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PREFACE

’

This annual Historical Supplement is a resumé of events at the US Army Aviation Center
and Fort Rucker for calendar year 1977. It provides an accurate and objective account of
the activities of this headquarters during this period.

Information contained in this supplement was based upon reports submitted by various
directorates and activities of this installation. All material is presented in an objective
and impersonal manner. Details, where possible, have been omitted for the sake of brevity.

Agencies or individuals, public or private, may reproduce, quote, or otherwise use any
portion of the contents contained herein provided use is judged to bein the best interest
of the United States Army. Assistance will be given all official and unofficial inquiries
for additional information about Fort Rucker, the US Army Aviation Center, or tenant
activities provided information is unclassified and its subsequent use is provided for in
AR 360-5.

The US Army Aviation Center and Fort Rucker Annual Historical Supplement for 1977 was
prepared in compliance with TRADOC Supplement 1 to AR 870-5.



ii



CONTENTS
SECTION |

US ARMY AVIATION CENTER AND FORT RUCKER

Page

US ARMY AVIATION CENTER AND FORT RUCKER - 1
Mission - —-= 1
Organization - —-— - 2
Key Personnel -—-—=-eeemeoemao__ - 3
STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE -- - - 8
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE -- 10
INSPECTOR GENERAL - e ———————— - 12
CIVILIAN PERSONNEL == --=emmommmme - 13
CENTER CHAPLAIN = m e e e 14
SECRETARY GENERAL STAFF =-e—-eeec —— -- 18
DIRECTOR OF TRAINING ----=-= - e 20
Department of Resident Training Management - 21
Department of Academic Training —==——— oo - 26
Department of Undergraduate Flight Training =——cece o e 32
Department of Graduate Flight Training - 35
Aviation Training Library —--e———m—_____ -—- 37
DIRECTORATE OF TRAINING DEVELOPMENTS —-—=———v - 38
DIRECTORATE OF COMBAT DEVELOPMENTS —==ceeeemmae —-—— --- 50
DIRECTORATE OF EVALUATION AND STANDARDIZATION -- - - 55
US ARMY AVIATION BOARD ---- - 61
TRADOC SYSTEM MANAGER =---- 69
Attack Helicopter ------- — — - - 69
Advanced Scout Helicopter ——— - - 71
Hellfire —-—mememmmmmm e __ - 74
DIRECTORATE OF PERSONNEL, AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES/SECRETARY --- 77
Personnel Services Divisioh ----- ——— —aa - 77
Army Community Service --~s=—w- - — = -—~== 80
Accident Prevention --- - - -- 81
Installation Club System -~«- - - 82
Organizational Effectiveness/Human Relations Division - - 83
Adjutant General Division —=<eemecmmcc—e——_ - 85
Alcohol/Drug Abuse Division “e———eme———oo 2 - 90
Provost Marshal -- - ————————— - 9]
Intelligence Division -=-—-- - 94

US Army Aviation Museum ---- - - 94

iii



DIRECTORATE/INDUSTRIAL OPERATIONS

Procurement Division

Maintenance Division

Housing Division

Aircraft Logistics Management Division

DIRECTORATE OF FACILITIES ENGINEERING

DIRECTORATE OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS OFFICE

DIRECTORATE OF RESERVE COMPONENTS

DETACHMENT 9, STH WEATHER SQUADRON

1ST AVIATION BRIGADE

1st Battalion
4th Battalion

6th Battalion

46th Engineer Battalion (Combat) (Heavy)

SECTION Il
TENANT ACTIVITIES

US ARMY

US ARMY

ARMY AEROMEDICAL CENTER -

US ARMY AEROMEDTCAL RESEARCH LABORATORY

US ARMY COMMUNICATION. COMMAND

US ARMY RESEARCH INSTITUTE FIELD UNIT --

ARMY

us LOGISTIC ASSISTANCE OFFICE (DARCOM)

ARNG MULTI-MEDIA GROUP --

DEFENSE PROPERTY DISPOSAL OFFICE

DETACHMENT 1, HEADQUARTERS 14th AIR BASE GROUP

APPENDIX I INSTALLATION COMMANDERS

(ATC), US AIR FORCE

APPENDIX II HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

APPENDIX III GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS

APPENDIX IV INDEX

iv

110
125
127
129
130
134
143

147
150

170

174

181

186

188

192

194

196

198

199

201

202

205

216



SECTION |

US ARMY AVIATION CENTER AND FORT RUCKER



MISSION
US ARMY AVIATION CENTER AND FORT RUCKER

Commands, operates, and administers the use of the resources of Fort Rucker, Alabama, to
accomplish all assigned missions. Conducts the training and instruction for United States
and Allied officers, warrant officers, warrant officer candidates, enlisted personnel, and -
designated civilian personnel in the various phases of Army aviation. Accomplishes all
actions for which the Center is proponent relating to combat and training developments,
training devices, training literature, occupational specialities and career management
fields, and US Army Aviation flight standardization. Provides support to assigned, attached,
or tenant activities to include on-post and off-post units or activities in the assigned
geographic areas unless such support is specifically assigned to another command.

(Extracted from USAAVNC Regulation 10-1.)
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Major General James C. Smith assumed command of the United States Army Aviation Center/
Fort Rucker on 19 July 1976.



Brigadier General James H. Patterson was assigned Deputy Commanding General, United States
Army Aviation Center/Fort Rucker on 22 August 1977, replacing Brigadier General Benjamin L.
Harrison who was reassigned to Officer Training Education Review Group, Headquarters,
Department of the Army, Office of the Chief of Staff.



Colonel Patrick N. Delavan was assigned as Deputy Installation Commander, United States
Army Aviation Center/Fort Rucker on 28 January 1977. This position was established to provide
for more intense management of the support functions of the Army Aviation Center.



Colonel William R. Ponder was assigned Chief of Staff, United States Army Aviation Center/
Fort Rucker on 26 April 1976.
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Command Sergeant Major Robert L. Roots assumed duties as Command Sergeant Major, US Army
Aviation Center/Fort Rucker, on 17 June 1975.



STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE

MISSION:

Furnishes legal advice and services to the command, staff, and subordinate elements. Exer-
cises staff supervision over administration of military justice. Renders legal advice and
counsel concerning military affairs, legal assistance, and procurement to authorized per-
sonnel. Processes claims both for and against the government.

PERSONNEL :

LTC George S. Harrington served as Staff Judge Advocate in 1977.

CPT Michael McElligott was assigned as Legal Assistance Officer in January.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS :

The Administrative Law Section processed approximately 1,750 oral and written inquiries,

an increase of almost 50% from last year, pertaining to legal and administrative questions
of a military nature from the command group and subordinate units. All of these inquiries
were answered after thorough legal research, analysis, and review. In addition to these
requests, .this section was deeply involved in the defense of five cases pending in Federal
Court wherein the USAAVNC or members of the command have been named as defendants, covering
such topics as employment discrimination, violation of constitutional rights in an
elimination board, downgrading and reduction in force (RIF) of civilian employees, and
challenging an Officer Evaluation Report (OER) which resulted in a RIF.

The Military Justice Section provided counsel in over 30 trials by regular Special Court-
Martial and 15 trials by Special Court-Martial empowered to adjudgea Bad Conduct Discharge.
In addition, 3 records of a Summary Court and some 500 records of proceedings under

Article 15, Uniform Code of Military Justice, were reviewed for legal sufficiency. Two
cases were processed for General Court-Martial, including Article 32 Investigations. During
this period of time, this section prepared and processed to completion 4 discharges under
the provisions of Chapter 10, AR 635-200. There were 5 cases in which charges were

prepared for court but later handled by Chapter 13 or l4,Administrative Discharges. In
addition, there were 20 charges prepared for court but later handled by Article 15, and
there were 4 cases in which charges were withdrawn after preparation. Fort Rucker,
utilizing the services of the military judges permanently assigned to Fort Benning,

Georgia, has been involved in the trial of courts-martial an average of three days per month

The Defense Section provided counseling and necessary representation for all courts-martial.

Counseling was also provided for Flight Evaluation Boards, Student Eliminations, and in-
vestigations under provisions of AR 15-6, as well as elimination actions under provisions
of AR 635-200 and 635-206. The total number of persons seen for counseling, interviewing,
or other assistance was over 2,000, nearly triple the number seen in 1976.

The Administrative Boards Section processed 116 elimination actions under the provisions
of Section III, AR 635-200, and Chapters 13, 14, and 16, AR 635-200, as well as providing
reporters for 31 elimination board proceedings. The Administrative Board Section operates
under the Legal Center Concept and is responsible for preparing all paperwork pertaining
to the administrative eliminations from the time the unit commander concerned initiates
the action until the subject individual is officially discharged.

The Legal Assistance Section of the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate assisted over 7,900
clients with legal problems; this was an increase of approximately 33% over the number of
clients seen in 1976. An additional service of the section was furnishing notarizations
for various needs; 4,518 notarial functions were performed. A legal education program
included a Federal Income Tax Seminar for unit tax advisors, as well as classes for other
groups of service members, dependents, and retirees. This section utilized a para-legal
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until April, and during the summer months a number of reserve attorneys on active duty

for their annual training was used to aid in rendering legal assistance to all eligible
persons. The Legal Assistance Section also particpated in the Emergency Readiness Deploy-
ment Plan by preparing wills and powers of attorney to assist the unit in implementing

an expeditious out-processing plan.

The Procurement Section reviewed proposed contracts approximating $35 million for legal
sufficiency. Over 400 written and 900 oral opinions were provided to Procurement Division,
DIO, on such matters as suits, protests, congressional inquiries, bonds, claims, and
solicitations. The section attended nuperous technical and evaluation board meetings,
negotiation and claim sessions, conferences, and seminars. The Procurement Legal Advisor
researched and prepared positions on, and participated in an increased number of contractor
actions involving the Comptroller General, Armed Services Board Contract Appeals, Labor
and Justice Departments, Small Business Administrationm, and contractor-employee labor
relations problems, as well as making significant contributions to the defense of a major
class action involving contracting out and the related downgrading of some civilian
employees.

The Claims Section received 1,108 claims filed against the United States in the Fort Rucker
geographical area for1977. There were 1,042 claims adjudicated, and payment was made in the
amount of $295,288.35. In addition to its responsibility for adjudication of all claims
against the United States for personal injury and property damage, the Claims Section

was also responsible for pursuing claims in favor of the Government. A total of $62,350.40
was recovered for damage to Government property and injury to Government personnel and

dependents requiring medical treatment at Government expense.



PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

MISSION:

Provides public information, community relations, and command information support to the
installation, including active duty military, retired military, civilian employees,
Army Reserves and National Guard personnel, tenant activities, military dependents, and
the geographic area of responsibility.

PERSONNEL:

MAJ John R. Cooke, Public Affairs Officer, December 1976 - February 1977.

MAJ Robert M. McDowell, Public Affairs Officer, March 1977 - present.

Mr. Herbert C. Strickland, Deputy Public Affairs Officer, December 1971 - present.

MSG Richard L. Scena, Public Affairs Supervisor, January 1975 - present.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS :

Guest speakers for the Bogardus S. Cairns Chapter, Association of the US Army were:
Sergeant Major of the Army, William G. Bainbridge, 13 January; Lieutenant General John J.
Tolson (Ret.), 5 May; Honorable William D. Clark, Deputy Assistant, Secretary of the
Army for Reserve Affairs, 16 June; and General George S. Brown, Chairman, Joint Chiefs
of Staff, 18 August.

The Army Aviation birthday was celebrated on 4 June. Visitors were invited to ride in
one of the 12 UH-1 "Huey" simulators, visit a static display of seven aircraft and a hot
air balloon, and the Army Aviation Museum.

Seven new members were inducted into the Aviation Hall of Fame. They were: Lieutenant
General John Norton, Brigadier General Robert M. Leach, Colonel Robert H. Nevins, Colonel
Claude L. Shepard, Jr., Colonel J. D. Vanderpool, Chief Warrant Officer Johnnie R.
Sandidge, and Command Sergeant Major Lawrence E. Kennedy. All the new inductees are
retired.

The US Army television news team from the Army Hometown News Center, Kansas City, MO,
visited Fort Rucker in May to produce television news releases of aviation training
activities.

Extensive Public Affairs coverage and support were provided for the 49'er Party, community
projects and activities, seminars, and association activities.

The Army Flier, Fort Rucker's civilian enterprise newspaper, retained its Class A standing
by Department of the Army. Layout modernization continued to improve the publication.

The Fort Rucker Public Affairs Office coordinated 16 television interviews for the WIVY
(Channel 4) Morning Show. These interviews featured personnel and activities of Fort
Rucker.

The Public Affairs Office coordinated media representation on the Marie Sode trial. Media
represented included CBS, ABC, and NBC affiliates and local media.

The Public Affairs Office coordinated media coverage of the WILD RAIDER exercise. Local

media (radio, television, and newspaper), ABC, CBS, and NBC affiliates were among those
to cover the exercise.
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A total of 43 tours of the post was coordinated by the Public Affairs Office. Various
civilian groups including Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Civil Air Patrol, Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC), school groups, etc., made up the tours. A total of 1,893 people
was given the hospitality of Fort Rucker through these tours.

A total of 840 printed news stores with photographs was released to local and area news
media.

A total of 166 electronic releases was made to local and area radio and television stations.
These releases went to an average of 10 stations each for a total of 1,660 releases.
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INSPECTOR GENERAL

MISSION:

Inquiriesinto and reports upon matters affecting the performance of mission and state of
economy, efficiency, discipline, and morale of the command.

PERSONNEL:

LTC Charles E. Parker, Jr., continues to serve as the Inspector General, USAAVNC and Fort
Rucker.

MAJ Theodore A. Speaker was assigned as Inspector General and Chief of the Inspections
Branch on 11 January 1977.

CPT James L. Cerdeman continues as Inspector General and Chief of the Inspector General
Action Request/Investigations Branch.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

During 1977, the Office of the Inspector General conducted inspections as follows:

Headquarters, lst Aviation Brigade and four battalion headquarters

Twenty-four company-sized inspections

Inspection of major Center Directorates/Activities to include:

Directorate of Facilities Engineering, Directorate of Industrial Operations, Directorate of
Personnel and Community Activities, Directorate of Combat Developments, Directorate of
Evaluation/Standardization, the US Army Aviation Board, the Commissary, the Post Exchange,
the Nonappropriated Fund Central Accounting Branch, Comptroller Division, Directorate of
Resource Management, Wildlife Association, Visitor's Bureau Billeting Fund, Veterinary
Clinic Fund, Flying Club, Chaplains' Fund, Riding Club, and Sport Parachute Club.

Additionally, the Department of the Army Inspector General conducted a general inspection
of the US Army Aviation Center and Fort Rucker during the period 10-14 January 1977.

During 1977, approximately 238 Inspector General Action Requests were received and re-

solved by personnel of the Inspector General Office; additionally,30 investigations and
inquiries were conducted.
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OFFICE OF CIVILIAN PERSONNEL

MISSION:

Responsible for accomplishing the Civilian Personnel Management Program, with authority
from the Commanding General. Provides staff assistance to managers and supervisors in
taking actions to obtain, compensate, train, develop, utilize, and retain an effective and
efficient work force. Administers legal regulations and procedural controls established
within the Federal Personnel System. Evaluates jobs and accomplishes personnel actions;
exercises leadership in the development and administration of local civilian personnel
policies and programs; maintains contacts with outside agencies and community organizations;
and provides effective direction to employee/management relations. Provides advice and
assistance to managers and supervisors on program planning and evaluation, supervisor/
employee relations and communications, motivation and recognition, training and development,
and employee services.

ORGANIZATION:
The Office of Civilian Personnel is composed of the following:

Office of the Chief

Technical Services Office
Recruitment and Placement Branch
Position and Pay Management Branch
Management Employee Relations Branch
Training and Development Branch

PERSONNEL:
Mr. Bernie F. Sheppard was the Civilian Personnel Officer for 1977.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS :

During 1977, eighty-eight employees retired from Civil Service. Sixty retired on disability
and 28 werc optional retirements.

The civilian strength at the beginning of the year was 2,195 General Schedule (GS) and 696
Wage Grade (WG) employees for a total of 2,891. Due to reorganization and reductions in
authorized spaces, there were 2,102 GS and 699 WG employees at Fort Rucker at the end of 1977.

A Full Scale Wage Survey of the Dothan, Alabama, locality was conducted in 1977 by
representatives from the DOD Wage Fixing Office and Fort Rucker. The visits to private in-
dustries and comparison of wage data resulted in the following average increases in rates:

Nonsupervisory wage grade employees - 13.72% or $.6773 per hour
Leader wage grade employees - 13.747% or $.7460 per hour
Supervisory wage grade employees - 11.09% or $.8794 per hour

Fort Rucker was selected as one of the pilot installations to implement the Standard Civilian

Personnel Mangagement Information System (SCIPMIS). Action was initiated during 1977; how-
ever, the system will not be fully operational until 1978.
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CENTER CHAPLAIN

MISSION:

Provides a program of public worship, religious education, counseling, pastoral care, and
moral leadership training to the total military population served by Fort Rucker, including
dependents, retired military personnel, and authorized civilians.

PERSONNEL:

Chaplain (COL) Trevor D. Turner, Center Chaplain

Chaplain (LTC) Capistran J. Haas, Catholic Pastor

Chaplain (LTC) Leland S. Buckner, Director, Family Life Center

Arrivals:

Chaplain (CPT) Nicholas E. Wagner was assigned in January 1977 as the lst Battalion and
Worship Ministry Group Manager.

Chaplain (MAJ) Clyde M. Northrop, III, was assigned in August 1977 as 6th Battalion
Chaplain and Outreach Ministry Group Manager.

Chaplain (LTC) Howard A. Easley was assigned in December 1977 as Pastoral Coordinator.
Departures:

Chaplain (MAJ) Harvey J. Mills departed in November 1977.

Chaplain (LTC) Alfred T. Forrest departed in June 1977.

Chaplain (LTC) Dallas G. Roscoe retired in August 1977.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS :

The birthday of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was observed with a Service of
Tribute at Headquarters Place Chapel on 14 January 1977. Reverend Robert Johns, pastor
of the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Enterprise, Alabama, was the speaker, and COL
William R. Ponder, Chief of Staff, presided.

The Annual National Prayer Breakfast was conducted at the Fort Rucker Officers' Open Mess
at 0630 hours on 27 January 1977. The featured speaker was General Ralph E. Haines, Jr.,
USA (Ret).

The Protestant Women of the Chapel's Mother and Daughter Banquet was held on 17 January
1977 with a theme of "Bright Hope for Tomorrow."

1977 marked the first full year that a Chaplain Instructor, Chaplain (CPT) John W. Brinsfield,
was assigned in the Warrant Officer Career College and Aviation Center. He taught twelve
different subjects to a myriad of classes from NCOES level to advanced refresher courses

of aviation officers. Subjects in communicative skills and moral leadership received
extremely high critique ratings.

An Organizational Development Program was conducted for the Chaplain Section with Chaplain
(LTC) Dan Rivers from the US Army Chaplains' Board serving as the OD Consultant. This
program was instrumental in the development of the one-parish concept and the effort toward
developing lay leadership.
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A monthly Black Gospel Service was started with civilian choirs from the surrounding
communities coming on post to lead in the singing worship services. This led to better
communication between civilian and military personmel.

The Family Life Enrichment Center continued to expand its scope and influence with
Chaplain (LTC) Leland S. Buckner as director. The Family Life Enrichment Center is pro-
viding programs such as family enrichment workshops, marriage enrichment workshops,
communication workshops, family counseling, marital counseling, and individual counseling.

USAAVNC Regulation 608-3, Domestic Disturbance Instruction Program, was published under
the supervision of the Center Chaplain. Instruction was begun with couples having domestic
disturbances.

The Religious Education program included the training of four teams of young people during
1977 who were involved in a puppet ministry. The purpose of this group was to illustrate
the biblical truths throughout the entire religious education and chapel programs using

puppet dramas as both a teaching function and as a learning experience for the puppeteers.

Lenten Services were conducted at the Chapel of the Flags each Thursday evening at 1900
hours from 23 February through 10 April 1977 and were conducted at 1200 hours Monday
through Friday at Headquarters Place Chapel.

The Bethel Series, an intensive Bible study of the 0ld Testament, began on 23 March and
ended on 29 June 1977. The New Testament study began on 7 September and was held each
Wednesday from 1930-2100 hours until January 1978. Mr. Louie Reynolds led the class.

The Easter Sunrise Service was conducted on 10 April 1977 at the Parade Field. Chaplain
(BC) Brian Dougall, Deputy Chaplain General of the British Army, was the featured
speaker.

Bishop John L. May, Bishop of the Mobile Diocese, administered the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion at the Continuing Christian Development Program Mass on 23 April at the Fifth Avenue
Chapel.

The Protestant Women of the Chapel held their annual Good Friday Prayer Breakfast production
at the Fort Rucker Offiéers' Club on 8 April 1977 for Fort Rucker and the neighboring
civilian communities. The Good Friday play, "A Dream to Remember,'" written by Mrs. Jewell
Ellen Smith, was presented.

A Protestant Chapel Council was established and the Protestant program inaugurated a one-
parish concept. This program was an effort to build team ministry among the Protestant
chaplains on post and to coordinate all parish programs under the supervision of a lay
Chapel Council composed of representatives from the various Protestant congregations. The
areas of responsibility were worship, outreach, troop training, stewardship, and religious
education.

An annual program sponsored by the Office of the Center Chaplain to invite civilian clergy
from the Wiregrass area was conducted on 10 May 1977 to acquaint the clergymen with the
activities of Fort Rucker and to elicit interest in the activities of the post. A briefing
was given not only on the aviation activities but also on the work of the chaplains within
the Fort Rucker community.

Quarterly Prayer Breakfasts were held in May and October 1977. Coach Bradshaw of Troy
State University spoke at the Spring Quarterly Prayer Breakfast. LTC Roeper, the German
Liaison Officer at Fort Rucker, spoke at the Fall Prayer Breakfast.

Catholic Vacation Bible School was held on 7-10 June 1977 at the Religious Education
Center.
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A Protestant Vacation Bible School (VBS) Workshop was conducted on 13-14 June 1977 by
Mr. Reynolds, Protestant Director of Religious Education. The attending teachers and
workers were trained to conduct a meaningful VBS.

A Catholic Summer Camp for pre-kindergarten through 5th grade children was held at the
Fort Rucker Religious Education Center.

A Protestant Summer Camp was conducted at Blue Lake during 1-5 June 1977. Mr. Reynolds,
the Protestant Director of Religious Education, and two other resource people led the
five-day retreat.

On 11 July 1977, the Commanding General signed the Center Chaplain's Stewardship Program
for 1978 embracing 122 projects. The projects involve a whole spectrum of ministries using
both chapel staff and lay leadership anticipating 30,000 staff and volunteer manhours.

The Protestant Women of the Chapel held their Fall Rally 19 September 1977 at the Chapel
of the Flags with the theme of "Reach Out and Touch." Mrs. Jere Beasley was the featured
speaker at the luncheon held at the Lake Lodge.

The Catholic Continuing Christian Development Program began in September 1977 at the
Fort Rucker Elementary School with 450 students from grades preschool ithrough senior high
school and 115 teachers, assistants, and helpers.

The Meditafion Room, Jacob's Well, was dedicated in Lyster Army Hospital in September 1977.

The Medical Ethics Symposium was presented by Dr. Kenneth Vaux from the Texas Medical
Institute at Lyster Army Hospital on 14-16 September 1977. Chaplain (CPT) Louis L. Schmit
was the Project Officer in charge of this symposium which addressed itself to the chaplains
and the medical staff at Lyster Army Hospital.

A Lutheran Retreat, 21-23 Octobet 1977, was held at Camp Victory. Planning was made: lay
leaders appointed a choir director, and lay readers volunteered. Two themes were "I
Wish I Could . . ." and "I Wish We (as a Lutheran congregation) Would . . . o

An International Center for Learning Workshop was held on 28-29 October 1977 at the
Religious Education Center.

A Family Care Program was instituted in November 1977 to more adequately care for chapel
families. Chapel rolls were formulated in December to aid in enrolling families in the
program.

The Protestant Women of the Chapel held their Annual Retreat at Blue Lake on 3-5 November
1977 with the theme of "Renewing Love." Mrs. Carlotta Ritenour and Mrs. Rose Ann Johnson
from Renewing Love Ministries led the retreat.

An Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service was conducted on Thanksgiving Day by three.chaplains
and eight lay people. A brass ensemble accompanied congregational hymns and also presented
the prelude and postlude.

The annual Feast of Christ the King Pageant was conducted for the Catholic .parish in the
Post Elementary School on 27 November 1977.

The Catholic Ladies Guild hosted the Annual Ecumenical Brunch on 2 December 1977 at the
Officers' Club. The Protestant Women of the Chapel were the guests of the Ladies Guild.
"Come to the Manger" was the theme of the brunch, and the cantata, "Wondrous Love,'" was
presented by the George C. Wallace Choral Group. Food given to the Christ child at the
manger was presented to the ACS Family Assistance Program.

A Christmas cantata was presented on 11 December 1977 at the Post Theater by the 98th Army
Band and the combined (Protestant and Catholic) choirs. WOl Luther Murphy, Bandmaster,
directed the choir and band. The lst Battalion was responsible for all publicity.
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The annual Protestant Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was conducted on 24 December 1977
at the Chapel of the Flags, and a Lutheran Candlelight Service was conducted at Headquarters
Place Chapel.

A Children's Christmas Eve Mass was celebrated at 1800 hours on 24 December 1977 at the
Fifth Avenue Chapel, with a traditional Midnight Mass at 2400 hours.

On 27-29 December 1977, Father William Kelly led the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO)
retreat.

Protestant Youth of the Chapel (PYOC) held their retreat at Blue Lake Assembly on 27-29
December 1977 led by Mr. Louie Reynolds.
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