition game at Washington Nationals Stadium in Washington, D.C., April 3.
PHOTO BY J.D. LEIPOLD

MOMC SPECIAL AT SWGC
In recognition of Month of the Military 

Child, Silver Wings Golf Course offers a Kids 
Play Free golf special throughout the month of 
April. Children play a free round of golf when 
accompanied by a paying adult. This offer is 
valid anytime except before noon on week-
ends and holidays. 

For more, call 598-2449.

FAMILY FUN RUN, WALK
The Family Advocacy Program hosts the 

Pinwheels for Prevention Family Fun Run and 
Walk Saturday as part of Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month. The event begins at 9:30 a.m., 
with registration from 9-9:25 a.m. at the Fort 
Rucker Physical Fitness Facility on Andrews 
Avenue. The Exceptional Family Member 
Program-friendly event is free and open to the 
public. 

For more information on Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month activities and registration, call 
255-3898. 

SCUBA COURSE
The Fort Rucker Aquarians Dive Club spon-

sors a scuba certifi cation course beginning 
Monday. The fi rst class will meet at the Fort 
Rucker Physical Fitness Center indoor pool at 
6:30 p.m. After the fi rst class, the scuba course 

will meet every Monday and Wednesday night 
for no less than six weeks and no more than 
seven weeks, depending on the weather.  One 
weekend will be required at the end of the 
course to complete open water training in the 
Gulf of Mexico.  

For more information, call George Perez at 
774-3483 or 347-6936.

RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facil-

ity on Andrews Avenue hosts a racquetball 
tournament April 21. Novice, D, C, B, and A 
players begin at 8:30 a.m. Open players begin 
at 10 a.m. followed by doubles. Registration 
costs $15 per person for singles only, $15 per 
person for doubles only, and $20 per person 
for participants playing singles and doubles. 
Refreshments are provided. Pre-registration 
is highly encouraged and can be done at ei-
ther physical fi tness facility. People who pre-
register receive a t-shirt. In the case of player 
overfl ow, some games may start April 20 at 
6:30 p.m. 

Players who place fi rst and second in dou-
bles, novice, and D, C, B, and A categories will 
receive awards, while awards will be given out 
for fi rst, second and third places in the open 
category. The event is open to the public.

For more, call 255-3794.

Sports Briefs

Wounded Warrior Amputee 
Team thumps D.C. celebrities
By J.D. Leipold 
Army News Service
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Must present active duty or retired military ID card at time of redemption.
Offer valid at Dothan, AL location only. Due to manufacturer restrictions,
offers exclude select new release and other select products. Offers exclude
all products from PING and select products from Titleist, FootJoy, Mizuno, and
certain other manufacturers. Select sale and clearance items excluded. Offer
is limited to one transaction per code/coupon. Offer cannot be combined
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void if copied or transferred and where prohibited by law. Any other use
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AL. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer expires 4/18/12.
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being on top of the mountain to being on 
the bottom of it,” Kinsey said. 

“This is a dream come true, every little 
kid dreams of getting a second chance as 
an athlete and I had one and lost it,” the 
former high school and college ball player 
said. “This is my second chance, so I play 
as hard as I can while I’m out here because 
it can be gone just in the blink of an eye.”

Veteran Soldier Brian T. Urruela, who 

lost his right leg below the knee to two 
improvised explosive devices during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom, said playing ball is 
like that next step, next phase, but he said 
it’s been a long, long journey of about fi ve 
years.” 

“Being at this level and maintaining this 
level, we’re constantly working at improv-
ing our limbs and it defi nitely pushes us to 
our limits. It’s improved me tenfold,” he 

said.
In conjunction with various military out-

reach efforts, the partnership between the 
Nationals and the WWAST hopes to dem-
onstrate to other amputees and the public 
that through extensive rehabilitation and 
training, veterans who were once Soldiers 
and Marines can be athletes while playing 
ball and proving life without a limb can be 
unlimited.



It’s been nearly fi ve years 
since Mario threw his last 
party. Either it was so good 
that people are still talking 
about it or it was a disaster 
and Nintendo is trying to 
forget about it. 

Either way, feel free to 
invite yourself to “Mario 
Party 9.” There are more 
than 80 mini-games in 
“Mario Party 9,” and for 
the fi rst time in the fran-
chise gamers are tasked 
to work together to battle 
boss characters. Each stage 
ends with a boss battle, 
so gamers must band to-
gether to beat the likes of 
Bowser, King Boo and oth-
ers. All of Mario’s friends 
are invited to this party 
so expect to see Peaches, 
Luigi and the rest of the 
gang. Gamers ride across 
the various stages in spe-
cial vehicles that they take 
turns controlling. There are 
unique “Captain Events” 
that change the course of 
each stage and sometimes 

the game. There is just as 
much as skill that’s neces-
sary to win “Mario Party 
9,” so don’t play the game 
without the expectation of 
a random event regularly 
derailing the frontrunners. 

The mini-games include 
everything from making 
pizzas to racing snowmo-
biles to counting characters 
as they speed by. They are 
different enough to keep 
things interesting and gam-

ers can practice them in the 
free play mode. The Extras 
mode includes more fun 
in Goomba Bowling and 
the puzzle-based Castle 
Clearout. Also, every time 
gamers decide to party 

in “Mario Party 9,” they 
earn Party Points that can 
be used to unlock special 
items and features. 

“Mario Party 9” doesn’t 
have great food and most 
of the characters who have 

been invited are quite 
strange, but it’s still fun. 
It makes for a decent party 
game, but it doesn’t have 
online multiplayer, so don’t 
expect this party to last all 
year long. 
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Publisher 
Nintendo

Rated 
Everyone
Systems

Wii
Cost
$50

Overall 
3 out of 4

Have a Family di-• 
saster plan and 
supply kit. 
Build or identify a • 
safe room in your 
home. 
Purchase and use • 
a NOAA weather 
radio with a tone 
alert feature. This 
will alert you to 
warnings issued by 
your local National 
Weather Service of-
fi ce. 

Video Game Spotlight >>

(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in the Video Game Spotlight are solely those of the article’s author.)

COURTESY SCREENSHOT

Mario Party 9 introduces boss battles
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

805 Glover Ave ~ Enterprise
334.347.2245
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